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Common Core State 
Standards 

¡  “Despite steady or growing reading demands 
from various sources, K–12 reading texts have 
actually trended downward in difficulty in the last 
half century.” 

--Common Core State Standards, 
Appendix A, page 3 



Study Finds that 
Kindergarten is Too Easy (Ed. 
Week, Feb. 2014) 
“We find that all children benefit from exposure to advanced 
content in reading and mathematics and that students do not 
benefit from basic content coverage. Interestingly, this is true 
regardless of whether they attended preschool, began 
kindergarten with more advanced skills, or are from families with low 
income.”  

 --Claessens, Engel, & Curran, American Educational Research Journal, 2013, p. 403. 
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EVIDENCE 



Potential Topics of Inquiry: 
¡ 1.  That texts have been dumbed 

down from K-12:  The answer is fairly 
clear.  No.   

1966 

2003 



2. That pushing down 
expectations for reading 
acquisition to kindergarten 
supports CCR 
 

 



3.  That the expectations for 
task mastery match the 
capacity of the majority of 
kindergartners—especially 
those in the bottom 66% 



What Kindergartners Know 
ECLS:  1998-99 & 2010-11 

(Reading Assessment) 
 

1998-1999  
(72 items) 

2010-2011 
(83 items) 

Fall 31% 41.8% 

Spring 44% 59.6% 



Young Children’s Knowledge: Specific 
Literacy Content (1998-2000) 



Task Expectations:  Number of 
Words in Kindergarten Programs 

[red:  high-frequency words; 
gold:  decodable words] 
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Bob hid it (Lesson 16) Pal has ham 
(Lesson 16) 

Where is my hat? 
(Lesson 16) 

This is Bob. 
Bob hid one tan bat for 
Hal. 
Hal can see it. 
Hal hid one hot rod for 
Bob. 
Bob can see it. 
Bob hid on the hill. 
Hal can see him. 
 

Lil has a big ham. 
Bill has a big pot. 
Bill can fill the pot. 
See the big pot hiss! 
Bill has ham. 
Lil has ham. 
Pal has a big ham. 
 

Do you see my hat? 
Is this the one? 
It is not my hat, Hal. 
Is this the one? 
It is not my hat, Lil. 
Look at this, Sal. 
Can you see a hat? 
I can see my hat! 

Mid-Kindergarten Texts 



Fall of Grade 1:  50th Percentile 
on Oral Reading Measure 

b  is a big dog.  He is a big lab mix.  He plays 
tag with the cat.  In the hot sun, he digs pits to sit 
in the mud.  If I rub his 



Winter of Grade 1:  50th 
Percentile on DIBELS Next 

It was the day of the jump rope contest. Kim and 
Anna were going to compete.  Kim was going 
to do a new trick. Anna was going to help.  The 
two girls watched as younger children 



Spring of Grade 1:  50th 
Percentile on DIBELS Next 

Mark and his brother Sam wanted to go to the 
movies, but they needed money. In the summer 
they sold cool drinks, but it was very cold 
outside. 

“I have an idea,” said Sam. “We can make hot 
cocoa, because on such a cold day, everyone 
will want some cocoa to warm them up.” 

Mark loved hot cocoa, but he could not make 



NEXT STEPS 



•Debunking the 
“Lesson-to-Text-
Match” Model 
of Decodable 

Text 



Textbook Guidelines in CA (CA 
Board of Education, 2006) 

¡ Those materials in the program 
designated as decodable must have 
text with at least 75 percent of the words 
consisting solely of previously taught 
sound-spelling correspondences and 
from 15 percent to 20 percent of the 
words consisting of previously taught 
high-frequency words and story words. 



The document goes on to establish 
specific numbers of decodable texts: 

¡ (a)  kindergarten:  at least 15 pre-decodable books 
(pre-decodable is defined as small books used to 
teach simple, beginning, high-frequency words usually 
coupled with a rebus) and 20 decodable books; …. 

¡ (d) Intensive intervention programs (for grades four 
through eight):  Approximately 9,000 words of 
decodable text;  two decodable reading selections/
passages per sound-spelling. 



What makes a text decodable 
(According to the TX/CA model) 

Decodable by Lesson 16 
(Kindergarten) 

Not Decodable 
(u, e, w, x, v, j, y, z, & q have not 
been introduced in a lesson) 

This is Bob. 
Bob hid one tan bat for 
Hal. 
Hal can see it. 
Hal hid one hot rod for 
Bob. 
Bob can see it. 
Bob hid on the hill. 
Hal can see him. 
 

This is Deb the hen. 
Jud had a cup of jam. 
Jeb had a bun.  
Deb got the cup of jam. 
Deb got the bun. 
Deb dug and dug. 
Deb hid the jam and bun. 
But the fox got the jam 
and bun.   
 
 
 



TEXTS USED IN JUEL & 
ROPER/SCHNEIDER (1985) 

STUDY 
 
One of few (only?) empirical 
studies cited for the decodable 
model:  Juel & Roper/Schneider, 
1985 
 



•Establishing 
Developmental 
Progressions of  

Reading 
Acquisition 



1970-1986 





Merging Model of Word Recognition:  
A View of Word Repetition  

 
Word 
Feature 

Gr1  
Winter 

Gr1 
Spring 

Gr2 
Fall 

Gr2  
Winter 

Gr2  
Spring 

Prototypical 
Words 

get 
and 
sun 

day 
make 
tree 

what 
kids 
tent 
 

like 
books 
mom 

pon 
jumped 
dad 

Frequency 
(predicted 
appea-
rances per 
million) 

>140 >80 >58 >48 >39 

Word 
Length 

3.29 3.65 3.44 4.28 4.69 

Chan Frey & Hiebert, AERA 2015 



Bob hid it (Lesson 16) Pal has ham 
(Lesson 16) 

Where is my hat? 
(Lesson 16) 

This is Bob. 
Bob hid one tan bat for 
Hal. 
Hal can see it. 
Hal hid one hot rod for 
Bob. 
Bob can see it. 
Bob hid on the hill. 
Hal can see him. 
 

Lil has a big ham. 
Bill has a big pot. 
Bill can fill the pot. 
See the big pot hiss! 
Bill has ham. 
Lil has ham. 
Pal has a big ham. 
 

Do you see my hat? 
Is this the one? 
It is not my hat, Hal. 
Is this the one? 
It is not my hat, Lil. 
Look at this, Sal. 
Can you see a hat? 
I can see my hat! 

Mid-Kindergarten Texts:  
Repetition of Words 



Within the same book An 
Alternative 
Model of 
Repetition 



Across books within a level 

Lesson 3  (Level 2)

Lesson 10  (Level 2) 

Lesson 10  (Level 2)



Across books of different 
levels 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3



•Kindergarten 
Classrooms 

Where Literacy is 
Challenging & 

Playful 











Wegivebooks.org 
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Cats are big. 
Dogs are big.

Cats are little. 
Dogs are little.

BeginningReads Open access:  
TextProject.org 



World 
Knowledge 

History 

Math 

Science Geography 

Music & 
Visual arts 



Literary 
Knowledge 

Poems: 
New & 

Old 

Fables 
& Tales 

Stories: 
New & 

Old 



www.textproject.org 
 
 
 
 


