
European  Explorers  of  
North  America  

Drawing: Amerigo Vespucci portrait from en wiki. Image released in the public domain due to an 
expired copyright.  Painting: Christopher Columbus, 1519 by Sebastiano del Piombo. Painting 
released into public domain because of an expired copyright. Map: The Amerias, North and South 
America. Released into the public domain by the United States Federal Government. 



Amerigo  
(A·∙mer·∙i·∙go)  

Drawing:  Amerigo  Vespucci  portrait  from  en  wiki.  Image  released  in  the  public  domain  due  to  an  expired  copyright.  Photo:  Amerigo  Vespucci,  an  Italian  merchant  and  cartographer.  Image  released  into  public  domain.  

The Americas or the New World are named after  
Amerigo Vespucci, a famous map maker. 



Aztec  
(Az·∙tec)  

Definition: one of the tribes who lived in 
and controlled Mexico from the 14th 
century until the 16th century. 
 
Example: Many of the buildings that 
Aztecs built are still standing today in 
Mexico. 

Left Photo: Aztec warriors. Unknown date. Unknown author. Released into public domain because its copyright has expired. Right: Meso-american step pyramid. March, 2008.©2008 by Fcb981 in en:Wikimedia. Some rights 
reserved CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en). 

 



Christopher  Columbus  sailed  on  ships  that  used  wind  power  in  order  to  reach  the  Americas.  

LeF  painGng:  Christopher  Columbus,  1519  by  SebasGano  del  Piombo.  PainGng  released  into  public  domain  because  of  an  expired  copyright.    Right  photo:  Pinta,  Santa  Maria,  Nina.  Lying  in  the  North  River,  New  York.    
The  caravels  which  crossed  from  Spain  to  be  presented  at  the  Word’s  Fair  at  Chicago,  1912  ,    taken  by  E.  Benjamin  Andrews.  Photo  released  into  public  domain  because  of  an  expired  copyright.  

Columbus  
(Co·∙lum·∙bus)  



Con9nent  
(con·∙G·∙nent)  

Drawing: World Map. Image released into public domain by its author, Alex Covarrubias. 



Coronado  
(Co·∙ro·∙na·∙do)  

Photo: Francisco Coronado. ©2010 by Billy Hathorn. Some rights reserved.  Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported.  
Map: The Coronado Expidition 1540-1542. Image released into the public domain by the National Park Service. 

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado was an 
explorer from Spain. In his search for the 
mythical Seven Cities of Gold, he led a great 
expedition from Mexico to present-day Kansas 
through parts of southwestern United States 
between 1540 and 1542. 



Explora9on  
(ex·∙plo·∙ra·∙Gon)  

Photo: Astronaut Bruce McCandless II, mission specialist, participates in an extra-vehicular activity, a few meters away from the cabin of the shuttle Challenger, 1984. Image released into public 
domain by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Painting: Lewis and Clark on the Lower Columbia, 1905. Image is in the public domain due to an expired copyright.  

Definition: the act or instance of 
exploring or investigating 
Example: Many people go on 
explorations to discover something new 
or to find something new. 



Harbor  
(har·∙bor)  

Photo: Port de Bass Harbor, sur l'île de Mount Desert Island (Maine).  June, 2008. ©2008 by Stéphane Batigne (Own work) [GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-
BY-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



La9n  American  
(Lat·∙in  Amer·∙i·∙can)  

Left Photo: Map of Latin America. March,2011. Created by the Wikigraphists  of the Graphic Lab (fr). Released into public domain by its author, Yug. 
Right Photo: Cesar Chavez. September, 2009.© by Joel Levine. Some rights reserved by CC-BY-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0). 



Pacific  Ocean  
(Pa·∙cif·∙ic  O·∙cean)  

Photo: Dawn on La Playa Ostional, 2007. Taken by Michelle Leigh Miller. Used with permission.  
Drawing: World map of oceans.  November, 2007. ©2007 by Pinpin in en:wikipedia.  Some rights reserved CC BY-SA 3.0 



Passage  
(pas·∙sage)  

 Map of Bering Strait. Provided by Google Maps. 

Definition: A path that allows travel between two landforms.  
Example: For many years, sailors used the passage between Russia and Alaska to 
travel from Northern Europe to the Pacific Ocean. 



Pirate  
(pi·∙rate)  

Image: Flag of pirate Edward England. ©2006 by WarX. Some rights reserved. GNU Free documentation license and Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported.  
Photo: Jack Sparrow Wax-Madame Toussaud, 2011. Image released into the public domain by author Tajmyr.  
Painting: Jean Lafitte, 19th century. Image released into the public domain due to an expired copyright. 
 Photo: Pirate’s Ship. ©2011 by Pudelek. Some rights reserved. Creative Commons Attribtion-Share Alike 3.0 Unported. 



Scarce  
(scarce)  

Photo: Buried machinery in barn lot in Dallas, South Dakota during the Dust Bowl, 1936. Image released into the public domain by the United States Department of Agriculture.  

Definition: insufficient to satisfy the need or demand; not abundant:  
Example: Water was so scarce during the Great Depression that many farmers 
could not grow any crops. 



SeAlement  
(set·∙tle·∙ment)  

Photo: Plimoth Plantation living museum, Plymouth, Massachusetts. ©2002 by Nancy. Some rights reserved. GNU Free documentation License and Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 
Unported, 2.5 Generic, 2.0 Generic and 1.0 Generic.  

Definition: the establishment of a new region; 
colonization  
Example: The settlement Jamestown was 
named after King James I of England. 



Slavery  
(slav·∙ery)  

Left Photo: Slaves working. 1988. ©2008 by Weatherford in en:wikimedia. Some rights CC-BY-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0). 
Right Photo: Slaves in chains. 1977. Taken by unknown individual. Released into the public because the copyright expired. 

  

Definition: the system of having slaves, or the 
condition of being a slave. 
Example: In the United States, slavery ended 
on January 1, 1863. 



Vikings  
(vi·∙kings)  

Drawing: Model of the Gokstad Ship. ©2006 by Softeis. Some rights reserved. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic. Photo: Vikings fighting (part of a festival-reenacting. ©2007 by 
Silar. Some rights reserved. GNU Free Documentation License and Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported. 

Definition: any of the Scandinavian 
pirates who plundered the coasts of 
Europe from the 8th to 10th centuries.  
Example: It is believed that the Vikings 
were the first Europeans to land on North 
American shores. 



OAer  
(OZer)  

Photo: Otter. ©2005 by Factumquintus. Some rights reserved. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported and GNU Free documentation License. 
 Photo: Close up of an otter. ©2009 by Forest Wander. Some rights reserved. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic. 

Definition: a small weasel-like mammal that 
lives mostly in lakes and rivers. 
Example: Otters were hunted by early 
explorers for their fur.   


