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Standard	
  10:	
  	
  Range,	
  Quality,	
  &	
  
Complexity	
  of	
  Student	
  Reading	
  





Measuring	
  Text	
  Complexity	
  

Reader and Task 

Such	
  assessments	
  are	
  best	
  made	
  by	
  
teachers	
  employing	
  their	
  professional	
  
knowledge	
  of	
  their	
  students	
  and	
  the	
  

subject.	
  

QuanCtaCve	
  
features	
  typically	
  
measured	
  by	
  
computer	
  
soHware	
  

Text	
  features	
  
measured	
  by	
  
an	
  aIenCve	
  
human	
  reader	
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Text	
  Pair	
  1:	
  	
  Formerly	
  Middle-­‐School,	
  
Now	
  Grs.	
  4-­‐5	
  in	
  CCSS	
  Exemplars	
  
It	
  had	
  been	
  fun,	
  those	
  two	
  
months	
  in	
  India.	
  	
  He	
  would	
  miss	
  
Uncle	
  Ralph,	
  miss	
  the	
  days	
  they	
  
had	
  spent	
  together	
  in	
  the	
  jungle,	
  
even	
  the	
  screams	
  of	
  the	
  
panthers	
  and	
  the	
  many	
  eerie	
  
sounds	
  of	
  the	
  jungle	
  night.	
  	
  
Never	
  again	
  would	
  he	
  think	
  of	
  a	
  
missionary’s	
  work	
  as	
  easy	
  work.	
  	
  	
  

Alice	
  was	
  beginning	
  to	
  get	
  very	
  
Gred	
  of	
  siHng	
  by	
  her	
  sister	
  on	
  
the	
  bank,	
  and	
  of	
  having	
  nothing	
  
to	
  do:	
  once	
  or	
  twice	
  she	
  had	
  
peeped	
  into	
  the	
  book	
  her	
  sister	
  
was	
  reading,	
  but	
  it	
  had	
  no	
  
pictures	
  or	
  conversaGons	
  in	
  it,	
  
and	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  a	
  book,	
  
thought	
  Alice	
  without	
  pictures	
  
or	
  conversaGon?	
  	
  



Text	
  Pair	
  2:	
  	
  Common	
  Core	
  
Exemplars	
  for	
  Middle	
  School	
  
The	
  door	
  to	
  the	
  cook’s	
  quarters	
  
whacked	
  open	
  against	
  the	
  iron	
  
cot	
  of	
  Assistant	
  Baker	
  Charles	
  
Burgess.	
  	
  He	
  woke	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  
start	
  and	
  stared	
  at	
  Second	
  
Steward	
  George	
  Dodd	
  standing	
  
in	
  the	
  doorway.	
  	
  Normally	
  a	
  
rotund,	
  jolly	
  man,	
  Dodd	
  looked	
  
serious	
  as	
  he	
  called,	
  Get	
  up	
  lads,	
  
we’re	
  sinking.	
  

He	
  wasn't	
  just	
  a	
  kid	
  at	
  a	
  
computer,	
  but	
  something	
  more,	
  
something	
  new,	
  an	
  impresario,	
  
and	
  an	
  InformaGon	
  Age	
  CEO,	
  
transfixed	
  and	
  concentrated,	
  
almost	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  machinery,	
  
conducGng	
  the	
  digital	
  ensemble	
  
that	
  controlled	
  his	
  life…He	
  was	
  
playing,	
  working,	
  networking,	
  
visiGng,	
  strategizing,	
  all	
  without	
  
skipping	
  a	
  funcGon,	
  geHng	
  
confused,	
  or	
  stopping	
  to	
  think.	
  

Lord,	
  W.	
  (1955).	
  	
  A	
  night	
  to	
  remember,	
  NY:	
  	
  
Bantam	
  Books,	
  p.	
  22.	
  	
  	
  

Katz,	
  J.	
  (2000).	
  	
  Geeks:	
  	
  How	
  Two	
  Lost	
  Boys	
  Rode	
  
the	
  Internet	
  Out	
  of	
  Idaho.	
  	
  	
  NY:	
  	
  Broadway	
  Books,	
  
p.	
  19.	
  



Text	
  Pair	
  3:	
  	
  Assessment	
  Examples	
  
(IL	
  State	
  &	
  PARCC)	
  

Illinois	
  Sample	
  Assessment	
   PARCC	
  Sample	
  Assessment	
  

Evans	
  chose	
  not	
  to	
  turn	
  
professional	
  and	
  earn	
  money	
  for	
  
his	
  fine	
  skill.	
  	
  This	
  choice	
  might	
  
seem	
  unusual	
  today,	
  but	
  Evans	
  
felt	
  strongly	
  that	
  any	
  money	
  he	
  
earned	
  from	
  golf	
  should	
  return	
  
to	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  golf.	
  	
  Evans	
  
respected	
  the	
  tradiGon	
  of	
  the	
  
game	
  and	
  felt	
  that	
  taking	
  money	
  
from	
  it	
  would	
  detract	
  from	
  its	
  
purity.	
  

When	
  10-­‐year	
  old	
  Amelia	
  Mary	
  
Earhart	
  saw	
  her	
  first	
  plane	
  at	
  a	
  
state	
  fair,	
  she	
  was	
  not	
  
impressed.	
  "It	
  was	
  a	
  thing	
  of	
  
rusty	
  wire	
  and	
  wood	
  and	
  looked	
  
not	
  at	
  all	
  interesGng,"	
  she	
  said.	
  
It	
  wasn't	
  unGl	
  Earhart	
  a\ended	
  
a	
  stunt	
  flying	
  exhibiGon,	
  almost	
  
a	
  decade	
  later,	
  that	
  she	
  became	
  
seriously	
  interested	
  in	
  aviaGon.	
  

Keller,	
  H.	
  (1903).	
  	
  The	
  Story	
  of	
  My	
  life.	
  



One	
  more	
  piece	
  of	
  challenging	
  news:	
  	
  	
  
Role	
  of	
  Syntax	
  and	
  Vocabulary	
  in	
  Lexiles	
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Lexile	
  	
  

Gr.	
  10-­‐11	
  

Gr.	
  6-­‐8	
  Gr.	
  6-­‐8	
  

•  Syntax	
  
accounts	
  for	
  
88%	
  of	
  the	
  
variance	
  in	
  
Lexiles.	
  

•  Vocabulary	
  
accounts	
  for	
  
28%	
  of	
  the	
  
variance	
  in	
  
Lexiles.	
  	
  	
  



Digital	
  readability	
  formulas	
  (Lexiles)	
  
provide	
  no	
  indication	
  of	
  challenging	
  
vocabulary	
  

Lexile	
   Sentence	
  Length	
   Word	
  Frequency	
  

Henry	
  &	
  Mudge	
  
(First	
  Book)	
  	
  
(Gr.	
  2-­‐3)	
  

460	
   7.98	
   3.65	
  

Black	
  Ship	
  (Gr.	
  6-­‐8)	
   1050	
   17.75	
   3.65	
  

Bending	
  close	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  it,	
  everyone	
  could	
  see	
  the	
  
words	
  "To	
  the	
  fairest"	
  traced	
  on	
  its	
  side.	
  	
  	
  (Black	
  Ship)	
  
	
  
Then	
  he	
  found	
  Mudge.	
  	
  Mudge	
  had	
  floppy	
  ears,	
  not	
  
pointed.	
  	
  And	
  Mudge	
  had	
  straight	
  fur,	
  not	
  curly.	
  	
  	
  

(Henry	
  &	
  Mudge,	
  First	
  Book)	
  



Bottom	
  Line	
  
•  Current	
  quanCtaCve	
  text	
  difficulty	
  system(s)	
  emphasize	
  syntax,	
  
while	
  vocabulary	
  is	
  the	
  measure	
  that	
  consistently	
  predicts	
  
students’	
  comprehension	
  performances.	
  

•  Further:	
  	
  evidence	
  is	
  strong	
  that	
  vocabulary	
  is	
  amenable	
  to	
  
instrucGon,	
  especially	
  for	
  English	
  Learners.	
  Syntax	
  awareness	
  
can	
  be	
  improved	
  through	
  sentence	
  combining/wriCng	
  exercises	
  
and	
  through	
  extensive	
  reading	
  but	
  syntax	
  knowledge	
  in	
  reading	
  
is	
  much	
  more	
  difficult	
  to	
  influence	
  directly	
  through	
  instrucGon	
  
(Davis,	
  1944,	
  1968;	
  Guo,	
  Roehrig,	
  &	
  Williams,	
  2011;	
  Pasquarella,	
  
GoIardo,	
  &	
  Grant,	
  2012)	
  

•  At	
  present,	
  quanGtaGve	
  readability	
  systems	
  do	
  not	
  provide	
  a	
  
good	
  vocabulary	
  indicator.	
  	
  Teachers	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  strategy	
  for	
  
calculaCng	
  challenging	
  vocabulary	
  (topic	
  of	
  next	
  webinar).	
  	
  	
  



THE	
  “COMPLEX”	
  VOCABULARIES	
  OF	
  
INFORMATIONAL	
  &	
  NARRATIVE	
  TEXTS	
  



Core	
  Vocabulary	
  
	
  

90%	
  of	
  vocab	
  
distributed	
  in	
  texts	
  	
  

	
  	
  
Can	
  be	
  reduced	
  to	
  4,000	
  

simple	
  	
  families	
  

90-­‐10	
  Vocabulary	
  Distribution	
  in	
  Texts	
  

14	
  	
  Elfrieda	
  H.	
  Hiebert	
  www.textproject.org	
  

Extended	
  Vocabulary	
  
10%	
  of	
  vocab	
  distributed	
  in	
  texts.	
  	
  
Approximately	
  300,000	
  words	
  



Narrative/Literary	
  Text	
  	
  
Ramona	
  went	
  to	
  her	
  room	
  and	
  looked	
  at	
  
her	
  table,	
  which	
  the	
  family	
  called	
  
Ramona’s	
  studio,	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  cluIer	
  
of	
  crayons,	
  different	
  kinds	
  of	
  paper,	
  bits	
  of	
  
yarn,	
  and	
  odds	
  and	
  ends	
  that	
  Ramona	
  
used	
  for	
  amusing	
  herself.	
  	
  Then	
  Ramona	
  
thought	
  a	
  moment,	
  and	
  suddenly,	
  filled	
  
with	
  inspiraCon,	
  she	
  went	
  to	
  work.	
  	
  	
  



Content-­‐Area	
  (Informational)	
  Text	
  

	
  Sound	
  is	
  made	
  when	
  maIer	
  vibrates.	
  	
  
To	
  vibrate	
  means	
  to	
  move	
  quickly	
  back	
  and	
  
forth.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  feel	
  vibraCons	
  if	
  you	
  touch	
  
a	
  bell	
  that	
  is	
  ringing	
  or	
  a	
  radio	
  that	
  is	
  
playing.	
  	
  The	
  sounds	
  you	
  hear	
  may	
  be	
  
different,	
  but	
  they	
  are	
  all	
  alike	
  in	
  one	
  way.	
  	
  
All	
  sounds	
  are	
  made	
  by	
  vibraCng	
  maIer.	
  	
  	
  



Content-­‐Area	
  Vocabulary	
  	
  
Across	
  Gr.	
  2,	
  4,	
  &	
  6	
  



Teaching	
  Narrative/Literary	
  Words	
  

Story	
  Word	
   Examples	
  of	
  Words	
  in	
  Cluster	
  	
  
(Beyond	
  Story)	
  

amazed	
   enchanted	
  
enthralled	
  
spellbound	
  
capCvated	
  
transfixed	
  

fascinated	
  

marveled	
  

baffled	
   confused	
  
bewildered	
  
mysCfied	
  
perplexed	
  
confounded	
  

bewildered	
  

stumped	
  



Proli_ic	
  Groups	
  in	
  Narrative/Literary	
  
Texts	
  

CommunicaGon/
Internal	
  Processes	
  

(verbs)	
  

EmoGons	
  (adjecGves)	
   Movement	
  (verbs)	
  

think	
   glad	
   go	
  

argue	
   sad	
   send	
  

observe	
   mad	
   start	
  

guess	
   selfish	
   stop	
  

say	
   fear	
   stay	
  



Argue

Argue&as&in&to
be&in&a

disagreement&
!ight

disagree
bicker
dispute
quarrel
quibble
clash
feud
spar

Argue&as&in&to
explain&the
reasons&for&a
position&in&a
debate.
debate
assert
contend
maintain
plead
reason
refute

Idioms
hash6out

cross6swords
wading6in6(wading
into6a6debate)

Cognates
dispute/disputa
debate/debater
refute/refutar



32	
  lessons	
  
available	
  for	
  free	
  
download	
  



All	
  resources	
  at	
  
textproject.org	
  are	
  
available	
  for	
  free	
  

download	
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