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Find is a common word in classrooms. To find is to search for something lost or
unknown. Teachers often ask students to find the solution to a math problem by
working out the problem in their heads. Students can conduct experiments to find out,
for instance, what happens when plants are not watered.

The word find is used as both a verb and a noun. As a verb, it can refer to a search
for physical objects, such as a missing jacket or hat. People can also find something
abstract, however, such as the resolution to a conflict. Because there are different
processes at work when finding a physical object versus an abstract idea, many
synonyms for find have narrow definitions. But some synonyms can serve in either
situation.

Follow-Ups

« Can there be different ways to find the correct answer to a math problem?
o In what part of a book would you find the definition of a word?

o How is a map useful to help find a park in an unfamiliar city?

« What might students find out as the result of a science lab?

The Spanish Connection

Find comes from the Old English word findan, which means “come upon, alight on”
The Spanish word for to find is encontrar. Even though find and encontrar are not
cognates, some synonyms for find do have Spanish cognates.

Word Changes

o The word find as a noun refers to something that was found, either a physical
object or, an idea. However, when the term is “a find,” the assumption is that the
find is in some way exceptional. “A find” could be an important archaeological
discovery, or a rare comic book turned up in a neighborhood garage sale.

o The word finder is a person who finds or discovers something. The suffix -er is
often used with adjectives to make comparisons (such as big and bigger), but here
it is a derivational suffix that indicates the person who performs the action (such
as farm and farmer, drive and driver).

o The compound word viewfinder is the name for the part of a camera that helps a
photographer find and compose a photo.
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Find asin
to search for
something
«search
- discover
- unearth
« locate
- trace
- detect
- recover
- investigate
- seek
« explore
- ascertain
- determine
- conclude
« unmask
. reveal
« uncover

COMMON PHRASES

« Find out

« Finders keepers

« Come across

+ Hit upon

+ Stumble on

« Rummage around

» Looking for

« Find it in your heart
« Find a way

IDIOMS

« Find you red handed
- Weasel/ferret out

« Find yourself

- Find your/my way

« Eureka!

« Finders keepers

v.1.0 © 2011 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

E4-31

Find

Find as in
an exceptional object
oridea
- treasure
« breakthrough
«insight
« bargain
- discovery
« innovation

PROVERB
“Seek and you shall find”

THE SPANISH CONNECTION
+To locate / localizar

- To investigate / investegar

- To reveal / revelar

« To conclude / concluir

« To determine / determinar

+ Innovation / innovacién

« To explore / explorar

« To detect / detectar
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Inflected Endings
« finds™
« finding"

Derivational Suffixes
- findings’
- finder”
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" Find used as a houn
Y Find used as a verb
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Compound Words

Find used as a verb
- find out
- fact-finding
- finder’s fee
- finders keepers
« pathfinder
- rangefinder
- viewfinder
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