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BUI....

-Students don’t appear to be reading
much.



" Other activities ™ Reading

Swanson, Wanzek, McCulley, Stillman-Spisask, Vaughn,
Simmons, Fogarty, & Hairrell, 2015).



M Silent Reading

l Listening,
Following Along to
Oral Reading




NEW PERSPECTIVES ABOUT WORDS,
KNOWLEDGE, & TEXTS



WHAT MAKES A TEXT COMPLEX?
DISCUSSION 1

1. What percentage of the vocabulary is the
same across end-of-year texts across middle
and high school grades?

2. How does the vocabulary complexity of
literary passages compare to those of content
areas?



Grade 8--STARR




English 1--STARR




English 2--STARR




National Assessment of Educational Progress (Grade 12)










SAT—Social Sciences




SAT--Science




Word Patterns in Texts
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Overall Distribution of Words in Texts
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Word Category Highly Abstract Highly Concrete

Relatively Rare whatsoever, infinitely, ([trance, pry, jumble, walrus, vase,
ultimately, intangible, |gossip, accumulate umbrella, tulip,
thereof tractor

Very Rare abject, jeopardy, awry, |inflammable, martyr oriole, smock,
pathogenic, deviate juncture, psychedelic |tattoo, rhubarb,
relinquished thistle
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Rare Words Across Three Grade Levels

Grs 6-8 Grs 11-CCR

EmRare ®m\VeryRare ®Proper Names + Unusual Words



Quality Changes, Not Just Quantity




DO MOST STUDENTS HAVE CAPACITY TO READ
COMPLEX TEXTS?

Discussion

1. What proportion of students in your classes are
unable to read the majority of the words in
classroom texts?

2. What are struggling readers able to read?



NAEP



When asked to read texts of this
complexity aloud, here are the
accuracy levels of eighth graders
at different percentiles:

75t 100%
50t : 99%
25t: 98%
10th: 96%
5th:  96%
2nd;  87-99%
1st: 82-86%




SAT--Literature






















HOW CAN STUDENTS BE SUPPORTED WITH
COMPLEX TEXTS?

Discussion

1. What are some strategies that you have been
using to support your students with complex texts?

* 2. Has the presentation to this point generated any
ideas for small changes that might increase student
capacity?



o = N w £ (3} o)) ~N (o] Vo]

1. Share information about the system

Grs 6-8 Grs 11-CCR

EmRare ®m\VeryRare ®Proper Names + Unusual Words



SAT--Science













ENGLISH HAS THREE DISTINCT
MORPHOLOGICAL SYSTEMS.



Morphological Knowledge
Info Card

Technical words
New words by com:
pounding: graph, para-
graph (s), photograph (s),
telegraph

ROMANCE

eparate, separates, separating, separ-
ated, separation, separately, separable

ANGLO-SAXON
Common, everyday, down-to-earth words

New words through compounding:
field (s), airfield (s), battlefield (s), cornfield (s)

(from Calfee & Drum, 1981)



Teach students to expect—and in some cases—
learn proper names

First Names & Characters, Objects, Experts & Their Geographic Names

Surnames—Author’s Affilations

Choices

Mr. Augsburger Nifia John T. Caioppo, Buddhist
University of Chicago

Mr. & Mrs. Sandlin Pinta Jacqueline Olds & Richard Brooklyn Bridge

S. Schwartz, Harvard

Thomases Mei Lanfang Shangri-La

Mrs. Andrews Red Guard Carol Dweck, Stanford Sherpa



2. Focus on Topically Connected Texts



...including daily opportunities for independent
reading



3. Teach about the semantic and topical
connections in the content/vocabulary



In the unit on
Leaders &
Visionaries, there
are 3,419 different
words. 2,540 of
these words have
high to moderate
frequency in text &
account for 91% of
the total words in
this unit.



- Of the remaining

- 879 words, 41%

- should be known to
- high schoolers (e.g.,
- short words like beg,
- concrete words like
. umbrella). Another
- 17% are proper

" names and 1% are

- abbreviations.



The 360 remaining
words are vetted
for their relevance
to the theme of
leaders and
visionaries working
on social justice
causes.



THE CHOSEN WORDS REPRESENT
THE KEY CONCEPTS IN THE TEXTS

Ll(tll-ia:r;n Multiple
Prolific as & Meanin;
courts): g
writers and . Iaintil;' » words:
speakers J.p i plaintive
Legislation: e disposition
policies
aa
ACTIONS spersistent
FOR (determined,
ATTRIBUTES/ ;o
«disparities (gaps) CHANGE: TRAITS tenacity,
between groups assiduous)
degradation & ~obdurate
oppression of (stubborn,
group(s) POSSIBLE adamant)
(humiliation, WHY? VIEWS OF proactive
tyranny, OTHERS
subjugated, .
disenfranchise- msu;gfms ‘What they
ment) LEADERS & s e are NOT:
VISIONARIES guerilz) stolid
eradical 5 a
o . N impassive
v syhverslve indifferent
WAYSION edissenter
Their views COMMUNICATING
of disparities .
& oppression: 4 *patriots
*malice «denounce
*scourge (scold, simportune
(curse) . (de"jﬂﬂd, How they do
tyranny condemn; insist, NOT
*barbarity proscribe) appeal) communicate or
eavarice act:
evile ‘ *equivocate &
; — concede
- impe «obligating &
(:"‘P'Tr:d contend accommodating
eg, plead, assert
beseech, advocate
urge) invoke




4. Don’t succumb to dumbed-down texts

The Walden Experiment—
Original
1300 25.88 3.54 207

On Independence Day, 1845, a few days before his
twenty-eighth birthday, Henry Thoreau left his
town of Concord, Massachusetts,

There he built himself a

modest cabin and for two years and two months
earned a simple living by the labor of his own
hands. He also wrote, among other things, his
autobiographical masterpiece, Walden (subtitled,
Life in the Woods), which gives an account of his

two-year stay. This is, with little doubt, the greatest

statement ever made on the living strategy
variously known as ‘voluntary simplicity,” ‘simple
living,” or ‘downshifting.

The Walden Experiment—

Modified
900 14.33 3.58 215
On Independence Day, 1845, Henry Thoreau left

his town of Concord, Massachusetts just a few
days before his 28t birthday.

here he built
himself a modest cabin. For the next two years
and two months, he earned a simple living by
the labor of his own hands. He also wrote,
among other things, his autobiographical
masterpiece, Walden (subtitled, Life in the
Woods), which gives an account of his two-year
stay. This is, with little doubt, the greatest
statement ever made on the living strategy
variously known as ‘voluntary simplicity,” ‘simple
living,” or ‘downshifting.



NEWSELA

Easy _ Medh'
New Delhi, India - In 1870 scientist ~ New Delhi, India—

T.C. Jerdon found two strange frogs
in India. He brought them back to
London. No more of the frogs were

H
New Delhi, India -

found. Scientists thought they must _ Collected by a British scientist in
have all died out. The frogs were collected by a 1870, the frogs were long assumed
Then in 2007 scientists got a big British scientist named T.C. Jerdon.  to be part of a vanished species.
surprise. The frogs were found He found them in India in 1870. In 2007 that all changed. A group of
again. They were living deep in an For many years scientists believed ~ scientists, led by renowned Indian
Indian forest. frogs of this kind had died out. biologist Sathyabhama Das Biju,
The frogs were found by an Indian They were sure the two dead frogs rediscovered the frogs deep in the
scientist. His name is Sathyabhama  in London were the only ones jungles of northeast India.

Das Biju. People all over India know humans would ever see. Biju and his team have been

Biju. He is nicknamed "The Frog All that changed in 2007. The carefully studying the rediscovered
Man.” Biju carefully studied the mystery frogs were rediscovered tree frogs since 2007. On

frogs he found. He has just put out  deep in an Indian jungle. They were Wednesday they released a report

a report. It has some big surprises in found by a team led by Indian cc.).ntaining.some .surprising findings.
it scientist Sathyabhama Das Biju. Biju says his studies prove the frogs
Biju is well known in India. should be considered part of a new

genus,



Lexile

Lexiles of Newsela Texts
# Words in Text
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Easy Medium Hard Easy Medium Hard Easy Medium Hard Easy Medium Hard



Original text: 920 15.84 3.75 392

It was the first day of September in 1986,
and the morning rain had given way to
bright sunshine. A successful advertising
executive made her way across 56t
street toward Broadway, on the west
side of Manhattan. A young boy, all of
eleven years old and dressed in scruffy
clothes, asked for some change for
something to eat. Laura Schroff lowered
her head and walked on; Manhattan was
full of panhandlers. She hardly even
noticed them any more. But something
drew Laura back to the boy.

Adapted text: 720 11.40 3.74 375

It was the first day of September in 1986.
The morning rain had given way to bright
sunshine. A successful advertising
executive made her way across 56th
Street toward Broadway. She was on the
west side of Manhattan. An eleven-year-
old boy dressed in scruffy clothes asked
for some change for something to eat.
Laura Schroff lowered her head and

walked on.
She hardly even noticed

them any more. But something drew
Laura back to the boy.






Share your small change
WITH YOUR SNAIL MAIL ADDRESS

smallchanges@textproject.org

eEveryone gets an electronic book.

*10 people get a USPS package with a children’s book & a
professional book.
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