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Building the Foundation 
for Success in Literacy

Questions Addressed in Today’s Session:

What are the concepts that underlie 
successful literacy acquisition for young 
children?  What are appropriate ways of 
developing critical literacy concepts 
with young children?  



+

CONCEPTS 
ABOUT THE 
WORLD



+

CONCEPTS 
ABOUT 
WORDS



+



+

toare
she

but

he

if
into only

my
called



+

n “sound it out” 

n Phoneme 

n Blend 

n Read 

n Spell the word

n Book

n Cover

n Author

n Illustrator

n Page

n Syllable 

n Write 

n Letter

n Alphabet

n Sentence

n Consonant 

n Vowel 

Instructional Talk
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CONCEPTS ABOUT THE WORLD

n*Read-alouds with intentional 
selections of books around themes

n*Sets of pictures around themes



World 
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ScienceGeography
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Visual arts

1.  READ-ALOUDS, INTENTIONALLY 
CHOSEN AROUND THEMES
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Transporta)on*

Photo:*©2008*by*Eric*Robinson.*Some*rights*reserved***
(h@p://crea)vecommons.org/licenses/byCncCnd/2.0/deed.en)*

For*more*informa)on*about*TextProject,*visit*www.textproject.org*
v.1.0*©*2012*TextProject,*Inc.*Some*rights*reserved
h"p://crea*vecommons.org/licenses/by6nc6nd/3.0/us/*

2. SETS OF PICTURES AROUND THEMES 
(http://textproject.org/classroom-materials/textproject-word-pictures/)



Transportation

transportation
we use on land

transportation
we use in water

transportation
we use in air

general
transportation

words

bicycle
car

motorcycle
train
truck

boat
shipairplane

space
ship

engine

For*more*informa)on*about*TextProject,*visit*www.textproject.org*
v.1.0*©*2012*TextProject,*Inc.*Some*rights*reserved
h"p://crea*vecommons.org/licenses/by6nc6nd/3.0/us/*



airplane*

Photo:*Fat*Albert,*the*support*aircraO*for*the*US*Navy*Blue*Angels*flight*demonstra)on*team.*August,*2005.**Released*into*public*domain*by*the*United*States*Navy*(Blue*Angels).*



car*

Photo:*Ferrari*612.*March,*2004.*©2004*by*Semnoz*in*en:wikimedia.**Some*rights*reserved*h@p://crea)vecommons.org/licenses/byCsa/3.0/deed.en*



bicycle*

Photo:*Black*mustang*bicycle*in*Denmark.*March,*2002.**©2002*by*Bruger:Gajda613?in?da:wikipedia.??Some?rights?reserved?h"p://crea*vecommons.org/licenses/by6sa/3.0/deed.en?
*



boat*

Photo:*Boats&on&Lake*Pfäffikon*in*Switzerland.*June,*2009.*©2009*by*Roland*zh.**Some*rights*reserved*www.crea)vecommons.org/licenses/byCsa/3.0.*



train*

Photo:*The*Jacobite*Steam*Train*in*September*2003.**©2003*by*Mar)n*Kaiser.**Some*
rights*reserved*h@p://crea)vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/deed.en*
Photo:*Shinkansen*500*series*at*Kyoto*Sta)on.**March,*2005.*©2005*by*Nick*Cou@s.**Some*
rights*reserved*h@p://crea)vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/deed.en*



space*ship*

Photo:*The*Space*Shu@le*Discovery*liOing*off*from*Kennedy*Space*Center.**October,*2007.**Released*into*public*domain*by*the*Na)onal*Aeronau)cs*and*Space*Administra)on.*



truck*

Photo:*Finnish*Truck*Sisu*in*Vantaa,*Finland.**May,*2008.©2008*by*Anneli*Salo.**Some*rights*reserved*h@p://crea)vecommons.org/licenses/byCsa/3.0/deed.en*



motorcycle*

Photo:*motocycle.**July,*2009.*©2009*by*Brian*Snelson.**Some*rights*reserved*www.crea)vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0.*



ship*

Photo:*The*ship*Lousiana&Star.**Hamburg,*Germany.**May,*2005.*©2005*by*Andreas*Praefcke.**Some*rights*reserved*www.crea)vecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0*



engine*

Photo:*V8*engine*compartment*in*a*1966*Rambler.**November,*2009.*Released*into*public*domain*by*Christopher*Ziemnowicz*in*en:wikipedia.*
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n Level 1:  Many intentional experiences precede formal 
reading instruction

n Level 2:  Beginning to read words in books.
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Level 1:  Many 
intentional experiences 
precede formal reading 
instruction.

n Reading-along with tracking and 
comments about words and process
(including digital and audio 
contexts

n Focus on high-meaning words such 
as children’s names as well as words 
of high interest to children (e.g., 
their pets, movie characters) and 
concrete objects in their physical 
environments (e.g., window, door, 
radiator)

n Writing, writing, writing—
n Children’s writing
n Dictation to an adult
n Preformed words and letters
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~'I like a doll 
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Level 2:  Beginning to 
read words in books:  
Three features of 
appropriate activities.



Word Category 1: High-imagery words 



+Word Category 2:  
High-frequency words

down - up
little - big
out - in

under - over
see, hear 
one, two

the, of, a, but, to, or



bat bat
brat
cat cat
chat
fat fat
flat flat

gnat
hat hat

mat
pat pat
rat rat
sat sat
scat
slat
spat
that that
vat

Word Category 3:
Phonetically 

regular words
from highly 
populated 

networks with
at least several 
highly frequent 

members & 
several high 

imagery members



2.  Ensure that texts are sequenced to 
attend to patterns and repetitions of 
words



+ Example of an Appropriate 

Sequence:  Level 2
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Level 6



Ensure extensive opportunities to read texts 
with consistent data



MY CAT 

M II cat oves to ~ I love to play. 



I love to jump. 



3.  Ensure that students have experiences with 
numerous books—at least 2 to 3 a day (with at 

least a modicum of critical patterns/words)



Level 1 Level 2 Level 3





on a p lant 

wearing pants. 

I am an ant 

on a plant 

wearing pants 
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"I have a red flag in this bag,' 

Pat says to Dan. "I like flags ' 

"I like flags, too~ What is this on 

the flag?' he asks. 

5 



4 

0 

~~~~j· ···-~ 
----~~--------- =====~---~~ 

"Here is the flag:' says Dan. "I am here by this flag to meet Pat. 

Where is she?" he asks. 

5 



Sources for books



A nail can smell leaves to eat. Here is 
one eating the leave on a plant. 

A snail can smell a safe place to hide. 
Here it i hiding. 

Beginning '•;:: • 
Reads· Book· 

Where Is a Snail's Nose~ 

A snail does not have a nose. But it can 
smell. A snail uses its skin to smell. 



Birds have beaks, not noses. Some 
birds have huge beaks. Some birds 

have little beaks. 

• 

i 
• ' t • 

I 
This bird has a huge beak. But a huge 
beak does not mean that a bird can 

smell well. 

Many birds cannot smeLl very weLl. 

-· .... -· 

Birds use their eyes to find food to eat. 



An elephant's nose is ca lled a trunk. lt 
can smell things just like you can smel l 

things with your nose. 

Look at the elephant grab leaves 
to eat with its trunk. Can you eat wi th 

your nose? 

Look at the elephant as it says hi 
with its trunk. Can you say hi with 

your nose? 

..... .... -· 



0 Elephant's trunk 
0 Bird's beak 

0 A bird looking for food. 
0 A bird drinking water. 

0 Picking up a snail 
0 Picking up leaves. 

..... 
~· -· Which Is It? 



Popcorn 
For Ages: 4-7 

Where Can a Hippo Hide? 
For Ages: 4-7 

TH£ T ALE-OF 

COWBO 
ROY 

Fix It, Fox 
For Ages: 4~ 7 

Hop! Hop! Hop! 
For Ages: 4-7 

My Twill! 

-·~ -·--· 

My Twin! 
For Ages: 4-7 

"' "" 

Night Animals 

Night Animals 
For Ages: 4-7 

MY CAT 

My Cat 
For Ages: 4-7 

A Hunt for Clues 
For Ages: 8·10 

_., __ _ .. .__ 

Spots 
For Ages: 4-7 

Moon Stories 
For Ages: 8-10 



TextProject 
~earch 

Strategies, tools, and texts to bring beginning readers and struggling readers to high levels of llteJ"acy 
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Teaching Stamina 
& Silent Reading 
in the 
Digital-Global Age
Edited by Elfrieda H. Hiebert

•pdf (free) at: www.textproject.org &
independent.academia.edu/ElfriedaHie

bert

•e-­book (free): smashwords.com

•Kindle: 99 cents at amazon.com



TextProject 

Welcome to 
TextProj ect 
TextProject is the only website with high-quality student 
texts and teacher guides that are all available for free 
download. Texts for students, vocabulary lessons and 
lists, professional development modules and videos 
- TextProject provides a wortd of open-access resources 
for teachers, teacher educators, parents, tutors, and 
students. 

Download Classroom Materials 
for Teaching Reading 

Classroom­
proven 
resources 
including, 
favorite books, 
reading 
passages, 
vocabulary 

lessons, word pictures, literacy lists & forms 

Keep Current on Literacy Topics 
Latest news and research on crucial literacy topics: 

• Common Core State Standards 

• Beginning Reading, Reading Automaticity 

and Fluency, and Core Vocabulary 

• Comprehension, Close Reading, and 

Assessment 

• English Learners and Uteracy 

• Knowledge and Informational Texts 

• Reading Volume, Stamina and Silent 

Reading. and Summer Reading 

• Text Complexity 

• Vocabulary and Morphological Awareness 

Browse the TextProject Literacy 
Education Library 

Curated, 
quality 
resources for 
literacy 
education: 
books, guides, 
research 
papers, 

webinars, presentations, full Text Project archives. 


