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All	  About	  Books	  and	  Other	  
Wri"en	  Texts	  

	  Everyday	  we	  encounter	  books	  and	  other	  
things	  we	  read.	  There	  are	  many	  types	  of	  
wri4en	  texts,	  but	  what	  you	  find	  inside	  of	  
each	  one	  may	  be	  different.	  	  How	  books	  and	  
other	  texts	  are	  wri4en	  is	  also	  important.	  
There	  are	  many	  words	  used	  to	  describe	  
books	  and	  other	  wri4en	  texts.	  We’ve	  
grouped	  these	  words	  into	  three	  groups.	  
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Types	  of	  Wri"en	  Texts	  

Everyday	  you	  may	  come	  across	  many	  types	  
of	  wri4en	  texts.	  Do	  you	  like	  to	  read	  stories	  
or	  novels?	  Have	  you	  ever	  used	  a	  dic=onary	  
at	  school	  or	  home?	  We’ve	  grouped	  some	  of	  
these	  important	  types	  of	  wri4en	  texts	  
together.	  	  
	  



General Types
of Texts:
* media
* text

* book
* poem
* play

Fiction Texts:
* fiction

* literature
* novel

* legend
* story
* tale

Nonfiction Texts:
* nonfiction

* essay
* article

* magazine
* newspaper

* speech
Reference Texts:

* manual
* dictionary

* encyclopedia
* report
* article
* journal

Notes and
Messages:

* letter
* note

* messageAll About Books and Other
Written Texts—

Types of Written Texts



media	  	  
(me·∙di·∙a)	  

The	  media	  includes	  television,	  radio,	  newspapers,	  magazines,	  and	  
the	  Internet.	  	  

©2012	  by	  Mr.TinDC	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

©2006	  by	  Susan	  Sermoneta	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

General	  Types	  of	  Texts	  	  



text	  	  
(text)	  

The	  word	  text	  is	  used	  to	  describe	  words	  that	  make	  up	  the	  main	  part	  of	  a	  book,	  magazine,	  
newspaper,	  web	  site,	  etc.	  	  

©2009	  by	  cactusbeetroot	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

General	  Types	  of	  Texts	  	  

The	  word	  text	  
is	  also	  used	  to	  
describe	  a	  
whole	  book	  
or	  other	  piece	  
of	  wri=ng	  by	  
itself.	  



book	  	  
(book)	  

©2010	  by	  Abbey	  Hendrickson	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

A	  book	  is	  set	  of	  printed	  sheets	  of	  
paper	  that	  are	  held	  together	  inside	  a	  
cover.	  

General	  Types	  of	  Texts	  	  



poem	  
(po·∙em)	  	  

©2014	  by	  Christy	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

A	  poem	  is	  a	  piece	  of	  wri=ng	  
that	  is	  wri4en	  in	  separate	  
lines,	  oaen	  has	  a	  repeated	  
rhythm,	  and	  some=mes	  
repeated	  rhyme.	  

General	  Types	  of	  Texts	  	  



play	  
(play)	  

©2008	  by	  Ka=e	  Krueger	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

A	  play	  is	  a	  story	  that	  is	  
acted	  out	  on	  stage.	  
Actors	  prac=ce	  their	  
parts	  of	  the	  play	  using	  
a	  script	  or	  wri4en	  
version	  of	  the	  play.	  

General	  Types	  of	  Texts	  	  



fic*on	  	  
(fic·∙=on)	  	  

Fic1on	  refers	  to	  wri4en	  stories	  about	  people	  and	  events	  
that	  are	  not	  real.	  

©2011	  by	  Weslie	  Leung	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  



literature	  
(lit·∙er·∙a·∙ture)	  

The	  word	  literature	  refers	  to	  wri4en	  works	  (such	  as	  
poems,	  plays,	  and	  novels)	  that	  are	  considered	  to	  be	  
very	  good	  and	  to	  have	  las=ng	  importance.	  	  

©2011	  by	  fetmano	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  

Libraries	  and	  
bookstores	  oaen	  
have	  a	  literature	  
sec=on.	  	  
	  



novel	  	  
(nov·∙el)	  

A	  novel	  is	  a	  long	  wri4en	  story	  that	  is	  usually	  about	  imaginary	  
characters	  and	  events.	  

©2009	  by	  Easa	  Shamih	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  



legend	  	  
(leg·∙end)	  

©2012	  by	  Mr.TinDC	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

	  A	  legend	  is	  a	  story	  from	  the	  past	  that	  is	  believed	  by	  many	  people	  but	  
cannot	  be	  proved	  to	  be	  true	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  



story	  	  
(sto·∙ry)	   A	  story	  is	  a	  fic=onal	  text	  that	  is	  shorter	  than	  a	  novel.	  	  

©2014	  by	  Personal	  Crea=ons	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  



tale	  
(tale)	  

©2007	  by	  	  L.	  Whi4aker	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Once upon a time…

A	  tale	  is	  a	  story	  about	  imaginary	  events.	  

Fic=on	  Texts	  	  



nonfic*on	  	  
(non·∙fic·∙=on)	  	  

Nonfic=on	  texts	  
are	  about	  or	  
based	  on	  facts	  
and	  real	  events.	  

©2012	  by	  General	  press	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nd/
2.0/	  	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  

©2013	  by	  Pascal	  Lee	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  



essay	  
(es·∙say)	  	  

An	  essay	  is	  a	  short	  piece	  of	  wri=ng	  that	  tells	  a	  person's	  
thoughts	  or	  opinions	  about	  a	  subject	  

©2008	  by	  Ka=e	  Krueger	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  



ar*cle	  	  
(ar·∙=·∙cle)	  

©2007	  by	  Mandy	  Jouan	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

An	  ar1cle	  is	  a	  piece	  of	  wri=ng	  
about	  a	  par=cular	  subject	  that	  is	  
included	  in	  a	  magazine,	  
newspaper,	  etc.	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  



magazine	  	  
(mag·∙a·∙zine)	  

©2010	  by	  NASA's	  James	  Webb	  Space	  Telescope	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Magazines	  are	  a	  collec=on	  of	  essays,	  
stories,	  and	  pictures	  that	  are	  usually	  
published	  once	  a	  week	  or	  once	  a	  month.	  	  	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  



newspaper	  	  
(news·∙pa·∙per)	  

©2004	  by	  Terje	  Skjerdal	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  



speech	  
(speech)	  

©2009	  by	  Tony	  Fischer	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

A	  speech	  is	  spoken	  in	  front	  
of	  people.	  Speeches	  are	  
usually	  wri4en	  before	  they	  
are	  spoken.	  

Nonfic=on	  Texts	  	  



manual	  	  
(man·∙u·∙al)	  

©2008	  by	  Amit	  Gupta	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

A	  manual	  is	  small	  book	  that	  is	  about	  informa=on	  on	  something.	  

Reference	  Texts	  	  



dic*onary	  	  
(dic·∙=o·∙nary)	  	  

©2009	  by	  City	  Year	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Reference	  Texts	  	  



encyclopedia	  	  
(en·∙cy·∙clo·∙pe·∙dia)	  

©2011	  by	  Alex	  Proimos	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

Reference	  Texts	  	  



report	  	  
(re·∙port)	  

©2010	  by	  Jake	  Przespo	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

A	  report	  is	  story	  in	  a	  newspaper	  or	  on	  radio	  or	  television	  that	  
is	  about	  something	  that	  happened	  or	  that	  gives	  informa=on	  
about	  something.	  

Reference	  Texts	  	  



journal	  	  
(jour·∙nal)	  

A	  journal	  is	  a	  book	  that	  you	  write	  down	  your	  personal	  experiences	  
and	  thoughts.	  

©2008	  by	  Kolby	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Reference	  Texts	  	  



le"er	  	  
(let·∙ter)	  

©2013	  by	  Vipul	  Mathur	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

A	  le<er	  is	  usually	  a	  personal	  message	  addressed	  to	  a	  person	  or	  
organiza=on.	  	  

Notes	  and	  Messages	  	  



note	  
(note)	  

A	  note	  is	  a	  short	  piece	  of	  wri=ng	  that	  is	  used	  to	  help	  someone	  
remember	  something	  

©2009	  by	  Jimmie	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Notes	  and	  Messages	  	  



message	  	  
(mes·∙sage)	  

©2009	  by	  protoflux	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

A	  message	  is	  a	  piece	  of	  informa=on	  that	  is	  sent	  or	  given	  
to	  someone.	  

Notes	  and	  Messages	  	  
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What's	  Inside	  a	  Text	  
	  

Don’t	  judge	  a	  book	  by	  its	  cover!	  The	  =tle	  of	  
the	  text,	  how	  it	  is	  organized,	  and	  the	  
images	  and	  illustra=ons	  in	  the	  text	  are	  all	  
important	  parts	  of	  a	  text	  you	  are	  reading.	  	  	  
	  



All About Books and Other Written Texts—
What's Inside a Text

Titles of
Texts:
* title

* entitle
* label

How Texts are
Organized:

* page
* chapter

* paragraph
* sentence
* volume

Helpful Images
Found in Texts:

* chart
* diagram
* graph



*tle	  
(=·∙tle)	  

©2010	  by	  Ross	  Griff	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://
crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

en*tle	  

(en·∙=·∙tle)	  
	  

To	  en1tle	  means	  to	  give	  a	  text	  a	  =tle.	  	  

A	  1tle	  is	  the	  name	  given	  to	  something.	  	  

Titles	  of	  Texts	  	  



label	  
(la·∙bel)	  	  

A	  label	  is	  a	  word	  or	  phrase	  that	  
describes	  or	  iden=fies	  something	  or	  
someone.	  

©2013	  by	  Steve	  Rhodes	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Titles	  of	  Texts	  	  



page	  
(page)	  	  

©2008	  by	  Horia	  Varlan	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  page	  is	  a	  piece	  of	  paper	  within	  a	  text.	  	  	  

How	  Texts	  Are	  Organized	  	  



chapter	  
(chap·∙ter)	  

A	  chapter	  is	  a	  sec=on	  of	  a	  book.	  

©2012	  by	  Richard	  Due	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://
crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

How	  Texts	  Are	  Organized	  	  



paragraph	  
(par·∙a·∙graph)	  

©2008	  by	  kidlitartlover	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

A	  	  paragraph	  is	  a	  
part	  of	  a	  piece	  of	  
wri=ng	  that	  	  
deals	  with	  one	  
subject	  and	  that	  
is	  made	  up	  of	  
many	  sentences.	  

How	  Texts	  Are	  Organized	  	  



sentence	  
(sen·∙tence)	  

©2011	  by	  plaisanter~	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

How	  Texts	  Are	  Organized	  	  



volume	  
(vol·∙ume)	  	  

A	  volume	  is	  one	  of	  a	  series	  of	  books	  that	  together	  form	  a	  
complete	  work	  or	  collec=on.	  

©2007	  by	  Stewart	  Bu4erfield	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

How	  Texts	  Are	  Organized	  	  



chart	  	  
(chart)	  

A	  chart	  is	  
informa=on	  
presented	  in	  the	  
form	  of	  a	  table	  
and	  diagram.	  	  

©2011	  by	  DW	  2002	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Helpful	  Images	  Found	  in	  Texts	  	  



diagram	  
(di·∙a·∙gram)	  	  

©2011	  by	  Enokson	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

A	  diagram	  is	  a	  drawing	  that	  explains	  or	  
shows	  the	  parts	  of	  something.	  

Helpful	  Images	  Found	  in	  Texts	  	  



graph	  	  
(graph)	  

©2010	  by	  Frankie	  Roberto	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Helpful	  Images	  Found	  in	  Texts	  	  



All	  About	  Books	  and	  Other	  
	  Wri4en	  Works—	  

How	  Books	  and	  Other	  Texts	  Are	  Wri4en	  	  

For	  more	  informa=on	  about	  TextProject,	  visit	  www.textproject.org	  
v.1.0	  ©	  2015	  TextProject,	  Inc.	  Some	  rights	  reserved	  
	  h"p://crea*vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/3.0/us/	  

©2012	  by	  Lennart	  Tange	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0/	  	  



All About Books and
Other Written Texts

Types of
Written Texts

What's
Inside a Text

How Books
and Other
Texts are
Written



How	  Books	  and	  Other	  Texts	  Are	  
Wri"en	  	  

	  

Have	  you	  ever	  wondered	  how	  a	  book	  is	  
wri4en?	  An	  author	  goes	  through	  a	  wri=ng	  
process	  and	  uses	  many	  supplies	  before	  his	  
or	  her	  work	  is	  published.	  	  
	  



All About Books and Other Written Texts—
How Books and Other Texts are Written

The Writing
Process:

* write
* spell
* draft
* edit^

Supplies Used
When Writing:

* paper
* pad
* ink
* pen

* pencil
* envelope

Publishing a
Written Piece:

* press
* print



write	  
(write)	  

To	  write	  refers	  to	  forming	  le4ers	  or	  numbers	  on	  
a	  surface	  with	  a	  pen,	  paper,	  or	  typing	  them	  on	  a	  
computer.	  

©2009	  by	  jeffrey	  james	  pacres	  at	  Flickr	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

spell	  
(spell)	  	  

To	  spell	  means	  to	  
name,	  write,	  or	  
print	  in	  order	  the	  
le4ers	  of	  a	  word.	  

The	  Wri=ng	  Process	  	  



draL	  
(draa)	  

A	  dra>	  is	  a	  version	  of	  something	  that	  you	  make	  
before	  you	  make	  the	  final	  version.	  

Dra>s	  are	  edited	  
in	  order	  to	  make	  
them	  be4er.	  	  	  	  

©2012	  by	  Joanna	  Penn	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

The	  Wri=ng	  Process	  	  



edit	  
(ed·∙it)	  

To	  edit	  means	  to	  
make	  changes	  and	  
correct	  mistakes	  

©2009	  by	  Benhamin	  Solah	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

The	  Wri=ng	  Process	  	  



paper	  	  
(pa·∙per)	  

©2009	  by	  Clair	  Cessford	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



pad	  
(pad)	  

©2009	  by	  Sara	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



ink	  
(ink)	  	  

©2015	  by	  Kris=na	  Werner	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  
reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/
licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

©2006	  by	  Ben	  Watkin	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  
reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/
licenses/by-‐nc/2.0/	  	  

Ink	  is	  a	  colored	  
liquid	  that	  is	  used	  
for	  wri=ng.	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



pen	  	  
(pen)	  

©2006	  by	  Hélène	  Villeneuve	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



pencil	  	  
(pen·∙cil)	  

©2014	  by	  Steven	  Depolo	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



envelope	  
(en·∙ve·∙lope)	  

©2010	  Special	  Invite	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by-‐nc-‐nd/2.0/	  	  

©2012	  by	  Rick&Brenda	  Beerhorst	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Supplies	  Used	  When	  Wri=ng	  	  



publish	  
(pub·∙lish)	  

To	  publish	  something	  that	  is	  wri4en	  means	  that	  many	  copies	  of	  
the	  text	  are	  printed	  or	  made	  available	  for	  people	  to	  read.	  	  

Publishing	  a	  Wri4en	  Piece	  	  

©2010	  by	  Nico	  Paix	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  



print	  
(print)	  

©2014	  by	  Photography	  Department	  of	  Texas	  A&M	  University-‐Commerce	  Marke=ng	  &	  Communica=ons	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

©2012	  by	  No	  More	  Plains	  at	  Flickr.	  Some	  rights	  reserved.	  h4ps://crea=vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/	  	  

Publishing	  a	  Wri4en	  Piece	  	  


