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Discussion #1:

1. How many words do you estimate
you teach in English/Language Arts
instruction in a year?

2. What percent of the English
vocabulary is this?



Idea 1: You can’t teach all English words but you can
teach students about the underlying systems.
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ENGLISH HAS THREE DISTINCT
MORPHOLOGICAL SYSTEMS.



Small Changes for
Understanding the English
Lexicon



graph, para-
graph (s), photograph (s),
telegraph

ROMANCE

eparate, separates, separating, separ-
ated, separation, separately, separable

ANGLO-SAXON

field (s), airfield (s), battlefield (s), cornfield (s)

(from Calfee & Drum, 1981)



Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more 1.Teach studentsto 1. Vocabulary Triangle
words than can be expect new words in
taught. texts.



DISCUSSION 2

1. What percentage of the vocabulary
Is the same across end-of-year texts
for Grades 3,5, & 7?
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Idea 2: A small group of words does
the heavy lifting in English.



The distribution of words in
written English

10% “Unique” or

100%
™ | N <— “Complex>Words

around 88,000 word
80% — families/200,000+ words

70% ——— —

60% — 90% “Core” Words:
s L - - 2,500 complex word
families (+helpful,
unhelpful, helpless)

40% —
30% ——— —
20 —
10% ——— —

http./textproject.org/assets/library/resources
0% /WordZones 4000-simple-word-families.pdf



http://textproject.org/assets/library/resources/WordZones_4000-simple-word-families.pdf

Examples of the wWords in the
Core Vocabulary

Twords

101-300 long, great, put, last, family

1,001-1,500 valley,imagine, motion, nearby,importance

2001-2,500 mixture, discovery, civilization, attitude,
assume



% Total Words Accounted for by 2,500

Analysis of a Million Word Corpus

(Exemplars from Common Core State Standards)

Morph. Families

100
90
80

Grades

W Grade 1

®m Grades 2-3

M Grades 4-5

M Grades 6to 8

m Grades 9to 10

M Grades 11 to CCR




Small Changes for
Supporting students’ core
vocabulary



textproject.org

2a. Hold Conversations
About Ratio of Rare to Core

Words in Texts
Why?

- Develop the understanding that every
complex text has new, challenging vocabulary.
Vocabulary instruction gives students the
means for figuring out new words in text, not

Instruction in every single word that might
appear in new texts.

When?

- Talks about the vocabulary of new texts need
to occur across a school year (with extra
doses prior to assessment periods).



How?

« Demonstrate the nature of
vocabulary with texts.




2b. Increase students’
RESPONSIBILITY FOR READING text

Reading Instruction (1970s Reading Instruction (late 1990s -)
to late 1980s)

m Instruction m Time Spentreading mlInstruction m Time Spent reading



7 Minutes of Additional Reading

Reading Instruction

(w/ 7 additional minutes)

M Instruction M Time Spent reading M Additional 7 minutes



m Otheractivities m Reading

Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask,
Vaughn, Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell,2015.



m Silent Reading

=~ Listening, Following Along to
Oral Reading




2c. Increase students’
reading: Topically connected
articles



Readworks.org has
approximately 4,500 free
passages for Grades 1-High
School-including 450
curated sets of articles in the
Read-an-Article-a-Day
inttiative



The Article-a-Day
Initiative: Sets of
articles for a week
around a topic;
articles cover a range
of complexity levels



lllustration: Article-a-Day









2d. Sorting Texts by Topic



Texts of a 7ypicalliteracy

Program*
[Grade 2]

*Texts from Leveled Literacy Intervention, Heinemann



Texts of a Knowl/edge Literacy

Program*
[Grade 2]

*Texts from W.O.R.D., Scholastic



Typical
¢704 Word Families!, 225 of
which include more than one
family member in texts

*6% words outside 2,500 Word
Families

Knowledge
*800 Word Families!, 501 of
which include more than one
family member in texts

4% words outside 2,500 Word
Families

lanalysis of word families in Word Zones 3-5



Jobs:

astronaut
captain
clerk
doctor
nurse

Age &
Gender:
adults
babies
boy
female

People in Typical
Program

:

N

Groups & General:
team
students

human

Stories:

strangers
robber
king

giant

Families &

Friends:
brother
cousins

wife
uncle
sister

son
parents
friend

Groups &

Organizations:
crew
crowd

navy
army

Jobs:
artist
captain
explorers
guards
minister
photographer
policeman
cowboy
doctors
reporter

School

teacher

student
pupil
class

scientist

People in Knowledge
Program

L

Families &

Friends:
friend
son
uncle

auntie
guest

Stories:
characters
giant
king
queen
fan*

hero

Age &
Gender:
adults
babies
boy
female
girl
infant
kids
elderly
male
woman

man




Places in a

town:
store
market
factory
hospital

-A/

Places in Typical

Kinds of

places:
village
town

cottage
farm
castle

y

Program

\

Parts of

Places
kitchen
fence
barn
dairy

Inside a

room:
closet
doorway
window
counter
curtains
bed
chair

Places in a
town:
stores

shop
business
factory

library
hospital

station

Parts of

Places
attic
cellar
closet
floor
wall
roof
window
fence

screen

Places in

Inside a

room:
desk
table
chair

seat

shelf

bed
carpet

Knowledge
Program I Types of

Places in

stories:
castle

tower

Places:
country
county
colonies
village
town
city
farm

Z00




Texts Leveled by Text Complexity
[Grade 3]

*Texts from Leveled Literacy Intervention, Heinemann



Texts Selected for Topic & Text
Complexity [Grade 3]






Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more
words than can be
taught.

2.A small group of

words does the heavy

lifting in English.

1.Teach students to
expect new words in
texts.

2.Increase volume
of reading

1.Vocabulary Triangle

2a.Hold conversations
about rare:core ratio in
texts

2b. 7 minutes of
additional reading daily
2c. Increase magazine
reading

2d. Organize texts by
topics, not just text
complexity



Discussion 3

- 1. How doyouteachrare
vocabulary in narrative texts? In
expository texts?



Idea 3: Rare words are part
of networks



The Other 10%: Rare Words in Writing

families)

L
& <

Vocabular :

X T %

S 90% (2,500 =

8 complex word &

c b
o

O )

Extended Vocabulary
10% approximately 88,000 complex word
families



Narrative Text

From 7he Wonderful Wizard of Oz Frank Baum)




Story Word Other

(@) Possibilities
Networks in | dazzled hypnotized
narratives awed
brilliancy effulgence
arc luminosity
synonyms glittering shimmering
related to radiance
story

clements.



(b) The rare words In
iInformational texts
belong to topical
networks.



Informational Text




An Example of a Topical Network




Small Changes for
Supporting Knowledge
of Rare Vocabulary



Synonym Networks in
Narrative Texts

Prolific Groups of Synonyms

Communication Emotions Movement Traits
/Internal (adjectives) (verbs) (adjectives)
Processes
(verbs)
think happy go funny
argue sad send smart
look mad start brave
guess hope stop selfish
said fear stay shy








































FEATURES KINDS:

OF SITES: *beam

sbedrock sarch
dtides *suspension

scurrents

SPANS:
*simple
scontinuous
scantilevered

VARIATIONS:
*truss
*bascule/swing
ssemicircular
*segmental
arch

BRIDGES

*pier FORCES:
*tower scompression
*pylon “tension

cables storsion
“girder «shear forces




Location

Absolute
Location

Relative
Location

Key or
Legend
symbols ’

Compass
rose

Directions:
north,
south,

east,

west



Small Change

Open-Access
Resource

1.English has more
words than can be
taught.

2.A small group of

words does the heavy

lifting in English.

3.Rare words in
narrative texts
belong to synonym
networks; those in
informational texts in
topic networks.

1.Teach students to
expect new words in
texts.

2.Increase volume
of reading

3.Teach students
prolific synonym
networks & organize
topics into
networks.

1.Vocabulary Triangle

2a.Hold conversations
about rare:core ratio in
texts

2b. 7 minutes of
additional reading daily
2c. Increase magazine
reading

2d. Organize texts by
topics, not just text
complexity

3..Super Synonym Sets for
Stories (S4) for narrative
texts

-Use semantic maps for

informational texts, such as
those in Word Pictures






