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Insight from DIBELS

At our house, the mail carrier isn't the only one who brings us messages. Our 
computer also brings mail. Our family has an email address. All we have to do is turn 
on the computer and get on the Internet. Our computer tells us if we have new mail. 

Email is much faster than regular letters. If I send a regular letter to my cousin who 
lives in Japan, it can take weeks to get an answer. If I email to my cousin, she usually 
emails back the same day. She lives 4,000 miles away and across the Pacific Ocean but 
our email messages come and go very quickly. 

My cousin is nine years old, just like me. We send email to each other almost every 
day. We tell each other about our schools, our friends, and our soccer teams. 
Sometimes we send jokes back and forth. Sometimes we ask questions about what we 
hear in the news about our countries. Sometimes we play chess with each other using 
the computer. We think of our moves on separate chess sets and then use email to 
send our moves back and forth. 

My dad and mom send email messages back and forth to Japan as well as to Hawaii, 
where we have many relatives. 

Because our relatives live so far apart it is hard for us to get together. If it weren't for 
email, we wouldn't be able to stay in touch as easily. With email, we can communicate 
without having to wait for a letter or buy expensive stamps. 



ACCURACY




End of Gr. 1:  Accuracy in Oral Reading
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End of Gr. 2:  Accuracy in Oral Reading
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End of Gr. 3:  Accuracy in Oral Reading
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WORDS CORRECT




End of Gr. 1:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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End of Gr. 2:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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End of Gr. 3:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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End of Gr. 4:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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End of Gr. 5:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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End of Gr. 6:  Words Correct in Oral 
Reading
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COMPREHENSION




End of Gr. 1:  Retell
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End of Gr. 2:  Retell
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End of Gr. 3:  Retell


0


12


24


36


48


60


72


84


N
um

be
r o

f P
oi

nt
s


50


25


10


5


Dewey, E.N., Kaminski, R.A., & Good, R.H. (2014) DIBELS Next® 
National Norms 2012-2013 (Technical Report No. 17). Eugene, 
OR:  Dynamic Measurement Group.




End of Gr. 4:  Retell
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End of Gr. 5:  Retell
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End of Gr. 6:  Retell
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SILENT READING 
FLUENCY WITH 
COMPREHENSION:  DAZE




End of Gr. 3:  Daze
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End of Gr. 4:  Daze
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End of Gr. 5:  Daze
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End of Gr. 6:  Daze
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Typical Gr. 4 Passage on NAEP:  Little Great White

Moms, dads, and kids crowded around the window at Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. When a small gray-and-white shark swam by, a woman squealed, 
“There she is!”

Eight-year-old Sammy gazed up at the shark. He saw the rows of perfectly 
white, perfectly sharp teeth. She's really pretty said Sammy, but a little scary, 
too.

The shark was a baby great white shark. (Scientists call them white sharks.) 
They have a terrifying reputation: Sometimes the sharks attack swimmers, 
probably because the shark mistakes the swimmer for a seal or sea lion. 
Attacks on humans are rare. But many movies make people think that these 
sharks are monsters waiting to eat them.

The baby white shark at Monterey Bay Aquarium wasn't much of a monster. 
At 4 feet 4 inches long and 62 pounds, she was about the same size as a 
nine-year-old girl. But when full-grown, she could reach 19 feet in length and 
weigh more than 2 tons-longer and heavier than a minivan.




We are really quite proud of her, said John O'Sullivan of the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. She is a beautiful, fascinating, majestic swimmer. 

Bringing a white shark to the aquarium wasn't easy. For fifty years aquariums have 
tried to keep white sharks alive, but the sharks would not eat in captivity.

The baby shark had been caught accidentally by a halibut fisherman off the coast of 
Southern California. Mr. O'Sullivan and his team knew that white sharks were 
sometimes caught this way. The aquarium had a special floating pen waiting in 
coastal waters nearby. While the shark lived in the pen, she was fed the same things 
she would have eaten in the wild—smaller sharks and other fish. The floating pen 
helped her get used to living in a small space.

After living in the pen for 26 days, the shark was put into a special 3,000-gallon tank 
and driven north to the aquarium. She was given a quick health check and slipped 
into the million-gallon Outer Bay Exhibit tank. The next morning, the shark ate 
salmon for breakfast.  The aquarium staff cheered!

The baby shark was fed using a long pole with a loop at the end to hold pieces of 
fish. You slap the food in front of her, get her excited, and she attacks it, explained 
Mr. O'Sullivan. When you watch her feed, it is very, very exciting. At one point, she bit 
the feeding stick and snapped off a piece of it.

 
 





The aquarium staff worried that the white shark might attack her tankmates, 
such as tuna, sea turtles, stingrays, and soupfin sharks. We try to make sure 
everybody in the tank is happy and has a full tummy, said Mr. O'Sullivan. A few of 
the little barracuda nip at her tail. It is sort of like a dog chasing a car. It is 
probably not a smart thing to do!

The aquarium staff didn't know how long they could keep the baby white shark. 
They planned to set her free if she stopped eating. Even if they could keep her a 
long time, they planned to set her free when she got bigger.

In just six and a half months, the shark grew two feet in length and more than 
doubled in weight. Scientists were surprised at how quickly she grew.

As the white shark got bigger, she began hunting her tankmates. She bit and 
killed two soupfin sharks. The aquarium released her into the ocean on March 
31, 2005.

Before letting her go, scientists attached a special pop-up satellite tag to the 
white shark. A month later the tag automatically popped off the shark, floated to 
the surface, and sent data to an orbiting satellite. 






 





The tag told scientists that the shark was alive and had swum 
200 miles south since her release. This is as close as any shark 
gets to sending a postcard: The water is fine. Wish you were 
here! 
During her stay, the baby shark gave people a more balanced 
view of white sharks. People fear many animals, such as lions 
and grizzly bears. But over time, people have accepted the idea 
that these animals have a right to exist. We set up national 
parks to protect them. 
Many scientists think that white sharks are very rare and 
should also be protected. It is now against the law to fish for 
white sharks off the shores of places like the United States, 
Australia, and South Africa. 
“Having a live, swimming white shark lets people say, ‘Wow, 
this animal is really neat,’ says Mr. O'Sullivan. He hopes that 
people will begin to understand this magnificent creature. Then 
they will help protect it. 

  
 
 



Fourth Graders’ Performances on �
4 Sections of 1,000-word Text


Text 
Section


Percentage of students 
engaged in Comprehension-
Based Silent Reading


1
 89.1


2
 60.9


3
 60.9


4
 48.9


Hiebert, E.H., Trainin, G., & Wilson, K. (July 2011).  Comprehension and 
reading rates across extended grade-appropriate texts.  Presentation 
at the annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Reading, St. Petersburg, FL.




As we travel from our homes, we need a place to sleep at night.  If we are 
visiting friends or family, we may stay at their homes.  But many people 
travel for work or for vacations.  There are also people who may have lost 
their home to fire or floods.  These people need a temporary home.  

Tents

Imagine you are hiking in a forest.  It is starting to get dark.  Where do you 
sleep for the night?  Many people chose to spend the night in a tent.  Tents 
are temporary homes that people use when they are hiking or camping.  
The materials used to make tents are light, but strong.   This makes it easy 
for hikers to carry their temporary homes with them. 

Tents are also easy and quick to set up and take down.  One or two people 
can set up some tents in less than 30 minutes.  Once tents are set up 
people have a place to rest that will protect them from the weather.   When 
it is time to go, the tents can be easily taken down and packed up.

Campers or hikers are not the only people who use tents.  People who travel 
from place to place in cars or by walking use tents as a temporary home.  
Soldiers traveling from place to place may not have a place to rest every 
place they stop at.  They can set up tents wherever they happen to be. Until 
the soldier gets home, the tent is their temporary home.




Hotels and motels 


Hotel comes from a word that means a place, such as a museum, with many visitors.  
Today, hotels are places where people can sleep, bathe, or rest while they are away 
from home.  Many hotels have restaurants where people can eat their meals.  Motels 
are simpler than hotels.  Motels only provide rooms for people to sleep in.  Hotels can 
be found in cities.  People staying in motels are usually on their way somewhere and 
just need a place to sleep.  Motels are mostly found along highways or freeways.


All hotels have rooms for people to stay in, but not all hotels look the same. Since 
many people stay at hotels when they are on vacations, many hotels have fun or 
relaxing things for visitors to do while they are staying there.   Some hotels have pools 
people can swim in or they can go on fun outings.  For example, people staying in a 
hotel near Yellowstone can go horseback riding to see the hard to reach areas of 
Yellowstone. 


Hotels can be found in many places, some in strange places.  There are hotels that 
are underwater.  There are hotels located in the arctic regions that are made out of 
blocks of ice.  There are also hotels that are built in trees, like tree houses.  Staying at 
these hotels is exciting and fun.  Not only do you have a place to sleep at night, but 
you also have an interesting place to explore something new.




Mobile homes

Many freeways were built after World War II and people traveled on them for work and 
vacations.  Plane travel was not common for many people, so driving was the best way for 
people to get from place to place.  As people drove around the US, they needed temporary 
homes.  

Mobile homes first started out as trailers attached to cars.  The trailers were like small 
bedrooms.  They had a bed the people can sleep on, and a place to sit and eat. The trailer 
part could be easily detached and re-attached. People could use just the car if they wanted 
to.

Today there are different kinds of mobile homes.  Some mobile homes are still trailers that 
can be attached to cars and driven away.  Other mobile homes look like very large vans with 
rooms.  Many of these mobile homes are large enough to have a few bedrooms, and 
bathrooms.  The inside of these mobile homes look like the inside of a small house or 
apartment.  


A third kind of mobile home is too large to be attached to a car and driven away.  These 
mobile homes are made in factories and driven on the back of very large trucks to where 
people want to live.  Most of these mobile homes are not move again.  These mobile homes 
were first used as temporary homes for people waiting for their permanent homes to be built 
or become available.  But some people live in mobile homes as their permanent homes.




Berthing and Dormitories 


Sailors and students also need temporary homes while they are away from home.  
When sailors are on their ships they sleep in an area of the ship called the berthing.  On 
small ships, the berthing can be used for many things.  But on a large ship, like a US 
Navy ship, then the berthing is only used as a place to sleep or rest.  About 100 sailors 
can share a berthing, but each sailor has his or her own bunk bed.  Large US Navy ship 
may have several berthing areas all over the ship. While sailors are at sea, the berthing 
is their temporary home.


Students who go away for school live in temporary homes called dormitories.  Many 
colleges and boarding schools have dormitories for students who chose to live on the  .  
Some dormitories look like apartments with bedrooms, a living room, bathroom and a 
kitchen.  But most dormitories are bedrooms that 1-4 students live in.  Dormitories may 
also have common areas where students gather to study or talk with their friends. 


Temporary home are also for people whose homes were destroyed.  Natural disasters, 
such as floods, or earthquakes, can destroy people’s homes.  Where do people go when 
their homes have been destroyed?  There are many agencies that can help by finding a 
safe place for people to stay.  Some churches or schools will let people stay there if 
there has been a natural disaster.  People can live there until they find another place to 
live. 




Moderate-Low Comprehenders:  Silent Reading Tasks 
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HOW WELL ARE STUDENTS 
READING?  SUMMARY 



WHAT ARE SOLUTIONS?  

Time, Text, & Tasks




TIME MATTERS


© 2005 by chris white in Flickr. (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) https://www.flickr.com/photos/76345608@N00/74904685/ 



Reading Instruction (late 1990s -)


Instruction
 Time Spent reading


Reading Instruction (1970s 
to late 1980s)


Instruction
 Time Spent reading 


Time Spent in Reading Instruction 

& “Eyes on Text”




Changes in Recommendations for Teachers


1965:  235 pages
 2014:  2,271 pages 


1st half of Gr. 3:




Toolkit




Reading Instruction 

(w/ 7 additional minutes)


Instruction Time Spent reading Additional 7 minutes 

7 Minutes of Additional Reading




Have Students set Goals

Goal:  Increase amount of reading each 
trimester of the school year. 

Step 1:  Get baseline data:


•  Establish length of time spent reading

•  Establish length of typical reading 

event

Step 2:  Set the goal (students in charge in 
Grades 3+; students guided in Grades 2-)    


Example:  Goal for trimester:  22 min. 
Daily, with at least one event for 5 min.


Step 3:  Always keep a record of what you’ve 
learned from reading




Illustration of Student Goal Setting:  
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1 2 3 4 5 6 78 9 10 11 12 

Total Reading Longest Single Reading Event 

Record of what I learned from reading: 
•  Fibonacci patterns (I read Blockhead; Patterns of Nature):   
•  Musicians (John’s Secret Dreams; Lives of the Musicians):  Some people 

like John Lennon use music to deal with hard things in their lives.  Often, 
musicians need to make many sacrifices to do what they do.   



Text Matters




The distribution of words in 
written English
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90% “Core” Words: 

• 2,500 complex word 
families (+helpful, 
unhelpful, helpless)


http://textproject.org/assets/library/
resources/WordZones_4000-simple-word-
families.pdf 


10% “Unique” or 
“Complex” Words: 
around 88,000 word 
families/200,000+ words 




words

1st 100
 the, by, no, through, must


101-300
 long, great, put, last, family

301-1,000
 power, north, story, strong, answer


1,001-1,500
 valley, imagine, motion, nearby, importance


1,501-2,000
 character, responsible, design, presence, trail


2001-2,500
 mixture, discovery, civilization, attitude, 
assume


Examples of the Words in the 
Core Vocabulary




Evidence for the presence of the 
2,500 word families in texts
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Toolkit




FYI from 
textproject.org




writing a lot easier. It’s easy to see how the “point” got 
into ballpoint pen. But why the ball? That part is in the 
name because of the tip of a pen is round. There are also 
rooms that are called ballrooms. People hold balls in 
ballrooms but they aren’t the round kind.

Other words with ball have nothing to do with 
round. In these words, the “ball” part of the word is 
not even said the same as ball in baseball or meatball. 
Ballerina is not ball with “erina.” Ballerinas are dancers 
and the word has nothing to do with ball. A ballot is 
used by people to vote but it is not round. You don’t even 
say “ball” when you say the word ballot.

Whenever you see ball as part of a word, look 
carefully. Usually, the word has something to do with 
games and sports. But remember eyeballs, fireballs, and 
cannonballs. These balls may be round but they aren’t 
used in sports! 
Ballerina and 
ballot show that 
some words 
with “ball” 
have nothing to 
do with being 
round. 

Putting Two Words 
Together

volume 3 
issue 2

For more information about TextProject and FYI for Kids, visit textproject.org
v.1.0 © 2013 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

A lot of sports that 
people play use balls. In 
basketball, players try 
to get a ball through a 
hoop. In baseball, players 
use a bat to hit a ball. In 
football, players throw a 
ball to get it close to the 
goal.

There are other 
words with “ball” that 
describe things that are 
round. But they are not 
balls with which you play 
a game. Meatballs are not 
used in any sport. But 

they are great with spaghetti.
Eyeballs help in playing sports. But there isn’t a sport 

called eyeball where teams throw and catch eyeballs. 
You wouldn’t want to be in a game that uses fireballs. If 
you would ever see a fireball, you should get as far away 
as fast as you can. Then call 911 right away. You should 
also watch out if a cannonball is going to be fired. It is 
round but you don’t want to play with a cannonball. You 
especially do not want to catch a cannonball!

There are some words, though, that have ball in them 
but it has nothing to do with round. Ballpoint pens make 
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She told her mom that she would try harder the next year 
to raise more money for the charity.

A month later, Rachel was critically injured in a car 
accident. On July 23, 2011, she was taken off life support. 
She died soon after.

When the news about Rachel’s story and her 
birthday wish spread, people all around the world began 
to donate money in her name. Some gave $9, some $19, 
some more. A month later, 30,000 people had given more 
than $1.2 million. Because of Rachel Beckwith, 60,000 
people in more than 100 villages now have clean water to 
drink.

In her honor, one village put up a sign that reads, 
“Rachel’s great dream, kindness, and vision of a better 
world will live with and among us forever.” Clearly, one 
person, even a child, can make a difference.

A Birthday Wish: 
Rachel Beckwith

volume 5 
issue 1

For more information about TextProject and FYI for Kids, visit textproject.org
v.1.0 © 2013 TextProject, Inc. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

In the summer of 
2011, Rachel Beckwith 
had just finished third 
grade. She was looking 
forward to riding her 
bike and playing games 
like jump rope with her 
friends. Rachel also liked 
dancing.

Then she heard 
someone say that there 
were children in Africa 
who did not have clean 
water to drink. The 
person was from an 
organization called 

charitywater.org, a charity that builds wells for towns 
in Africa. The wells provide people with clean water. 
Without wells, people often have to walk many miles 
to find water, then carry it home in buckets. Often, the 
water is not clean.

Instead of presents for her ninth birthday, Rachel 
asked her family and friends to donate $9 for clean water 
in Africa to charitywater.org. If she could raise $300, 15 
people could get clean drinking water.

By the time her birthday came, Rachel had raised 
$220. That meant that 11 people could get clean water. 
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Readworks.org








120 curated sets �
(6 unique texts per set) �

for Grades K-2




“Leveled” sets of same content texts


He was trained as an acrobat 
and for tightrope walking, 
and came to this country with 
a troupe of pantomimists [or 
people who act through body 
movements]. 
While here he visited Niagara 
Falls, and the idea at once 
struck him that, if he dared to 
cross those terrible waters on 
a rope, his fortune would be 
made.  
 

He was trained as an acrobat 
and for tightrope walking. He 
came to this country with a 
troupe of pantomimists [or 
people who act through body 
movements]. 
When he visited Niagara Falls, 
an idea struck him at once. If 
he dared to cross those 
terrible waters on a rope, his 
fortune would be made. 

Lexile:  1150 

Sentence length:  20.9  

Average Vocabulary Frequency:  3.70 


Lexile:  870

Sentence length:  14.4

Average Vocabulary Frequency:  3.67




 He was trained as an acrobat 
and for tightrope walking. He 
came to this country with a 
troupe of pantomimists [or 
people who act through body 
movements]. 
When he visited Niagara Falls, 
an idea struck him at once. If he 
dared to cross those terrible 
waters on a rope, his fortune 
would be made. 

 He was trained as an acrobat 
and for tightrope walking. He 
came to this country with a 
troupe of pantomimists. They 
are people who act through 
body movements. 
When he visited Niagara Falls, 
an idea struck him at once. 
What if he dared to cross those 
terrible waters on a rope? He 
knew his fortune would be 
made. 

Lexile:  870

Sentence length:  14.4

Average Vocabulary Frequency:  3.67


Lexile:  520

Sentence length:  8.69

Average Vocabulary Frequency:  3.66


“Leveled” sets of same content texts
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Other activities
 Reading


Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask, 
Vaughn, Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell, 2015.




Silent Reading


Listening, Following 
Along to Oral Reading 




Toolkit




Why? 

•  Develop the understanding that every complex text 

has new, challenging vocabulary. Vocabulary 
instruction gives students the means for figuring out 
new words in text, not instruction in every single 
word that might appear in new texts. 




When? 

•  Talks about the vocabulary of new texts need to 

occur across a school year (with extra doses prior to 
assessment periods).


textproject.org

Conversations about 


New Words in New Texts




How? 
•  Take a portion of the text (25 or 50 words is enough). Use a 

highlighter to mark the words in the 1,000-2,000 most-frequent 
words (list on textproject.org) 

•  Mark the words that are potentially challenging with a different 
colored highlighter. (List of 4,000 simple word families at: 
http://textproject.org/classroom-materials/lists-and-forms/lists/
word-zones-for-5-586-most-frequent-words/ 

  
--An example of a snippet of text for a board/projection is the following, 
which comes from a sample assessment for Grade 7 
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/english-language-artsliteracy/
grade-7-reading-informational-text-(Amelia-Earhart-2)  

When 10-year old Amelia Mary Earhart saw her first plane at a 
state fair, she was not impressed. “It was a thing of rusty wire 
and wood and looked not at all interesting,” she said. It wasn’t 
until Earhart attended a stunt flying exhibition, almost a 
decade later, that she became seriously interested in aviation.




Text Chunking & Close Reading 

•  With middle graders about to read Chapter 8 of 
Black Ships before Troy, a purpose-setting 
question before reading the first 350 words 
might be: “Greeks turn to cunning to win the 
war. Read to identify evidence in the text that 
demonstrates what the Greeks meant by 
cunning. 


•  After reading: “Find evidence in the text that 
tells how the Greeks used cunning.


Text Chunking














WHAT ARE SOLUTIONS?  

Time, Text, & Tasks


Summary





