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FIVE FORMS OF OPEN-ACCESS 
MATERIALS  at textproject.org 

¤  Audio-Visual 

¤  Texts 

¤  Modules 

¤  Exemplar Materials to use with Students 

¤  Collections of Resources 



1.  Audio-Visual 

¤  Virtual Institute + blogs 

¤  Webinars + Professional Learning Guides 

¤  77 seconds on Text Complexity 

¤  Questions about the CCSS:  Answers from Literacy  

      Leaders 

  



Illustrations of Audio-Visual 

This series of webinars on the Common Core State 
Standards offers educators the chance to hear from, and 
talk with experts who served in advisory roles to the CCSS 
development team.  

Dr. Freddy Hiebert presents 77 seconds on issues and 
aspects of text complexity. This series is a part of 
TextProject Answers, where Dr. Hiebert answers commonly 
asked question on reading instruction. 

The institute focuses on the new assessments that will be 
administered in grades 3 to 12 in the majority of American 
states, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year. 
Presentations at an institute on this topic were videotaped 
at the International Reading Association (2013). 





Background

!is presentation illustrates what the key features of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) mean for the new-assessments that are being created to assess 
students’ attainment of the standards. !ese shi"s include: 1) Regular practice with 
complex text and its academic language; 2) Reading, writing and speaking ground-
ed in evidence from literary and informational text; and 3) Building knowledge 
through content-rich nonfiction. Two consortia are creating CCSS-aligned assess-
ments: Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). States that have adopted 
the Common Core have chosen to be part of one of these two consortia (although, 
as of fall of 2013, several states have decided to create their own assessments). Note 
that the assessments are still being developed and piloted, so this information may 
change for the states that are using the PARCC or SBAC (see key terms, below) as-
sessments.

Common Core State Standards 
Webinar Series

For more information about the TextProject Webinar Guide Series, visit www.textproject.org/wgs
v.1.0 © 2013 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

™ TextProject
WEBINAR
GUIDE
SERIES

Overview

Listen and Learn
View the webinar (http://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IHYcJAX0AO8) while 
consulting the webinar slides 
(http://www.textproject.org/library/
presentations/assessment-and-
instruction-in-the-era-of-the-ccss-
in-english-language-arts/)

Reflect and Respond
Explore terms and definitions

Consider questions for discussion or 
written response

Analyze and Apply
Articles and resources for additional 
reading, writing, and discussion

Webinar Guide 3

Key Shi!s in Assessment and Instruction 
Related to CCSS-ELA
Webinar Presented by Karen K. Wixson (April 24, 2013) 
Guide by Thomas DeVere Wolsey & Elfrieda H. Hiebert



2.  Texts 

¤ Text Matters 

¤ Reading Research 
Reports 

¤ Reading Essentials 
Reprint Series 

¤ Frankly Freddy 
(columns) 



Examples of Texts 









3.  Modules 

Background

Text levels have typically been addressed indirectly within past generations of stan-
dards documents. For example, a standard might describe fi!h graders as needing 
to identify figurative language in “grade-level” but grade-level text was not defined. 
Readability estimates were of some help; however, they are limited measures that 
cannot fully capture the complexity of a novel or expository text. By contrast, Stan-
dard 10 of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS, 2010a) turns the spotlight of 
the English/language arts standards to ensuring an increase in students’ ability to 
comprehend more and more complex text across their school careers.

Text Complexity and the 
Common Core State Standards

For more information about the TextProject Teacher Development Series, visit www.textproject.org/tds
v.1.0 © 2012 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

™ TextProject
TEACHER
DEVELOPMENT
SERIES

Overview

Read and Learn
Activity 1
Read foundation material:

Common Core State Standards, 
Appendix A (2010b), pp. 2–15

Reading Between the Lines (ACT, 
2006), pp. 1–27

Reflect and Respond
Activity 2
Respond to the purpose-setting 
questions.

Analyze and Apply
Activity 3
Analyze the two foundation 
readings (CCSS Appendix A, Reading 
Between the Lines) using the 
“staircase” of text complexity.

Activity 4
Read the Text Matters article  7 
Actions that Teachers Can Take Right 
Now: Text Complexity (Hiebert, 2012) 
and compare this article to the two 
foundation readings.

Activity 5
Apply what you know about text 
complexity to supplemental texts 
from two grade bands (4–5 or 9–10).

Module 1 of 5

What is Text Complexity?
Thomas DeVere Wolsey, Dana L. Grisham & Elfrieda H. Hiebert

TextProject TEACHER DEVELOPMENT SERIES: Text Complextity and the Common Core State Standards2

Key Terms

CCR: An acronym for “College and Career Ready” and refers to the idea that stan-
dards should be aligned with and prepare students for college and work expecta-
tions. College and career readiness builds in “steady and increasing complexity of 
texts and tasks.” (CCSS, Appendix A, 2010b, p. 2).

Close reading: Close reading is characterized by the use of evidence from the text 
to support, analysis, conclusions, or views of texts. For example, responses to the 
definition of text complexity would begin with a reference to the place in the text 
where the term is defined.

Lexile: A Lexile measure is a valuable piece of information about either an indi-
vidual’s reading ability or the difficulty of a text, like a book or magazine article. 
"e Lexile measure is shown as a number with an “L” a#er it—880L is 880 Lexile 
(MetaMetrics, 2012).

Readability measures: Over the last several decades, a number of measures have 
been devised to quantitatively estimate the difficulty of texts intended for student 
use. "ese include the Fry Readability Estimate, Flesch-Kincaid, and others. Each 
estimates readability, typically in terms of grade level, based on a variety of fac-
tors such as sentence length, word length, or a count of words that are more or less 
frequent in the English language. Additional examples are available here.

Staircase: "e staircase represents the idea, embedded in the Common Core State 
Standards (2010a), that the texts students are asked to read and the tasks related to 
them are increasingly and steadily more complex and challenging.

The Activities

Read and Learn

Activity 1

In this module, you will learn what factors and features make text complex for 
reading and apply close reading techniques.

Purpose-Setting Questions

 Å How do the CCSS standards define text complexity?

 Å What does the “text complexity band” mean?

 Å What are the three factors for “measuring” text complexity?

Reading

Read sections on text complexity within the Common Core State Standards, Appen-
dix A (2010b, pp. 2–15), and a portion of Reading Between the Lines (ACT, 2006) 
(pp. 1–27). Reading Between the Lines served as an impetus for the Standards’ em-



4.  Exemplar Materials for Use with Students 



5.  Collections Of Resources 



Example:  Topic—Assessment 





www.textproject.org 

Join us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Pinterest! 


