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Knowledge

IS “stored” in
texts and---
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texts typically
have more
rare words
than
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oral language. §
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Discussion #1:English 1s cited as having
the biggest vocabulary of any language.

1. What proportion of the words In
English do you estimate 1s |
covered In your instruction during

a school year?

2. Why does English have so many
words?
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Idea 1: The number of words in English
numbers opportunities to teach each individually.
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ENGLISH HAS THREE DISTINCT
MORPHOLOGICAL SYSTEMS



ACTION 1: Have explicit conversations
about rare vocabulary in ALL texts



textproject.org

Talkin .
Pointsg Conversations about
v For New Words in New Texts

Why?
- Develop the understanding that every
complex text has new, challenging vocabulary.

Vocabulary instruction gives students the
means for figuring out new words In text, not

instruction in every single word that might
appear In new texts.

When?

- Talks about the vocabulary of new texts need
to occur across a school year (with extra
doses prior to assessment periods).



How?

- Take g.portion of the text (25 or. 50 words Is enough). Use
a hlghhgphter to mark the wgords in the 1,000-2,000%12)%
frequent words (list on textproject.org)

- Mark the words that are potentially challenging with a
](Cilffe,lrent %olored highlighter. (List’of 4,000 simple word
amilies at: o
http:/textproject.org/classroom-materials/lists-and-forms/
[ISTS/WOrd-zones-1or-3-586-most-rrequent-words/

-An example of a snippet of text for a board/projection is the
g)ll%wgg, which comes from a sample assessment for
rade , ,
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/english-language-
%rtsrl]ltetrazc):y/grade—7-readmg—lm‘ormatlonaI-text—(Amella-
arhart-

Amelia Earhart
rusty

exhibition,
aviation.
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Toponyms Flight




Action Open-Access
Resource

1. English has more 1. Teach students 1. Talking Points for
words than can be to expect new Teachers: New Words in
taught. words in texts. New Texts



DISCUSSION 2: The core
vocabulary (i.e., non-bolded)

1. What core vocabulary words in
Narrative A & Informational A
might challenge your EL students?

2. What opportunities to develop
facility with the core vocabulary
do ELs have in your context?
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dea 2: A SmaII group of words
the heavy lifting in English.



The distribution of words In
written English

10% “Unique” or

100%
M < “Complex” Words:

around 88,000 word

80% | - families/200,000+

70% — words

60% S 90% “Core” Words:

s0% S « 2,500 complex word

o | - families (+helpful,
unhelpful, helpless)

30% | -
20% -

10% -

http:/textproject.org/assets/library/resources/
0% WordZones 4000-simple-word-families.pdf
















Examples of the wWords in the
Core Vocabulary

| words

101-300 long, great, put, last, family

1,001-1,500 valley, imagine, motion, nearby, importance

2001-2,500 mixture, discovery, civilization, attitude,
assume



General Academic Vocabulary:
Many of these words are in the 2,500
Morphological Families

creates creation

creative

created

creature

explains explanation
explained explainable
explaining

creating

achievement
achievable

achieves
achieved
achieving
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Action 2: INCREASE
VOLUME OF READING



Time Spent in Reading Instruction
& “Eyes on Text”

Reading Instruction Reading Instruction (late 1990s -)
(1970s to late 1980s)

g Instruction gy Time Spent reading g Instruction gy Time Spent reading




Changes in Recommendations
for Teachers

......

1st half of Gr. 3: T

1965: 235 pages 2014: 2,271 pages




m Other activities y Reading

Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask,
Vaughn, Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell, 2015.



Silent Reading

Listening, Following Along
to Oral Reading
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2.1 7 Minutes of Additional Reading

Reading Instruction
(w/ 7 additional minutes)

M Instruction ™ Time Spent reading B Additional 7 minutes



Bill Gates: How to Save
the World From Its th

'7 ‘ i ZZC

SCIIAICE g Fal S

AR » R4 o) & ) ,,' "r:‘;‘ ‘

]'. = Q W AR - 3 '0;, L 2" of . vh 1‘.;.:_ o & "T,'T.f\ T f' ’*.7
, a DR0ID 4 ‘ ’/”

GREATEST
INNOVATIONS

@ ‘ Way to mcreasereadm?
Engage students in artlcles

,, “

n anam

ATTACK
ALZHEI




Kites:
Dancers in the Wind

You’re on a beach,
and the wind is blowing
off the ocean. Your kite
floats and swirls, dancing
in the wind.

Kites were invented
in China more than
2,000 years ago. They
{ were first used by the
Chinese military, but
about 1,000 years ago,
people started flying
kites for fun. Since
then, kites have been
used for celebrations,
in competitions, and
for science. In addition, kite festivals show off the many
shapes and colors of kites. These festivals are held in
Japan, Pakistan, and many other countries.

The first kites were made of silk. After paper was
invented, around the year 100 AD, people used it to
make kites. Today, most kites are made of paper or cloth,
with sticks to hold them in shape and string to hold
onto them. However, there are also kites for skiing or for
moving a buggy on a beach.

In ancient times, kites carried lines across rivers.
These lines helped build bridges. In the 1880s, kites

7~ | For more information about TextProject and FYT for Kids, visit textproject.org
A H\=)| v.1.0 @ 2014 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/
T licenses/by-ne-nd/3.0/us/).
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were first used to take photographs. In the early 1900s,
the United States Weather Bureau used kites to help
with weather prediction. The kites measured winds and
temperatures.

The word kite is from an Old English word that
means “a kind of hawk.” Kites were probably given this
name because of the way they look when they fly.

To fly a kite, find a large open area, such as a park
or a beach. Make sure there are no trees or power lines
the kite can get caught on. Then hold the kite’s string
up and run. The kite will lift when it catches the wind.
Guide your kite by pulling the string. Make sure you
look around when you’re running so you don’t run into
anything.

As you watch the kite, notice how it moves. If the
wind is just right, your kite will dance, too, swirling as
the wind takes |
it high up into
the sky.
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Putting Two Words
Together

A lot of sports that
people play use balls. In
basketball, players try
to get a ball through a
hoop. In baseball, players
use a bat to hit a ball. In
football, players throw a
ball to get it close to the
goal.

There are other
words with “ball” that
describe things that are
round. But they are not
balls with which you play
% a game. Meatballs are not

used in any sport. But
they are great with spaghetti.

Eyeballs help in playing sports. But there isn’t a sport
called eyeball where teams throw and catch eyeballs.

You wouldn’t want to be in a game that uses fireballs. If
you would ever see a fireball, you should get as far away
as fast as you can. Then call 911 right away. You should
also watch out if a cannonball is going to be fired. It is
round but you don’t want to play with a cannonball. You
especially do not want to catch a cannonball!

There are some words, though, that have ball in them
but it has nothing to do with round. Ballpoint pens make

. For more information about TextProject and FYT for Kids, visit textproject.org
@@@@ v.1.0 © 2013 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/
‘ TENTENTE licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).
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writing a lot easier. It’s easy to see how the “point” got
into ballpoint pen. But why the ball? That part is in the
name because of the tip of a pen is round. There are also
rooms that are called ballrooms. People hold balls in
ballrooms but they aren’t the round kind.

Other words with ball have nothing to do with
round. In these words, the “ball” part of the word is
not even said the same as ball in baseball or meatball.
Ballerina is not ball with “erina.” Ballerinas are dancers
and the word has nothing to do with ball. A ballot is
used by people to vote but it is not round. You don’t even
say “ball” when you say the word ballot.

Whenever you see ball as part of a word, look
carefully. Usually, the word has something to do with
games and sports. But remember eyeballs, fireballs, and
cannonballs. These balls may be round but they aren’t
used in sports!
Ballerina and
ballot show that
some words
with “ball”
have nothing to
do with being
round.

©2012 by Scott Moore. Some rights reserved http://creativecommons.o

rg/licenses/by-nc/2.0/deed.en



A lot of sports that
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A Birthday Wish:
Rachel Beckwith

In the summer of
2011, Rachel Beckwith
had just finished third
grade. She was looking
. forward to riding her
bike and playing games
like jump rope with her
friends. Rachel also liked
dancing.

Then she heard
someone say that there
were children in Africa
who did not have clean
water to drink. The
person was from an
organization called
charitywater.org, a charity that builds wells for towns
in Africa. The wells provide people with clean water.
Without wells, people often have to walk many miles
to find water, then carry it home in buckets. Often, the
water is not clean.

Instead of presents for her ninth birthday, Rachel
asked her family and friends to donate $9 for clean water
in Africa to charitywater.org. If she could raise $300, 15
people could get clean drinking water.

By the time her birthday came, Rachel had raised
$220. That meant that 11 people could get clean water.

) For more information about TextProject and FYT for Kids, visit textproject.org
@@@@ v.1.0 © 2013 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/
\ I licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).
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She told her mom that she would try harder the next year
to raise more money for the charity.

A month later, Rachel was critically injured in a car
accident. On July 23, 2011, she was taken oft life support.
She died soon after.

When the news about Rachel’s story and her
birthday wish spread, people all around the world began
to donate money in her name. Some gave $9, some $19,
some more. A month later, 30,000 people had given more
than $1.2 million. Because of Rachel Beckwith, 60,000
people in more than 100 villages now have clean water to
drink.

In her honor, one village put up a sign that reads,
“Rachel’s great dream, kindness, and vision of a better
world will live with and among us forever.” Clearly, one
person, even a child, can make a difference.

©2011 by Nestlé in Flickr. Some rights reserved http://creativecommons.org/license

s/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en



Readworks.org has
approximately 3,500 free
passages for Grades 1-High
School—including 450
curated sets of articles in
the Read-an-Article-a-Day

initiative



Clouds and Rain
Earth & Space Science
1st  Articles range from 220L to 790L  Informational

Animals from Different Places
Sports, Health & Safety, Life Science, Earth & Space Science
1st  Articles range from 300L to 540L  Informational

g1 Jobs and Careers

ARTICLE-A-DAY SET

M Geography & Societies, Sports, Health & Safety, School &
Family Life, Arts & Culture, Technology & Engineering

2nd  Articles range from 270L to 650L  Informational

Health and Body
Sports, Health & Safety, School & Family Life, Life Science
2nd  Articles range from 480L to 710L  Informational

Animal Senses, Safety, and Homes

Geography & Societies, Life Science
2nd  Articles range from 500L to 630L  Informational

Exploring Continents

ARTICLE-A-DAY SET

World History, Geography & Societies, Life Science, Earth &
Space Science

2nd  Articles range from 530L to 710L  Informational

Inventions
Winter Season, Technology & Engineering
1st  Articles range from 250L to 570L  Informational

Amphibians and Reptiles



Animals from Different Places

A Shell is Great for Protection

By ReadWorks (87 words)

Animals from Different Places

All turtles have shells. Most turtles have hard shells.

Hard shells protect turtles. A predator cannot bite the hard shell. Some turtles can pull their legs
inside their shells. They can pull in their heads and tails too.

Shells come in many different shapes. Some shells are tall and round. Other shells are flat.

Sometimes cartoons show turtles leaving their shells. But... that cannot really happen! A turtle
cannot leave its shell. The shell is attached to the turtle. It is a permanent part of its body.



Meet a Baby Panda

By ReadWorks (103 words)

In the United States, pandas live in zoos. Some baby pandas are born in the zoo.

At first, a baby panda does not look like its mother. It does not have much hair at all. Its eyes a1

closed. The baby drinks its mother’s milk. The mother holds the baby in her paws.

The baby grows quickly. Now it looks like its mother. Soon the little panda starts to eat bamboc
Bamboo is a kind of plant.

Then the panda spends less time with its mother. It likes to be on its own. It will climb trees. It
will sit on their branches.

Keeping Bears Out

Wild bears live in many U.S. national parks. People visit the parks. People bring food when they
camp out.

Hungry bears smell the food. They want to eat the food. Bears look for leftover food in trash
cans. Bears look for food at people’s campsites. That is a problem for people.

Park workers are trying to solve this problem. Workers have put out special garbage cans. The
bears cannot break into the cans. Workers tell park visitors to use special boxes for their food.

The boxes are metal. People must lock them. Bears cannot get into the boxes.



Frogs Have Special Skin

By ReadWorks (84 words)

What Lives in the Desert?

By Rachelle Kreisman (152 words)

Leon Brooks

Have you ever seen a frog in a pond? You can often spot one there. Most frogs live near water
They need to keep their skin wet.

A frog’s skin is special. It makes a slimy coating that helps the frog stay wet. A frog drinks
through its skin. It also breathes through its skin. A frog can do that only when its skin is wet

Frogs also breathe using lungs. What else do frogs use lungs for? Frogs make noise. Ribbit!
A desert is a dry place with little rain. How little? A desert gets less than ten inches of rain each

year. Some deserts are hot. A few can be cold. A desert is a habitat. A habitat is a place where
animals and plants live.

Hot deserts are home to many kinds of living things. Animals living there include owls, snakes,
lizards, and coyotes. Another hot desert animal is the kangaroo rat. It sleeps underground
during the day, when the weather is hot. The kangaroo rat comes out at night, when it is cooler.
Kangaroo rats get the water they need from food. They eat mostly seeds.

Some plants live in the hot desert. Only a few kinds of trees and bushes can survive there. One of
the most common desert plants is the cactus. The cactus collects and stores water in its stem.
Sharp spines protect most cacti from animals.



2.2. Have Students set Goals

Goal: Increase amount of reading each
trimester of the school year.

Step 1: Get baseline data:
- Establish length of time spent reading
- Establish length of typical reading event

Step 2: Set the goal (students in charge In
Grades 3+; students guided in Grades 2-)

Example: Goal for trimester: 22 min.
daily, with at least one event for 5 min.

Step 3: Always keep a record of what you’ve
learned from reading
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e===Total Reading = ===Longest Single Reading Event

Record of what I learned from reading:

Fibonacci patterns (I read Blockhead; Patterns of Nature):

Musicians (John’s Secret Dreams; Lives of the Musicians): Some people
like John Lennon use music to deal with hard things in their lives. Often,
musicians need to make many sacrifices to do what they do.



Action Open-Access
Resource

1. English has more
words than can be
taught.

2. A small group of
words does the
heavy lifting in
English.

1. Teach students
to expect new
words in texts.

2. Increase volume
of reading

1. Talking Points for
Teachers: New Words in
New Texts

2. 7 minutes of
additional reading with
student goal setting



Discussion 3: The rare vocabulary

- 1. What forms of instruction do
you provide to develop the rare
vocabulary in narrative &
informational texts?

» 2. How does your nstruction of
the rare vocabulary in these two

types of texts differ? How is it the
same?
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The Other 10%: Rare Words in Writing

Vocabulary

90% (2,500
complex word
families)

Extended Vocabulary
10% approximately 88,000 complex
word families



Narrative Text

From The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Frank Baum)




@)
Networks
in
narratives
are
Synonyms
related to
story
celements.

Story Word Other
Possibilities
dazzled hypnotized
awed
brilliancy effulgence
luminosity
glittering shimmering
radiance




(b) The rare words In
informational texts
belong to topical
networks.



Informational Text




An Example of a Topical Network




Action 3a: TEACH
STUDENTS PROLIFIC
SYNONYM NETWORKS




= Narrative Texts
Prolific Groups of Synonyms

¢ _ % Synonvym Networks In
e YNONY

Communication Emotions Movement Traits
/Internal (adjectives) (verbs) (adjectives)
Processes
(verbs)
think happy go funny
argue sad send smart
look mad start brave
guess hope stop selfish
said fear stay shy




Guess asinto
give an unsure
reply (verb):
« theorize
« estimate
Guess asinto give an catmuse
unsure reply (verb):  speculate
* SUppoOse
» reckon 4
+ judge /
* gauge "

« approximate

7

Guess
COMMON PHRASES
« Keep them guessing
» Guess what
« Anyone’s guess
- Take a guess
- Educated Guess
IDIOMS
«Take a stab in the dark
« Wild guess

«Take a gander

Guessasina

response thatis
based on opinion,
not fact (noun):

« assumption
= opinion
* conjecture
« speculation
« supposition
» surmise

SPANISH CONNECTIONS
« theorize / teorizar

- estimate / estimar

- speculate / especular

« conjecture / conjetura



ACTION 3b. Teach students to organize rare
words in informational texts into topical
networks.




Vehicles for
Moving in Water:

With an Engine:

* boat " auto
Vehicles for * canoe . bus
Mc:vipg in Air: * raft . car o
alrplatne * ship mgt?rg:ixc e
* 'e

= pljane * transport

* rocket '*truck

* space ship van

Vehicles for
Moving on
Land

Transportation—

Types of
Transportation or
General Terms vehicies
for Vehicles: Without an Engine:
* vehicle * bicycle
* vessel * carriage
* cart

* wagon






First pharoah

Prosperity &
Cultural
achievement

Conquering
other lands

Egypt
conquered by
foreign
invasions



Absolute
Location

e =

Compass symbols
rose

Directions:
north,
south,

east,
west




Action Open-Access
Resource

1. English has more
words than can be
taught.

2. A small group of
words does the
heavy lifting in
English.

3. Rare words in
narrative texts
belong to synonym
networks; those in
informational texts
in topic networks.

1. Teach students
to expect new
words in texts.

2. Increase volume
of reading

3. Teach students
prolific synonym
networks &
organize topics
into networks.

1. Talking Points for
Teachers: New Words in
New Texts

2. 7 minutes of
additional reading with
student goal setting

3. «Super Synonym Sets for
Stories (S4)

-Exceptional Expressions
in Everyday Events (E4)



Idea 4: Teach
® vocabulary in

the service of"’
developing
bodies of

knowledge. !




Correlation between

Background Knowledge
& Comprehension = .94

Reading for Understanding Network Study of Comprehension in Grades

7-12
Slide is from the presentation of David Francis (April 19, 2013). CCSS Assessments and Students with
Disabilities and English Language Learners. Plenary session at Institute on Assessment in the Era of the

Common Core State Standards, International Reading Association.






Deep
knowledge
of some

topIcs




Broad knowledge ot many
OPICS

= i { ;‘L.“ 4
g\ e
















Action 4: Develop bodies of
knowledge in English/Language
Arts instruction




4.1. Connect read-alouds, reading
selections, independent reading, &
vocabulary



Read-Alouds CATHEDRA L

The Story of Its Construction

DAVID MACAULAY

_Pigs/

An  Architectural o Tale

CELESTE DAVIDSON MANNIS

MILES HYMAN




Instructional Texts
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Independent Reading

WOMEN of STEEL
AND STONE

| REVERE i
l'\(:l\l‘l'm e

]—BYGNLGIBBONS
, David Roberts Engineer dudscpeoﬁq
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Vocabulary

Places People
Live & Types of
Dwellings
People Live In

Places in
and Around
a Dwelling

Items Found

in Dwellings :
- Places and Dwellings



Types of Dwellings

cottage
(ot tage)

©2008 by Anguskirk at Flickr. Some rights resrved. 2 i i -nC-




Types of Dwellings

apartment

(apart-ment)

TR AR TTE

-

©2009 by Josh at Flickr.
Some rights reserved

hitps://




Types of Dwellings

estate
(es-tate)

©2009 by Ben Freedman at Flickr. Some rights reserved. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Famous
Constructions in
the World (e.g.,
bridges, canals,
dams)

Famous
Buildings
in the
World

Building
and
Nature

13 Bmldmgs How are
Children Should Know architecture,
construction,
e and

engineering
different? How
do people from

these areas
work together?

How do
buildings
differ in
different
climates?

BUILDINGS

CATHEDRAL

The Story of Its Construction
DAVID MACAULAY

Changes in
building
over time

Stories about
Obstacles &
Challenges in

Steps in N building and
Designing and . constructing
constructing

What's
engineering?

What's
architecture?

What's
construction?

eda H. Hiebert



Action Open-Access
Resource

1. English has more
words than can be
taught.

2. A small group of
words does the
heavy lifting in
English.

3. Rare words in
narrative texts
belong to synonym
networks; those in
informational texts
in topic networks.

4. Teach vocabulary

in the service of

1. Teach students
to expect new
words in texts.

2. Increase volume
of reading

3. Teach students
prolific synonym
networks &
organize topics
into networks.

4. Develop bodies
of knowledge in

developing bodies of ELA instruction.

knowledge.

1. Talking Points for
Teachers: New Words in
New Texts

2. 7 minutes of
additional reading with
student goal setting

3. «Super Synonym Sets for
Stories (S4)

-Exceptional Expressions
in Everyday Events (E4)

4. -Intentional Read-
Aloud Curriculum
ReadWorks & FYI for
Kids

Word Pictures
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Strategies, tools, and texts to bring beginning readers and struggling readers to high levels of literacy

CLASSROOM MATERIALS PARENTS & TUTORS LITERACY TOPICS TEXTPROJECT LIBRARY ABOUT

elcome to TextProject

TextProject is the only website with
high-quality student texts and teacher guides
that are all available for free download. Texts
for students, vocabulary lessons and lists,
professional development modules and
videos—TextProject provides a world of
open-access resources for teachers, teacher

educators, parents, tutors, and students.

< >

'Download Classroom Materials | Keep Current on Literacy Topics |  Browse the TextProject Literacy
for TeaChlng Readlng Latest news and research on crucial literacy topics: Education lerary

Classroom-proven
resources including,

Curated, quality
resources for literacy
education: books,
guides, research
papers, webinars,
presentations, full
TextProject archives.

« Common Core State Standards
; ; « Beginning Reading, Reading Automaticity and
favorite books, reading
Fluency, and Core Vocabulary
passages, vocabulary
lessons, word pictures, « Comprehension, Close Reading, and
literacy lists & forms Assessment

« English Learners and Literacy
[ Do aacco . | Vmmssikadon and tnfnmmmnabinnal Tave-




