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The way we move our body as we walk can convey emotion and meaning. Students
who are tired from activities on the playground may walk slowly into the classroom.
Students who have argued with one another on the playground may walk in an
agitated fashion.

Encourage students to recognize the different ways in which people can walk. One way
to understand the distinctions in movement is for students to “practice” walking in
particular ways. For example, while plodding and strolling are both slow, the two ways
of moving have distinctions.

Follow-Ups
« How might a person walk if he/she was trying to be quiet?

« Someone who is skipping may be feeling happy. How would you describe someone
who is shuffling along?

o If people have an injured leg, would they be hobbling or stomping?

The Spanish Connection

The word walk is a merging of two different Old English words that are cognates of

the Middle Dutch word walken. The Spanish word for to walk is caminar. Walk and
caminar are not cognates. However, some of the synonyms for walk do have Spanish
cognates.

Word Changes

o Walk can be used as a verb and as a noun. As a verb, walk is one of the ways
people move on land.

o Walk can also be used as a noun. As a noun, walk is often used to describe a path
or a place where people can walk on, or the act of walking.

o Interesting thing to note is that some synonyms of the verb walk are also
synonyms of the noun walk. For example, a person can stroll through a park, or
they can take a stroll through a park.

o Don't forget walk, used as a noun and a verb, also has a particular meaning in
baseball!

o “To hoofit” is to walk. This idiom comes from the fact animals do not drive a car
or a boat, ride a bike, or fly a plane as a mode of transportation.

o “To walk the plank” is to move slowly from a place of safety to a place that you
don’t wish to go. For example, Sally walked to the principal’s office like she was
walking the plank. It comes from the days when pirates forced prisoners or
people to walk the plank so that they would fall to their death into the sea.
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. step . skip . pace specific
« march - run - plodding manner
- advance . stride . stroll - wade
. - trample - mosey - weaving
Walk as in . stomp «amble - waddle
to walk . prance - wobble
QUIGt!V or . strut - falter
secretively - swagger - stumble
. F?VOW| * saunter
- tiptoe - toddle
. creep . plod
- stalk o lumber
. scurry « hike
y S'fU|k « traipse
« slink « moonwalk
- sleepwalk
IDIOMS Walk as in
» Walk a mile in my shoes to walk with
- On foot injury
« Hoof it walk - hobble
« Walk of life « limp
- Walk away from - shuffle

- Walk off/away with

« Walk on air

«Walk out on

+ Walk (someone) through
« Walk the plank

« Walk it off

- Take a hike

« Go the extra mile
«Walk a thin line

» Walk a tightrope

« Walking on ice

+ Walk and chew gum at the same time
« Walk on eggshells

« Walk on water

COMMON PHRASES
« Walk out

- Walk over

« Walk through

« Tread carefully/softly
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THE SPANISH CONNECTION

- to march / marchar
- to advance / avanzar

PROVERB

“We must learn to walk
before we can run’”
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Derivational Suffix
- walker”

Inflected Endings

- walks™
- walked" Compound Words

- walking” Walk used as a verb
- walking shoes
» walking stick
- walkway
- walkie-talkie
- sleepwalk

[ ‘ & » moonwalk

- sidewalk

% - jaywalk
@) - jaywalking

- jaywalker

? ﬂ & . crosswalk

Morphological
Family for
Walk

"Walk used as a noun
vWalk used as a verb
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