Public Spaces
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You and your friends
race across the park to
the swings. You pass
people playing basketball,
skateboarding, and
jogging. You walk home
on the sidewalk, and you
visit the library on the
way.
What do these places
have in common? In
addition to being fun,
they’re all public spaces.
Public spaces are areas
that are open to everyone:
that’s what public means.
If you go to a public school, a skateboarding park, or a
hiking trail, you visit public spaces.
While public spaces are open to everyone, it takes a
lot of time and money to keep them clean and growing.
Towns, counties, states, and the federal government
work together to clean and rebuild public spaces.
Governments also redesign public spaces to create new
attractions, such as new jogging trails and playgrounds.
These tasks provide jobs for thousands of people.
Money collected through taxes allows governments
to maintain public spaces. All workers pay taxes to
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federal, state, and local governments. You pay taxes, too,
when you buy some things.
Tax money is used to build and repair roads,
schools, and libraries. It is used to fund police and fire
departments and national parks. It is also used to rebuild
beaches, hiking trails, and other public spaces that are
damaged by hurricanes, tornadoes, and other storms.
Your taxes help keep public spaces clean and safe.
Although you don’t have to pay to visit most
public spaces, some spaces charge admission fees.
Admission fees help pay the expenses of redesigning and
maintaining the land and buildings in public spaces.
Many people also donate their money and time to
organizations that fund public spaces. Their donations
help to keep these areas open to everyone.
Millions of Americans visit public spaces every
day. They like
to go to many
different places
to meet friends
or to explore.
They also like
to see that their
taxes keep their
country beautiful
and open to
everyone.
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