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‘Two-Thirds of Kids Struggle to Read,
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Why Millions Of Kids Can't Read And What
Better Teaching Can Do About It
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[Hands to the Heavens, no man, no weapon
Formed against, yes glory i destined
Every day women and men become legends.
Sins that go against our skin become blessings
[The movement s a thythm to us
Froedom s like religion to us.
ustice is juxtapositionin’
ustice for alljust aint specific enough

fed, his SPiits revisiin us
Truant ivin' v in us, resistance is us
[Thar's why Rosa sat on the bus.

[That's why we walk through Ferguson with our hands up
[When it go down we woman and man up.

say, "Stay d stan
[Shots, we on the ground, the camera panned up
ing pointed to the mountain top and we ran up
[one day when the glory comes
it wit be ours, it wilt be ours
[0h one day when the war is won
[ We will e sure, we will be sure
Jon glory (glory, glory)
oh (glory. glory)

10




13.8.2024

Recognizing
strengths...and
changing the
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What can students read?

Accuracy in Oral Reading
Just a little over a century ago,

recordin
could enjoy mi

Today. rec
enjoying music et
more th
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What underlies
proficient reading
(skills)?

Recognizing
strengths...and
changing the
narrative

THE TEXTS OF SILENT

BEST..IDIOSYNCRATIC.

Keystone Literature (2023): 213 Myrtle Street

the
atthe

to lock the door

Myrtle, the

along with
s at night
id not want a new owner. It did not like the thought of and rot,
needed to come home. The porch need ping. Therefore

yrtle Street hid

A. The size of the English vocabulary is
gargantuan, enormous,
humongous....especially in writing.
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Il Oxford Unabridged Dictionary

©282,500

©326,000
derivatives &
phrases

*47,150

root or head
words

obsolete
words

And this doesn’t include the
multiple meanings of words.
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19 20
——-1
21 22
¢ x;
g 2.
B. In addition to being an alphabetic language, English is
amorphological language. For every word you learn,
there are typically at least several words that share the
root word.
23 24




The Sources of English Vocabulary

13.8.2024

w-

king regent monarch
flash realization epiphany
wreck disaster catastrophe
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C. Distribution of English words is “skewed.”

Distribution of Vocabulary in English Lexicon

I S

28

A small group of words does
the heavy lifting in English.

Wword Examples of Words
Zone

1st 100 the, by, through
101-300 long, great, family
301-1,000 power, strong, answer

1,001-1,500 valley,imagine, motion
1,501-2,000 responsible, presence, trail

2001-2,500 discovery, civilization, assume
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Distributions of Words in Texts
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PSSA Gr8 Scien Keystone Biology

are fish that | from flowers and small fl

reproduce in cold streams and lakes Insects are their primary sources
in the United States ainly w a eir nes ften p
removes trees that pri buta smallgroup within the

the areas whera the brool trout I population had a genetic

This can cause ater temper that caused t

e shade o

to increase. How would this change in | appear dark gray. After

water temperature most likely affect | industrialization, the increase in decorations, courtship

the brook trout? air pollution caused tree bark to mplex calls are

A Brook trout numbers would stas darken. Eventually, the lighter- ence that sexual selection has

same because the fish change their | colored peppered moths became /ed a part in hummingbird evolution,
Which factor would most lik
ntribute to the d

hummingbird species?

enes to stay coolin the warmer water | less common than the dark-gray
B Brook trout numbers would stay the | moths.
PO

opment of ne
same because the fish change their

olinthe warmer | advantage dark-gray peppered v ability to
e e cCommon ancestor

in colored moths after the industrial

ause the temperature revolution ip displays
Part B: Predic
likely happen to the

would become more comfortable for atwill most Whict ain be: ribes how
peppered moths as pollution
control measures increase in cats-hummingbirds-in

England.

ause the temperature
would become more uncomfortable

cats-insects-hummingbirds-plants

PSSA Gra Language Arts

“Keep your eyes open,” my dad

ai
“For what?” | asked
“Birds and and..”he
pointed, 2
Aswe dmve(hmugh the
1looked out the car

window. | realized we were
surrounded by the “River of Grass

e’d read about. Next to the road

ﬁw\tha( said “Panther

endangered speci
fewer than 80 panthers left in the
Everglades. | kept my eyes open.
And was | ever amazed by what |
sawthat day in the Everglades!
First Stop: Swamp walk

The boardwalk wandered through a
forest of and palmtrees. In
one tree, two baby barred owls

PSSA Grade 4 Mathematics | PSSA Grade

writes the population of his

the wonderful girl
weaver of Greece, took a roll of
white wool in her skilled hands
nd separated it into long
white Then she
ituntil it was as soft and
asacloud. She

out of doors ina

v ghten the
patter that she =1 uponit.In

and out h fle
Without stopping unti she had

wo

an
Fainbow solors,

Mathematics

city in the form a x 105. He als fo

writes the average income of
the people in his city in the form b
104, To find the totalincome for
allthe people i

sentence describesthe | he

closestestimate of the | says his prod

number of people v
nt through each gate? | scientific
A. Since 8 x 6 =48, a little
tess than 600 people went
through each gate.
B. Since 8 x 6= 48, a little
more than 600 people
nt through each gate.
Since 8 x 6 =48, a little
Less than 800 people went
through each gate.
D. Since 8x6=48,alittle
more than 800 people
nt through each gate.
base,and s

Unique words in
narrative &

informational
texts are
different.

Vocabulary
(2,500 word
families)

when written in

atleast 6,400

in his city, budget of $6
his two values. Kevin
twill be of the form

hich

statement explains whether Kevin

C. By spending $40 on bot
7 bottles of water, Laura will naw

Laura is buying bottles o

+3226,400 15
One solution to this system of, jas Is (40, 180)

hat does this
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Keystone English
B
wore an enchantment that
itwhen it so
desired. This was a handy skill,
particularly when salesmen
he streets or teenagers
about after dark, eggs in
hand. Now there was a
The smellof dozens o
clungto

The house at 213

inits
sbandonment, Mrs,

stranger had to lock the
GoTEAhR b TRacHeT
she last left the house, still

leep as she was rolled along

onastrange wheeled bed. They
shared a comfortable existence
together, woman and house.

stone Algebra 1

ter and bottles of

an event at her school She needs to buy

of between the wi

and jamanade, Each bottle of water i

each bottle of

monade is 32 ounc

aura ha:

K. Bavarages The system of

wn below represents this situation
5x+25y5 600

solution represent?

ofdamopade and $180

o, and stay

sxpononts
Dulliplying pe

Narrative : 213 Myrtle Street

The house did not want a new owner. It did not like the thought of
and rot, either. Mrs. Leech just needed to come home. The
porch needed sweeping. Therefore, when the realtor arrived, 213 Myrtle

Street hid.

The woman strode up the front walkway, heels clicking a powerful
and she stopped. “House, you’re not going to play this game, are you?”
that this person saw through its glamour so
quickly. Certainly it wasn’t losing its skill? 213 Myrtle waited. The woman

The house was

waited, too.

213 Myrtle
emerged. The front
steps creaked as the rgaltor hopped up to the porch.

The of her right shoe went tap tap tap. Finally,
Its powder blue wood

Unique Vocabulary
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nformationa

One of the most important events in the history of life was the
evolution of cells from cells. Remember that
sukarvotic cells have butprokaryotic cells do not._Eukarvotic
cells also have complex Virtually allgukarvotes have

, and both plants and algae also have
One hypothesis proposes thatmitochondria evolved from
Rrokaryotes that were able to use oxygen to generate
energy-rich Inside primitive_gukarvotic cells, these energy-
generating prokaryotes evolved into_mitochondria that now power the
cells of all multicellular organisms. Mitochondria enabled cells to
oxygen. Without this ability, cells would have been killed by
the free oxygen in the atmosphere.

13.8.2024

IIl. How can reading
iCi e

proficiency be
strengthened
(intellect)?

Distribution of Vocabulary in English Lexicon

E 200,000+ words. -
90% 3,000 word famities

80% T — 2,500 word families Core
40% ' Vo

A. Supporting the Core Vocabulary

*Read interesting, informative texts
with high percentages of core
vocabulary

ICE]
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Texts for Middle Grades

(open-access @textproject.org)

Comics & Cartoons

41
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Snp: ‘rapmic Novers:
American comic strips first appeared in New York City at the endof _ Although they don't ook i

the 19th century. At that time, a newspaper called th rcWorld o

began running a comic st

wels, they also dor't look like:
aphic novels, which Lookike a mixture of comics
whil o reanartformthat fictionandart.
he YellowKidgot Graphic novels look like comic books because they have

o5 were covered with yellowink. The Yellow drawings and tell stories. However, they are different from comics
had speech balloons that showed the words people spoke. Soon,  because they tel longer stories that are more ke those told in
almost every newspaper printed comics, or funnics, as they are also  novels. Also like novels, they may have many characteristics and a

plotwith many parts.

its name because his clothes were

Today, comic! sany with speech balloons, are found in ind adults enjoy graphic novels’ strong drawings and
wspapers across the country. On Sundays, the color comics are one ion, graphic novels feature many different subjects
of the most popular parts of the newspaper. In addition, the Sunday  Sor ts write about World War l. Some wite love.
comics are usually Larger and more colorful than the daily comics. ience fiction. Others write stories that make readers

taugh. Graphic novels today appeal to:a growing number of readers

inJapan, people of all ages read anime and watchiton TVandin  Computer Animation:

movies. Animeis the new of a style o art and thatwascreated  Before computers, hundreds of rtists spent years carefully
inthe 1950s. The anime that peopleread andwatchinthe  drawing frame after frame to make an film. Every second
atos often features children and imaginary beasts that have of film needed to drawings. A five-minute cartoon could have morc

o eyes. than drawings.
most animated films are crawn on computers. Computer
wn up. Although Japanese i The animals seemto
ature

o ac
1TV shows are stil reated for children, but now th

Llove stories and sports tales, too. Some anime also features
imaginary worlds. In adtion, anime movies are being

figh ‘The fitm Toy Story, which was first shown in, was the firstfull
made of classic Japanese films.

Longth computer animated film, and it was vory popular. Today;
many artists who once drew each frama by hand now create
cartoons ith computer animation.




Texts for Middle & High School

(open-access @textproject.org)

43

erheard of fur babies? They may not be

mfort, and friendship. That is one reason they are a trend. Many teens

g hard times. Fur babies can

people treat their fur babies

13.8.2024

Furbaby
hatyou picture u thin
re than ever
children. They can be furry friends
vners' lives. The term “fur

a baby. In the past few

just like a human baby means to their

urn to their
th pets on s being

a. Teens like to share fun pictures

n fame online. People follow them

make sure its fed. You have to
r babies need lots of care. They ha
an learn about the needs of the pet they want. Then, they can mak
ut love, friendship, and caring. Fur babie
orld that can feel like too m

are and love, this trend will continue to bring

B. Teaching Rare Words: Narratives

First: All

stender
gallant
chimed

concluded

Second: Semantic maps have proven effective for organizing and

reviewing vocabulary.

(Schvoeder etal, 2018)
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woubadour !
magitate e
belladonna EVERY
etes D
darvish ‘hooligans (=3
Y —
o .
=
———
impotent £ b
despcanle o -
= = o
—
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aching Rare Words: Informational texts

cable
oo installed
ing
e reried denmark katherine
e . arbormaster,
brian hermansen - cranes

cableferrykjaerjorgenbass
turbines samsomunching
e soren ingvar invest
danishholgSOreRing ministry
electriciantranbergsleet soak
renewable poulen secondhand
turbine naja biomass
emissions jorgensendentist
qguitarnonrenewable Panels
strawberriesacademy
grownups

harnessed

47
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“analyses indicated that certain topically
relevant words (e.g., ecosystem, habitat) were
‘more important to know than others when
predicting the threshold, and these keywords

could be identified using natural-language-
Vocabulary o - iques. Collectively, these
H results may help identify who is likely to have a
in Conte nt problem comprehending information on a
Areas specific topic and, to some extent, what
knowledge is likely required to comprehend
information on that topic.” ’
(O’Reilly et al., 2019) /
g
-
49
51 52
« Tectonic Plates > Formation of Fissures e
« Fissures > Pathways for Magma
 Foliation > Metamorphic Processes
* Gneiss [Example of a foliated metamorphic rock, often formed in regions
of high tectonic activity]
+ Conglomerate Rock: Formed from sediment deposition and can
be affected by tectonic activity.
53 54
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C. Developing

Stamina

Through ‘ & : ROBOTS
Interests & { [ % S

Curiosity :

TN

L Small Steps, Big Rewards

Emmmy]

o PROTCENGY
= . B
Late... Again e i - g
Small Steps, =
Big Reward . =
Small steps in action

59 60
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ﬁ TextProject

TEACHERS v PARENTS &TUTORS v

TEACHEREDUCATORS v RESEARCH FRANKLY FREDDY BLOG

rot i syens

Heroes: www.textproject.org/heroes/

Strategles, ools, and txts to bring beginning and struggling read

o

I"'

hiebert@textproject.org
Sincerest thank you for
your time & commitment!
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