
A lake in northern Scotland is said to be the home 
of the Loch Ness Monster, called Nessie. This monster is 
said to be a large dinosaur-like creature with a long neck 
and a small head. Scientists have dragged nets across 
the lake, scanned it with high-tech equipment, and even 
used a submarine. However, no creature has ever been 
found. The photos of Nessie could show a tree branch, an 
otter, or something else.

What should you do if someone says there’s a 
monster? Think about whether the person might be 
trying to trick you. Also, ask the person to show you 
proof. It can be fun to tell stories about such creatures, 
but no monsters have ever been found.
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Stories about 
“monsters” are told 
around the world. Some 
are said to look human. 
Some are said to look 
like apes. Some are said 
to look like dinosaurs. 
What’s similar about 
these stories is that there’s 
no proof these creatures 
really exist.

In the northwestern 
United States, people tell 
stories about a creature 
called Bigfoot. This ape-
like creature is said to 

be between six and ten feet tall, to weigh more than 
500 pounds, and to be covered in fur. Scientists have 
found that someone who was playing a trick had molded 
Bigfoot’s huge footprints from clay. Another person had 
dressed in an ape costume and roared to frighten people.

People who live in the Amazon rain forest of Brazil 
tell stories about a monster that roars like thunder, looks 
like a bear, and has a strong smell. Called a mapinguary, 
the creature is said to leave a trail of beetles behind it 
and to be seven feet tall. Scientists who scanned the area 
think the mapinguary could be a giant sloth.
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