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Imagine spending your entire life chasing birds through swamps, forests, and 
prairies just to paint their pictures. That was John James Audubon’s life, and it made 
him one of America’s most famous artists.

Audubon lived from 1785 to 1851, when there were no cameras or nature TV 
shows, If people wanted to see what a bird looked like, someone had to draw or 
paint it. But Audubon didn’t just make simple sketches. He created huge, incredibly 
detailed paintings that showed birds exactly as they appeared in real life.

Here’s what made Audubon special: he didn’t paint birds sitting quietly on 
branches like most artists did. His birds were caught in action—diving for fish, 
fighting other birds, or protecting their babies. He made them look powerful and 
wild, not like cute decorations.

To get his paintings right, Audubon would spend days tracking a single type 
of bird. He studied how they moved, what they ate, and where they built their nests. 
Sometimes he had to travel hundreds of miles through dangerous wilderness just to 
find a rare bird.
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