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How Animals Communicate

Animals don’t talk, but they do communicate. 

When you communicate, you give information to 

others. Animals have ways of communicating that 

are25different from the ways that people use. When 

your friend talks to you, your friend uses language 

to communicate information. In a language, each 

word50means something.

Animals do not use words. They use sounds and 

signals. Birds sing and move their wings. Some 

animals move their tails. Other animals75 communicate 

by moving their bodies in other ways. Different 

sounds and signals help animals communicate with 

each other.93
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Do Animals Talk?

52

Some birds communicate by moving their tails.



The Honeybee Dance

One way honeybees communicate with each 

other is by dancing. Honeybees do a special 

dance after they find nectar in f lowers. 

Honeybees25need nectar to live. When honeybees 

find nectar, they f ly home to tell the other bees 

where to find the nectar. 

A bee that finds50nectar moves its wings very 

fast when it dances. The bee moves in a shape 

that looks like the number 8. The bee does 

the75dance many times. After the dance, the other 

bees know where to find the f lowers with nectar.92

5554

When honeybees find nectar, they fly home to 
tell the other bees where to find the nectar.
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Whales

Whales communicate with each other 

by singing. Different kinds of whales sing 

different songs. Whales in different parts of the 

world sing different songs,25 too. When a whale 

sings, people can sometimes hear the sound. 

However, people near a singing whale can also 

feel the water move from the50sound.

When most kinds of whales communicate 

with each other, the song is short. Yet when a 

humpback whale sings, it sings only for itself.75 It 

also can sing for a long time. A humpback whale 

can sing for twenty minutes at a time.94

57

Humpback whales can sing for a long time.

Do Animals Talk?



Do Animals Talk?

Dogs

A bark is a sound a dog makes to 

communicate something to people or other 

animals. A bark can be a friendly way to25 say 

“hi.” Sometimes dogs bark to tell their owners that 

they see people they do not know. Sometimes 

dogs bark to scare other dogs.

Dogs50also communicate by moving their 

bodies. Dogs show their teeth when they are 

upset. They wag their tails when they are happy. 

They wag their75 tails when their owners give them 

food. Dogs also wag their tails when their owners 

take them for walks.94

5958

Dogs can show they are friendly by wagging 
their tails and by sitting close to people.



Do Animals Talk?

Danger Signals

People have danger signals to tell others to 

be careful. Signs at a train crossing and stop 

signs keep us from danger. Animals25 have 

danger signals to keep them safe, too.

Some animals make sounds that tell other 

animals to be careful. When prairie dogs think 

there is50danger, they call to each other in a 

certain way. The danger might be bigger animals 

that want to catch the prairie dogs. The 

prairie75dog’s call tells other prairie dogs that a 

big animal is coming. This call says, “Be 

careful!”92

6160

Danger signals help prairie dogs stay safe.
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The distribution of words  
in written English 
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90% “Core” Words:  
• 2,500 complex word 
families (+helpful, 
unhelpful, helpless) 

http://textproject.org/assets/library/
resources/WordZones_4000-simple-word-
families.pdf  

10% “Unique” or 
“Complex” Words: 
around 88,000 word 
families/200,000+ 
words  



words 
1st 100 the, by, no, through, must 

101-300 long, great, put, last, family 
301-1,000 power, north, story, strong, answer 

1,001-1,500 valley, imagine, motion, nearby, importance 

1,501-2,000 character, responsible, design, presence, trail 

2001-2,500 mixture, discovery, civilization, attitude, 
assume 

Examples of the Words in the 
Core Vocabulary 



   
How did the animal shelter know that Scrub 
belonged to Noble? How did the workers there 
know how to contact her? All this information  
was available because of the microchip that had 
been placed under Scrub’s skin many years 
earlier. A microchip is a computer chip about the 
size of a grain of rice that is used to keep track of 
pets. The chip is placed under an animal’s skin 
with a needle, usually between the pet’s shoulder 
blades. Once the chip is in place, the pet does 
not feel it anymore. Microchips have helped 
thousands of owners get their lost pets back.  



Mrs. Snavin looked at the screen, and then she 
looked at this book, and then back at the screen 
again. Then she shook her head and let out this big 
sigh. I could tell she was almost ready to call Mrs. 
Reed.  
I've always liked computers, and I know how to do 
some stuff with them. Like turn them on and open 
programs, play games and type, make drawings, 
and build Web pages, things like that. So I got  
up from my desk, pointed at the screen, and said, 
"Mrs. Snavin, if you double-click on that little thing 
right there, then the program will start running. And 
then you click on this, and that opens up the part  
about number lines."  



In 1917, Mrs. Baird bought a car. The family 
removed the seats from the back and filled the 
space with baked goods. They painted a sign on the 
side of the car that read Eat More Mrs. Baird’s 
Bread. Delivering by car meant that even more 
people could enjoy Mrs. Baird’s bread.  
Today the people who work at Mrs. Baird’s Bakeries 
are just as proud of their bread as Mrs. Baird was. 
Mrs. Baird’s Bakeries operates four factories across 
the state of Texas. These large bakeries are located 
in Fort Worth, Houston, San Antonio, and Lubbock. 
Hundreds of schoolchildren visit the Fort Worth and 
Houston bakeries on field trips each year. At the end 
of the tour, everyone receives a warm slice of fresh 
bread. Yum!  



At many hospitals around the country, kids can 
attend a teddy bear clinic. Children pretend their 
bear has gotten sick and take it to see a doctor. The 
doctors and nurses use the bears to help teach the 
children about their body, how to stay physically fit 
and healthy, and what to expect  
when they visit a doctor.  
Teddy bears have even helped animals. In a national 
park in England, a young horse named Breeze got 
lost from his mother. Workers at a horse farm found 
Breeze and gave him food, but they thought he still 
needed his mother. So the workers gave Breeze a 
four-foot-tall teddy bear named Buttons. The young 
horse cuddled next to the teddy bear and slept.  



Mean Proportions of CORE 
Vocabulary within Exemplars of 

CCSS 

Grade   Narra(ve   Informa(onal  

2-­‐3   .93   .92  

4-­‐5   .92   .91  

6-­‐8   .93   .87  

9-­‐10   .89   .91  

11-­‐CCR   .89   .87  



Vocabulary Progression  
in QuickReads 





Reading 
Rate 



Projected Words Read Per Minute 
Level A 
(1-2nd grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 80 words 
Book 2: 90 words 
Book 3: 100 words 

Level B 
(2nd grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 90 words 
Book 2: 100 words 
Book 3: 110 words 

Level C 
(3rd grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 100 words 
Book 2: 110 words 
Book 3: 120 words 

Level D 
(4th grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 110 words 
Book 2: 120words 
Book 3: 130 words 

Level E 
(5th grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 120 words 
Book 2: 130 words 
Book 3: 140 words 

Level F 
(6th grade curriculum) 

Book 1: 130 words 
Book 2: 140 words 
Book 3: 150 words 

Oral Reading Rates:   
One Minute 
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Knowledge 



            
SCIENCE TOPICS:  Level B 

Life  Science   Earth  Science   Physical  Science  

•  Do  Animals  Talk  
•  Insects  
•  Trees  

•  Weather  
•  Water  and  Us  
•  Rocks  

•  Magnets  
•  Forces  Around  

Us  
•  Thinking  Like  a  

ScienTst  



SOCIAL STUDIES TOPICS:  LEVEL B 

  
              

Civics   Geography  &  
Economics  

History  

•  Animal  Helpers  
•  Brave  Americans  
•  NaTonal  

Symbols  

•  Jobs  Around  Us  
•  Money  
•  Maps  

•  Life  in  Colonial  
America  

•  TransportaTon  
Then  &  Now  

•  Children’s  
Games  

  









TIME 
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Reading Instruction  
(late 1990s -) 

Instruction Time Spent reading 

Reading Instruction  
(1970s to late 1980s) 

Instruction Time Spent reading  

Time Spent in Reading Instruction  
& “Eyes on Text” 



Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask, 
Vaughn, Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell, 2015. 





Instruc(on   Time  Spent  reading   Addi(onal  7  minutes  

7 Minutes of Additional Reading 



• 15 to 20 minutes daily over 
20-week intervention = .5+ 
words per week beyond 
typical gains 
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Instructional Routine 

1.  Silent Reading 
2.  Modeled Reading 
3.  Timed Reading 



Instructional Routine 

“Think about what you already know” 

Silent Reading 



Instructional Routine 

Modeled Reading 

“Follow along as I read” 



Instructional Routine 
Timed Reading 

“”Read as much of the passage as you can 
in 1 minute” 







EVIDENCE 
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ESSA emphasizes evidence-
based interventions 



QuickReads  
meets 
ESSA’s  
Strong 

Evidence  
criteria 
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QuickReads:  0.5 WCPM per week in 
addition to regular growth 
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Extras  
h=p://www.textproject.org/word-­‐pictures/QRWP  
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Level B Benchmark 1

11QuickReads
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Hiding Out

Many animals blend in with things around them. They do 

this to keep themselves safe. 

Tree frogs are animals that live in trees25and grasses 

around water. Tree frogs blend in with things around them. 

Green tree frogs are the same green color as the leaves of the50 

trees in which they live. Gray tree frogs live on trees and in 

tree stumps that are gray and brown. Gray tree frogs are the75 

same gray and brown colors as the trees. By blending in, tree 

frogs can hide from snakes that eat tree frogs. They can keep  

themselves safe.101

Review

1. How do tree frogs blend in with things around them?

They live in the water.
They stay away from snakes.
They are the same color as the places they live.
They live in places where no other animals live.

2. Why is it helpful for animals to blend in with things 
around them?

A

 B

C 

D



QuickReads Assessment

Vocabulary Acquisition Activities

Do Animals Talk? (pages 52–65)
Discuss words and phrases related to animal 
and people communication. Ask Which 
words or phrases tell how animals communicate 
information? Which tell how people 
communicate information? List responses.

talk

write

give a speech

use sounds

signal danger

move wings

sing songs

use secret code

use sign language

use body language

Use the Four-Column Chart graphic organizer 
to organize responses. Have children label the 
four columns as follows.

Animals 

Animal Examples 

People 

People Examples   

Have children write the word or phrase in 
the appropriate Animals or People columns. 
The children should then give an example 
for each to support putting the words and 
phrases in those columns. Children should 
then share and support their choices.



How Animals Talk 

Corresponds to QuickReads Level B, book 1, 

Life Science, How Animals Talk 
Photo: Alert jack rabbit. June, 2009.  Released into public domain by GiHout. 

Photo: Crotalus atrox (Western Diamondback RaHlesnake). March, 2006. Taken by Gary Stolz.  Released into public domain by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Communicate 

Photo: Asian elephants. April, 2010 ©2010 by Mohan Raj.  Some rights reserved www.crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0). 

Photo: Angry cat. Paris, France.  September 2007. ©2007 by Hannibal Poenaru.  Some rights reserved www.crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by‐sa/2.0). 
Photo: Avia\on Boatswain's Mate (Handling) Airman Jessica Rocha communicates on a sound powered telephone.  Atlan\c Ocean. December, 2009.  Taken by Mass Communica\on Specialist 3rd Class Ashley 

Van Dien.  Released into Public Domain by the United States Navy 



Informa\on 
•  Informa7on means “facts that tell you something about a 

person, place, event, thing, etc.” 

Photo: Shelves of the Main Library of Tampere, Finland. August, 2007. 

©2007 by Saruwine in en:wikipedia.  Some rights reserved hHp://
crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by‐sa/3.0/deed.en 



Language 

•  A language is a system of words, phrases, and 

grammar used by people to communicate with each 

other.  Examples of languages are English, Spanish, 

and German.   

Photo: Student teacher in China teaching children English.  September, 2006. ©2006 by Rex Pe in en:wikipedia. Some rights reserved hHp://crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

deed.en 

This teacher is teaching the 

English language to children in 

China.   



Nectar 

Photo: A female ruby‐throated hummingbird sipping nectar from scarlet beebalm. Louisville, Kentucky.  June, 2006.  ©2006 by Joe Schneid Some rights reserved (www.crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0). 



Signals 

Photo: Dakota, a grey wolf at the UK Wolf Conserva\on Trust, howling on top of a snowy hill.  April, 2008. Released into public domain by Retron in en:wikipedia. 

Photo: Signal ahead symbol. December, 2006. Released into public domain by Ltljltlj in en:wikimedia. 

Photo: Greater Bird of Paradise (Paradisaea apoda). Male at Bali Bird Park.  June, 2008. ©2008 by Andrea Lawardi. Some rights reserved (www.crea\vecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0). 



...And additional texts with same 
underlying vocabulary content as 

QuickReads 

All at:  http://textproject.org/
classroom-materials/ 
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