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Developing instructional strategies for boosting the power of 
Tier 2 words 

Session 1: 
1.  Establishing what’s unique about the    

  extended vocabulary of literary texts 

2.  Developing a stance toward the unique words of literary 
texts:  Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events (E4) 

3.  Understanding Tier 2 words in literary texts 

4.  Applying the E4 stance to Tier 2 words 
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“Core” vocabulary consists 
of 4,000 word families (e.g., 
help, helps, helping, helped, 
helper but not helpless, helpful) 

 1st 1,000:  the to separate 
 2nd 1,000:  length to compare 
 3rd 1,000:   gate to moral 
 4th 1,000:   whale to relate 

http://textproject.org/assets/library/
resources/WordZones_4000-simple-word-
families.pdf  

10% “Unique” or  
“Complex” Vocabulary 
(300,000+ words—all of which 
occur less than once per 100,000 
words of text) 



Words come from 
particular 
categories/topics 

Words belong to 
particular 
semantic 
clusters 

“Core 
Vocabulary” 



Narrative/Literary Text  

Ramona went to her room and looked 
at her table, which the family called 
Ramona’s studio, because it was a 
clutter of crayons, different kinds of 
paper, bits of yarn, and odds and ends 
that Ramona used for amusing 
herself.  Then Ramona thought a 
moment, and suddenly, filled with 
inspiration, she went to work.   



Content-Area (Informational) Text 

 Sound is made when matter vibrates.  
To vibrate means to move quickly back 
and forth.  You can feel vibrations if you 
touch a bell that is ringing or a radio 
that is playing.  The sounds you hear 
may be different, but they are all alike 
in one way.  All sounds are made by 
vibrating matter.   



Content Area Sample Words 

Civics abuse of power, campaign, elected representative, 
geographical representation, individual liberty, Labor Day, 
national origin, patriotism, school board, Uncle Sam, 
welfare 

English 
Language Arts 

abbreviation, capitalization, e-mail, genre, illustration, 
learning log, paragraph, reading strategy, table, verb 

Geography billboards, discovery, fall line, harbor, Japan, land clearing, 
national capital, Pacific rim, rain forest, technology, 
vegetation region 

Mathematics addend, capacity, equation, gram, improbability, mass, 
obtuse angle, quotient, sample, unit conversion 

Science bedrock, Earth’s axis, gases, inherited characteristic, 
magnetic attraction, ocean currents, recycle, technology, 
water capacity 

From Marzano (2004) 



Teaching Content-Area Vocabulary: 
An Illustration 

Designing 
Mixtures  substanceproperty

dissolve

abrasive

acid

ingredient

combine

solution

soluble

mixture

pure

chemical

absorb

odor



Content-Area Vocabulary  
Across Gr. 2, 4, & 6 



Story Word Examples of Words in Cluster  
(Beyond Story) 

amazed enchanted 
enthralled 
spellbound 
captivated 
transfixed 

fascinated 

marveled 

baffled confused 
mystified 
perplexed 
confounded 

bewildered 

stumped 





Communication/
Internal Processes 

(verbs) 

Emotions 
(adjectives) 

Movement (verbs) 

think glad go 

argue sad send 

observe mad start 

guess selfish stop 

say fear stay 



Argue

Argue&as&in&to
be&in&a

disagreement&
!ight

disagree
bicker
dispute
quarrel
quibble
clash
feud
spar

Argue&as&in&to
explain&the
reasons&for&a
position&in&a
debate.
debate
assert
contend
maintain
plead
reason
refute

Idioms
hash6out

cross6swords
wading6in6(wading
into6a6debate)

Cognates
dispute/disputa
debate/debater
refute/refutar



32 lessons 
available for 
free download 





 
 

suggest

To tell someone
your ideas about
what should be

done

advise
recommend

propose
present

put forward a plan
declare

Idiom

* put in two cents
* give (you) a tip
* make a pitch
* hint at
* throw out (an idea)





vain

A person who is
extremely proud of

their looks or
accomplishments

proud
arrogant

egotistical
conceited

Idiom

* in vain
* vain as a peacock

Something that
did not have the
expected result

fruitless
futile

unsuccessful

Same sound,
different spelling

vain, vane



 
 

enormous

Something that is
very large in size or

number

gigantic
immense

vast
huge

colossal
mammoth

tremendous
gargantuan

jumbo
humongous
astronomic
ginorous

mega
monster size

montrous
supersize
king-size

super-duper



 
 

exclaim

To speak in a loud and
shocked manner

shout
yell

cry out
call out

blurt (out)
roar

shrieked
holler
howl

Common phrase

* exclamation mark
* shout from the top
of the roof

To say something
in an official

manner

proclaim
announce

state
declare





•overheard 
•vain 

•suggested 
•exclaimed 
•swift 
•enormous 30 additional 

words 
82 additional 
words 
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Related to Target 
Words 

Key to text Viceroy’s court 

announcing unique market 

vane ordinary mexican 

mexico 

guards 

uniforms 

palace 

towers 

viceroy 

vicereine 

ladies-in-waiting 

plaza 

parian 



©2008 By POWER_SURF.  Some rights reserved. http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0 

Mexico 
(Mex i co) 
 
Mexican 
(Mex i can)  



*  By Fawcett5 at en.wikipedia (Transferred 
from en.wikipedia) [Public domain) 

viceroy 
[vice roy] 



Painting by Francois Gerard of 
Auguste Amalia Ludovika von Bayern, 
vicereine of Italy (public domain) 

vicereine  
(vice reine) 



*  ©2011 By Simon Q from United Kingdom By Simon Q from United Kingdom.  Some rights reserved.  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/
2.0 

palace (pal ace) 



tower (tow er) 



guard (guard) 
in  
uniform (u ni form) 



Giuseppe Vasi [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 



©2004 by Markus Bernet.  Some rights reserved.  



•flustered 
•clutter 
•beckoned 

•visible 
•remark 
•mentioned 

49 additional 
words 

146 additional 
words 
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* If you can do one activity:  Exceptional Expressions 
* WHEN?  Transition times 

* If you can do two activities:  Pick two (or more) robust 
words from focus story with which to do a semantic map 

* If you can do three activities:  Do a close reading of a text 
based on a particular aspect of vocabulary 
* Example:  Ramona:  what words describe her way of being 

* Example:  Half-Chicken--verbs 


