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Additional Opportunities
with Critical Vocabulary

#Times in Text

announcement 2
applause 1
celebrated 1
costumes 2
decorations 1
fiesta 2
preparations 3
rehearsed 1

What's a Fiesta?

The word “fiesta” means “party” in Spanish. It can be big or
small, loud or quiet, but it is always a time to celebrate. A fiesta
can happen for many reasons. People might have a fiesta for a
birthday, a holiday, or to honor someone special. Fiestas are a

way to celebrate friendship, family, or a special event in the
community.

At a fiesta, there is often music. People might play drums,
guitars, or sing songs. Sometimes there is dancing. People clap,
move to the beat, and enjoy the celebration. Music and dancing
help bring peoplé together.

There is almost always food! Some fiestas have tacos, rice, fruit,
or sweet breads. Eating together is a big part of the celebration.

Many people like to decorate for a fiesta. Colorful paper flags,
balloons, streamers, and lights help make a place feel bright.
These ions show that ing special is i

Some fiestas have games or pifiatas flled with candy. Others
might have parades, costumes, or face painting.

A fiesta is more than a party. It is a time to celebrate, to share
with others, and to make joyful memories that last.
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Preparing for the School Play

Putting on a play takes hard work and careful preparation.
First, actors learn their lines and practice moving around on
stage. The cast rehearses their lines over and over until they
know them perfectly. Some kids feel nervous during their
first rehearsal, but they get better each time they practice.

While actors rehearse, others work on costumes. Costumes
help tell the story. The costume team measures everyone
and picks out special clothes. Kids try on their costumes
during dress rehearsal to make sure everything fits.

Behind the scenes, more preparations happen. Students
paint colorful backdrops and build props like trees and
castles. The lighting crew learns when to make the stage
bright or dim.

Finally, opening night arrives. The actors put on their
costumes and rehearse their lines backstage. When the
curtain opens, families and friends fill the auditorium. At the
end of the play, loud applause fills the room. The audience
claps and cheers for all the hard work everyone has done.

The Best Fiesta Ever

Luz could not wait for her school's big fiesta. For weeks, her class had
rehearsed their special dance. Now they knew every step by heart.
On Thursday, Mrs. Soto made her final announcement to the class:
"Remember, tomorrow is our spring fiestal" Everyone cheered at the
end of the announcement.

Early on Friday morning, preparations began. Luz and her friends
helped with the preparations by hanging ribbons and balloons. Then
tit was time to put on their costumes.

The gym soon filled with family and friends who had come to
celebrate. Luz's heart was racing, but she remembered how much
they had rehearsed. She knew they were prepared.

The music started. Luz's class danced just like they had rehearsed.

When the dance ended, the applause was so loud it made Luz's heart
swell with pride.

After the performance, the fiesta continued. Families had donated
food to make the party even more of a celebration. Tables were filled
with donations: tacos, rice, beans, cookies, and cakes.

"This is the best fiesta everl" Luz thought as she looked at all the
happy faces, the beautiful decorations, and her friends in their
costumes. Luz knew she would always remember how it felt to dance

in her costume, see all the pretty decorations, and hear that
wonderful applause. This had been the best celebration ever!
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The Dancing Zoo Animals

Today our third-grade class put on the play *The Dancing Zoo
Animals." For weeks, we had daily rehearsals to learn our parts for
the play. Mrs. Cooper, our teacher, made an announcement
before the play began: "Remember, we've rehearsed this many
times. You are well prepared for the performance!”

But all of us were too busy looking at one another’s costumes to
be worried. Jake wore an elephant costume with big floppy ears.
My penguin costume was black with a big white bowtie. Sofie’s
costume was the tallest of all. That's because she was a giraffe.

Finally, the gym was full of our families and friends. The mu:

tarted. We danced out onto the stage just like we had prachced
in rehearsals. Jake's elephant trunk made everyone laugh as he
pretended to spray water at the audience. When Sofia the giraffe
pretended to eat leaves from the paper trees, the audience
laughed again. My favorite part was when | and the other
penguins waddled in a line and then did the slide move that we
had rehearsed.

At the end of the show, everyone in the audience applauded.
Some people in the audience even stood up to give us more
applause! Mrs. Cooper made one last announcement: *You were
great in rehearsals but your performance this afternoon was even
greater.”
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Additional Opportunities

with Critical Vocabulary

#Timesin  +Times in Set

Text of 4 Texts
announcement 2 4
applause 1 5
celebrated 1 7
costumes 2 14
decorations 1 4
fiesta 2 17
preparations 3 7
rehearsed 1 14

Additional Opportunities
with Critical Vocabulary

Tree Kangaroos: Amazing Animals of the Forest

Tree kangaroos are animals that live high up in the trees. They.
spend most of their time climbing and jumping from branch to
branch. Unlike other kangaroos that live on the ground, tree
kangaroos are built for life in the trees.

Scientists use technology to study tree kangaroos. They want to
learn where these animals go and what they do. First, scientists
put a radio collar around a tree kangaroo's neck. This collar
looks like a dog collar, but it has sﬁecla\ parts mswde The radio
collar is comfortable and doesn't hurt the animal.

Inside the collar is a transmitter. A transmitter is like a tiny radio
that sends out signals. Scientists can study these signals to track
where the animal goes.

Each transmitter sends sngna\s on its own frequency. A
frequency is like a radio station number. Just like your car radio
has different stations, each tree kangaroo has its

own frequency number. This way, scientists know which animal
they are tracking.

The collar also has a microchip inside. A microchip is a tiny
computer smaller than your fingernail. The m\cmch\p stores
information about the animal, just like a name tag.

High above Earth, satellites fly around in space. These

satellites pick up the signals from the transmitters. The
satellites help scientists know exactly where each tree kangaroo
i, even when the animals are hiding in thick forests.

This tracking technology helps scientists \earn about tree
kangaroos without bothering them too much.

This is a koala (NOT a tree kangaroo) but it shows a radio

collar that transmits information to scientists.

Word #Times in Text Tree kangaroos are very elusive. That means they are hard to find
They hide so well in the forest that scientists have trouble
Seiie 0 spotting them.
X These animals also show great agility. They are excellent jumpers
elusive 1 and climbers. Tree kangaroos can leap from one branch to
another. Their agility helps them move quickly and safely through
the trees.
transmit 1
Tree kangaroos are also very cautious. When they hear or see
something coming, they quietly climb higher to stay safe. This
frequency 1 careful behavior protects them from danger.
. Don't be fooled by their soft fur and sweet faces—tree kangaroos
anesthesia 5 are strong! They have powerful arms and legs. Their strength
helps them hold onto branches and climb tall trees. They can
even grab things with their strong paws,
sedated 0 ? “ oF
These five traits—being elusive, agile, cautious, strong, and great
at tree living—make tree kangaroos just right for life in the forest.
How Scientists Track Tree Rangarcos

Keeping Tree Ki Safe During

Scientists give tree kangaroos health examinations, just like when you
visit the doctor. But scientists follow special procedures to keep the
animals safe during examinations because tree kangaroos get scared
around people.

The most important part of this procedure is using anesthesia
Anesthesia is special medicine that makes animals fall asleep. When
an anesthesia works, the animal becomes sedated. Sedated means
the animal is in a deep, peaceful sleep and cannot feel anything

During the examination, scientists watch the sedated animal carefully.
They check three things to make sure the anesthesia is working safely
and the animal stays properly sedated. First, scientists check the tree
kangaroo's pulse to make sure its heart is beating at a good speed
during the procedure. A pulse tells how fast a heart is beating

Second, they watch the animal's respiration. Respiration means
breathing. Scientists count how many times the tree kangaroo

breathes in and out each minute. Good respiration shows that

the anesthesia is working properly.

Third, they take the animal's temperature. A

normal temperature means the animal is healthy during
the examination.

Scientists must work quickly during this procedure. They don't want
to keep the animal under anesthesia too long. By watching

the pulse, respiration, and temperature, they can finish

the examination safely and quickly.
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Kangaroos and Tree Kangaroos

Additional Opportunities
with Critical Vocabulary

Kangaroos and tree kangaroos belong to the same animal
family. They have some things in common, but they also
live in very different places and move in different ways.

Both animals have long tails and strong back legs. They are

mammals, so they have fur and feed their babies milk. A Word #Times in Text +Times in Set of
baby kangaroo is called a joey. It stays in its mother’s pouch 4 Texts
until it is big enough to live on its own.
Kangaroos live on the open land of Australia. They can hop
fast and can jump very far in one hop. Their tails help them agile 0 3
balance as they move. Kangaroos live in groups called
mobs. elusive 1 3
Tree kangaroos live in the rainforests. They are good at ]
climbing. Their legs are short but their front paws are strong Leansms g 6
for grabbing tree branches. Their tails help keep them
balanced as they climb high in the trees. frequency 1 3
Unlike land kangaroos, tree kangaroos are quiet and hard to ;

- anesthesia 5 8
spot. They live alone o in small groups and move slowly
through the trees.

sedated o 5

Both kinds of kangaroo carry their joeys in pouches. Both

use their tails for balance. But one is built for speed and

hopping. The other is built for climbing in the trees of the
i
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Activity 2b: Adding Morphological Families:

Storyteller’s Candle
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My Neural Neighborhood: Morphological Families:
The Storyteller’s Candle Quest for Tree Kangaroos

~ —
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The School Play

The school play was coming soon! Every day after lunch, the
_ (crew, kids,staf in Mrs. Smith's class rehearsed their _
(books, songs,lnes). Tom's dad donated snacks for _
(everyone, nowhers, outside), and Zoe's mom helped make __
(not, the, far) decorations for the stage. When _ (new, old, the)
Maze Assessment big night came, all the __ (students, witers, farmers) wore their
costumes.

The principal __(took, made, kept) an announcement
before the show __ (walked, jumped, startec): "Welcome to our
winter _(test,play, game)” The children acted out __(your,
some, thei) parts perfectly. At the end, __ (one,the, ew) crowd!
gave them loud applause.

__(Since, After, Unti) the show, the whole ciass__
(sesrched, wandered, clebrated) with cookies and jice.

Everyone agreed it __ (felt, as, ran) the best play ever!

39

Fillinthe blank with the best word.

Words to choose from:

broadcast oty announce _shout
prociaim say tell

= e em
Target . T Semantic Family B TR ety

Vocabulary 2 e P R Members 2 Thepnce -
house. 5. The king will his daughter as the new ruler of the
6. kingdom.
7. The ids puton therHallowsen —__and wentto g candy. 6 Canyou yourname dlearly when it your turm?
aa C D e Tl T T TR (TG 7. lneedto you something important about the class

party.
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Novels

Words to choose from:

e e and

announces announcer wnamnounced he Outsid
1 000 total word:
VIR — i complex
P —— - . or different words)
Members e narrative
4. The teacher the wimer of th art contast every Frday.
5. Mom that wo could getco cream afer dinner.
selar «Proper names, slang, and familiar words

in oral language (e.g., bikini, barbecue)
account for 94% of the total rare words in
this text and 83% of unique rare words

*That leaves = 75 potentially "hard” words
(e.g., unfathomable, contemptuously) that
appear an average of 1.3 times.
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In The Outsiders, Ponyboy feels like he is an outsider
and struggles with society’s rules

What You Need to Know: S.E. Hinton's The Outsiders

Fourteen-year-old Ponyboy Curtis is way too smart for his own good. Ponyboy is
a “Greaser,” which means he wears leather jackets and slicked-back hair.

fancy cars and jump Greasers for fun.

Ponyboy and his best friend Johnny meet two Soc girls, Cherry and Marcia, ata
drive-in movie. Another greaser, Dallas, starts bothering the girls. After Johnny
tells Dallas to leave them alone, the girls sit with Ponyboy and Johnny. They talk
and connect despite being from opposite sides of town. When Cherry figures out
that Ponyboy reads a lot, she says, “'ll bet you watch sunsets, too.”

Bob is Cherry’s boyfriend. When Bob finds out Cherry has been hanging out with
greasers, he’s furious. Bob and his drunk friends go hunting for Ponyboy and
Johnny.

When the Socs find them, they start shoving Ponyboy’s head underwater in a
fountain. Johnny recognizes Bob as the Soc who badly beat him up months
earlier. When Johnny sees Bob about to kill his best friend, all that fear and rage
explodes. He stabs Bob with the switchblade he’s been carrying since the beating

Johnny may have killed Bob in self-defense but Ponyboy and Johnny know
Greasers are rarely believed. They run from the law and hide in an abandoned
ch.

One day, the church catches fire with some neighborhood children trapped
inside. Ponyboy and Johnny save the children, but johnny dies from injuries.

After that, Ponyboy fails classes at school and gets into fights. But when he reads
Johnny's final letter, he realizes Johnny's story matters. He thinks telling it might
save other kids. So Ponyboy begins writing his story—the story of Outsiders like

them.

An excerpt from The Outsiders

Ponyboy and Johnny have been hiding in an abandoned church for days after
Johnny killed a Soc in self-defense. They've cut their hair and bleached Ponyboy’s.
They are trying to lay low until things cool down. When their friend Dallas finally
comes to check on them, they decide its time to turn themselves in.

But as they drive back toward town, they see something that changes everything:
the old church is on fire. There’s a crowd gathered, and they overhear someone say,
“Some of the kids are missing.” A school group had been having a picnic, and
several young children are trapped inside the burning church.

Iwasn't about to go through that flaming door, o I slammed a big rock through a
window and pulled myself in. It was a wonder I didn't cut myself to death, now
that I think about it.

“Hey, Ponyboy.” 11ooked around, startled. I hadn't realized Johnny had been
right behind me all the way. I took a deep breath, and started coughing. The
smoke filled my eyes and they started watering. “Is that guy coming?”

Johnny shook his head. “The window stopped him.”

“Too scared?”

“Naw,

Johnny gave me a grin. “Too fat.”

I couldn't laugh because I was scared I'd drown in the smoke. The roar and

‘The old church is on fire. They overhear someone say,
“Some of the kids are missing.”

crackling was getting louder, and Johnny shouted the next question. “Where’s the
Kids?

“In the back, I guess,” I hollered, and we started stumbling through the church. I
should be scared, I thought with an odd detached feeling, but 'm not. The cinders
and embers began falling on us, stinging and smarting ike ants, Suddenly, i the
red glow and the haze, I remembered wondering what it was like in a burning
ember, and I thought: Now I know, it a red hell. Why aren’t I scared?
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About the Author: 5.E. Hinton

S.E. Hinton grew up as Susan Eloise Hinton in Tulsa, Oklahoma, In1965,
when Susan was sixteen, she realized she was tired of reading stories about

Rerfect teenagers living perfect lives, Where were the sorics about teens like
the ones at her school? The ones who didn’t have money, who had to fight

just to get by?

susan decided to write a book about what teenage life was really like—a
book that she would want to read. What came out was real, honest, and
totally different from any book for teenagers.

Her story was about Ponyboy Curtis, a fourteen-year-old “Greaser” stuck
between being loyal to his gang and being true to himself. She wrote about
how fast one fight could ruin everything

susan wrote like someone who really knew what it was like. She got the way
teens talked, how they felt, and how badly they wanted to belong
somewhere.

However, when she finished The Outsiders, Susan had a problem. Book
companies didn't know what to do with her story. It was too grown-up for
children’s books, but too young for adult books. It also was written by a
teenage girl.

Some of S.E. Hinton's novels became popular movies. In this picture,
she is on set with actor Matt Dillion who played “Dallas” in The
Outsiders.

But one editor saw something special. She saw that Susan understood how
real teenagers talked and thought. The editor urged Susan to go by her
initials “S.E” to hide her gender.

The Outsiders came out in 1967 when Susan was just nineteen. It was a hit
xight away. Young readers finally found a book that felt ke their real lives
The book was turhed into a movie in 1983, and the story became legendary.
From her small bedroom in Oklahoma, a teenage girl had changed
storytelling forever. Susan had created something brand new—stories.
written just for teenagers. She proved that great stories can come from

In Romeo and Juliet, two teenagers fall in love despite
the rules of their society that want to keep them apart.

Text Connection: Romeo and Juliet and The Outsiders

You might have read or heard about the play Romeo and Juliet, written by
William Shakespeare. It is a tragedy about two young lovers, Romeo and
Juliet. Their families forbid them from being together, and they take their
own lives at the end of the play. S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders shares similar
themes.

Romeo and Juliet are from families that hate each other for reasons nobody
even remembers anymore. “Socs” and “Greasers” hate each other because
one side has money and the other does not. Just like Romeo’s and Juliet’s
families, they're stuck in a cycle of hatred that nobody questions.

Cherry Valance is a lot like Juliet. She is a rich girl who falls for someone
from the “wrong” side of town. She can’t be with Ponyboy because their
worlds are too different, just like Juliet couldn’t be with Romeo because of
their families. Cherry doesn’t die for love like Juliet does. But Cherry has to
live with dating someone she doesn’t love or respect.

Romeo and Juliet die because they can’t handle living in a world that keeps
them apart. Johnny dies trying to save children from a fire. But he never
would have been in that church if the Socs hadn’t jumped him and Ponyboy,
and they did so because Ponyboy refused to keep apart from Cherry.

Both stories are basically asking: How many people have to die before society
realizes their pointless feuds are destroying lives? In Romeo and Juliet, it
takes the deaths of both teenagers for the families to wake up. In The
Outsiders, it takes Johnny dying for people to start seeing Greasers as heroes
instead of just troublemakers.

Shakespeare set his story in palaces. Hinton set hers in regular places. But the
message is the same: When you divide people into "us" and "them,”

EVeTybOdy Toes
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S.E. Hinton shows the Greasers doing the right thing, even
when society expects that they will not.

‘Text Reflection: The Real Meaning of Courage
‘Think about your favorite story hero. They're probably strong and fearless,
and they always know exactly what to do. The good guys win, and the world
is saved. But real courage and heroism is way messier than that. S.E. Hinton
understood this point.

When Johnny and Ponyboy run into the burning church to save the children,
they do not have superpowers. They are just two scared teenagers who know
i Favall 8 maei g Yy e fuceina ot st sa 1 dac e T AEE
anyway. That's real courage: acting when everything in your body is
screaming at you to run the other way.

There i also the character of Dallas Winston. He is the guy everyone calls a
hoodlum. Dallas has a police record and a bad attitude. But he

courage too. When Johnny is dying in that hospital, Dallas iy everylhmg to
be there for him.

Ponyboy is also brave. He decides to tell johnny’s story. He revisits this
difficult time in his life with honesty and openness.

Society loves simple hero stories. The good guy saves the day. Everyone
cheers. But think about the real courage you see every day: The person who
stands up to bullies. The student who speaks up in class despite their anxiety.
‘The friend who tells you the truth when everyone else just tells you what
you want to hear.

Sometimes courage looks like Dallas. It is raw, desperate, and self-
destructive. Sometimes it looks like Johnny. It is quiet, unexpected, and life-
changing. And sometimes it looks like Ponyboy, surviving trauma an
choosing to tell the story anyway.

‘The point isn't that we should run into burning buildings. Courage is not
about being fearless or getting applause. It is about doing the right thing
even when you're terrified. It's about showing up when it matters, even
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Hear (for
free!):

Hiebert, E. H. (2020). The core vocabulary: The foundation of proficient
comprehension. The Reading Teacher, 73(6), 757-768.

Hiebert, E. H. (2024). Unpacking automaticity: Scaffolded texts and
comprehension. journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy.
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