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Knowledge is

“stored” in
texts and---
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texts typically
have more rare
words than
conversations/
oral language.
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Discussion #1:

1. How many words do you estimate

are taught in your English/
Language Arts instruction in a

year?

2. What percent of the English
vocabulary is this?
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Idea 1: You can’t teach all English words but you can
teach students about the underlying systems.
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ENGLISH HAS THREE DISTINCT
MORPHOLOGICAL SYSTEMS.



SMALL CHANGE 1:Have explicit
conversations about rare vocabulary in
ALL texts
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textproject.org

Conversations about
New Words in New Texts

Why?

- Develop the understanding that every
complex text has new, challenging vocabulary.
Vocabulary instruction gives students the
means for figuring out new words in text, not

Instruction in every single word that might
appear in new texts.

When?

- Talks about the vocabulary of new texts need

to occur across a school year (with extra
doses prior to assessment periods).
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How?

« Demonstrate the nature of
vocabulary with texts.
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Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more 1.Teach students to 1.Talking Points for
words than can be expect new words in Teachers: New Words in
taught. texts. New Texts
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DISCUSSION 2

1. What percentage of the vocabulary
IS the same across the texts in the
AZ end-of-year tests for Grades 3, 5,
& 77
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AZ—Grade 3




AZ—Grade 5




AZ—Grade 7




word Patterns in AZ Texts
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Lexiles of AZ Texts
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Idea 2: A small group of words does
the heavy lifting in English.



The distribution of words in
written English

10% “Unique” or

100%
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80% families/200,000+ words
70% [ R
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10% resources/WordZones 4000-simple-word-
families.pdf
0%
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Examples of the Words in the
Core Vocabulary

 |words

101-300 long, great, put, last, family

1,001-1,500 valley,imagine, motion, nearby,importance

2001-2,500 mixture, discovery, civilization, attitude,
assume
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Small Change 2: Support
students’ core vocabulary by
increasing volume of reading
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Time Spent in Reading Instruction
& “Eyes on Text”

Reading Instruction (1970s Reading Instruction (late 1990s -)
to late 1980s)

m Instruction gy Time Spentreading g Instruction g Time Spent reading
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m Otheractivities g Reading

Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask,
Vaughn, Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell,2015.
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m Silent Reading

~ Listening, Following Along
to Oral Reading
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7 Minutes of Additional Reading

Reading Instruction
(w/ 7 additional minutes)

¥Instruction " Time Spent reading ™ Additional 7 minutes
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Way to increase reading?
Engage students in articles
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Putting Two Words
Together

A lot of sports that
people play use balls. In
basketball, players try
to get a ball through a
hoop. In baseball, players
use a bat to hit a ball. In
football, players throw a
ball to get it close to the
goal.

There are other
words with “ball” that
describe things that are
round. But they are not
balls with which you play
a game. Meatballs are not
used in any sport. But

they are great with spaghetti.

Eyeballs help in playing sports. But there isn’t a sport
called eyeball where teams throw and catch eyeballs.
You wouldn’t want to be in a game that uses fireballs. If
you would ever see a fireball, you should get as far away
as fast as you can. Then call 911 right away. You should
also watch out if a cannonball is going to be fired. It is
round but you don’t want to play with a cannonball. You
especially do not want to catch a cannonball!

There are some words, though, that have ball in them
but it has nothing to do with round. Ballpoint pens make
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writing a lot easier. It’s easy to see how the “point” got
into ballpoint pen. But why the ball? That part is in the
name because of the tip of a pen is round. There are also
rooms that are called ballrooms. People hold balls in
ballrooms but they aren’t the round kind.

Other words with ball have nothing to do with
round. In these words, the “ball” part of the word is
not even said the same as ball in baseball or meatball.
Ballerina is not ball with “erina.” Ballerinas are dancers
and the word has nothing to do with ball. A ballot is
used by people to vote but it is not round. You don’t even
say “ball” when you say the word ballot.

Whenever you see ball as part of a word, look
carefully. Usually, the word has something to do with
games and sports. But remember eyeballs, fireballs, and
cannonballs. These balls may be round but they aren’t
used in sports!

Ballerina and
ballot show that
some words
with “ball”
have nothing to
do with being

round.
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Readworks.org has

approximately 4,500 free
passages for Grades 1-High
School-including 450
curated sets of articles in the
Read-an-Article-a-Day
initiative




Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more 1.Teach students to 1.Talking Points for

words than can be expect new words in Teachers: New Words in
taught. texts. New Texts

2.A small group of 2.Increase volume 2.7 minutes of additional
words does the heavy ofreading reading daily, especially

lifting in English. of magazine articles
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Discussion 3

1. How s rare vocabulary taught in
narrative texts? In expository texts?
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Idea 3: Rare words are part
of networks
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The Other 10%: Rare Words in Writing
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Narrative Text

From The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Frank Baum)
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(a)
Networks in [EeA el [,

narratives darslod nypnotized

arc awed
synonyms brilliancy effulgence
related to luminosity

story

clements.

Possibilities

glittering shimmering
radiance
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(b) The rare words In
iInformational texts
belong to topical
networks.



Informational Text

Elfrieda H. Hiebert - www.textproject.org



An Example of a Topical Network
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@ @
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Small Change 3a:
Teach Prolific Synonym
Networks
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Synonym Networks in
Narrative Texts

Prolific Groups of Synonyms

Communication Emotions Movement Traits
/Internal (adjectives) (verbs) (adjectives)
Processes
(verbs)
think happy go funny
argue sad send smart
look mad start brave
guess hope stop selfish
said fear stay shy
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Small Change 3b.Teach vocabulary in
topic networks.
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Compass
rose

Directions:
north,
south,

east,
west

Relative
Location

Absolute
Location

Key or
Legend
symbols ’
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FEATURES
OF SITES:
*bedrock
stides
scurrents

SPANS:
*simple
scontinuous
scantilevered

BRIDGES

COMPONENTS:
*pier
tower
*pylon
scables
*girder
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KINDS:
*beam
«arch

*suspension

VARIATIONS:
struss
*bascule/swing
*semicircular
segmental
arch

LOADS &
FORCES:
scompression
stension
«torsion
sshear forces
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Small Change Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more
words than can be
taught.

2.A small group of

words does the heavy

lifting in English.

3.Rare words in
narrative texts
belongto synonym
networks; those in
informational texts in
topic networks.
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1.Teach students to 1.Talking Points for
expect new words in Teachers: New Words in
texts. New Texts

2.Increase volume 2.7 minutes of additional
of reading reading daily, especially
of magazine articles

3.Teach students 3..Super Synonym Sets for
prolific synonym Stories (S4)

networks & organize -Exceptional Expressions in
topics into Everyday Events (E4)
networks.
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Your small changes



