Young Heroes:
Rachel Beckwith
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In the summer of
2011, Rachel Beckwith
had just finished third
grade. She was looking
forward to riding her
bike and playing games
like jump rope with her
friends. Rachel also liked
dancing.
Then she heard
someone say that there
were children in Africa
who did not have clean
water to drink. The
person was from an
organization called
charitywater.org, a charity that builds wells for towns
in Africa. The wells provide people with clean water.
Without wells, people often have to walk many miles
to find water, then carry it home in buckets. Often, the
water is not clean.
Instead of presents for her ninth birthday, Rachel
asked her family and friends to donate $9 for clean water
in Africa to charitywater.org. If she could raise $300, 15
people could get clean drinking water.
By the time her birthday came, Rachel had raised
$220. That meant that 11 people could get clean water.
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She told her mom that she would try harder the next year
to raise more money for the charity.
A month later, Rachel was critically injured in a car
accident. On July 23, 2011, she was taken off life support.
She died soon after.
When the news about Rachel’s story and her
birthday wish spread, people all around the world began
to donate money in her name. Some gave $9, some $19,
some more. A month later, 30,000 people had given more
than $1.2 million. Because of Rachel Beckwith, 60,000
people in more than 100 villages now have clean water to
drink.
In her honor, one village put up a sign that reads,
“Rachel’s great dream, kindness, and vision of a better
world will live with and among us forever.” Clearly, one
person, even a child, can make a difference.
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