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Reader and Task 

Such assessments are best made by 
teachers employing their professional 
knowledge of their students and the 
subject. 

Quantitative 
features typically 
measured by 
computer software 

Text features 
measured by 
an attentive 
human reader 



Hiebert, E.H. (October, 2010).  Anchoring Text Difficulty for the 21st Century:  A 
Comparison of the Exemplars from the National Assessment of Educational Assessment 
and the Common Core State Standards (Reading Research Report 10.02).  Santa Cruz, CA:  
TextProject, Inc. 



• Mismatch of readers and texts:  Many students can recognize 
words (i.e., two-thirds of an age cohort that fails to attain 
proficient levels on the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress).  These students are slow and, increasingly, 
disengaged in reading.  They have been given difficult texts 
from the get-go. 

• Vocabulary instruction occurs primarily in narrative texts and 
the rare words in narrative texts are unlike the rare words of 
informational texts.   



• Create texts that ensure that students are receiving the 
foundation that they need in becoming automatic with 
core vocabulary core content. 



Ruby stood and recited slowly:  I had a nice pet, Who I never 
met, Because it always stayed behind me.  And I'm sure it 
was a cat, too.  Ruby smiled at the back of Angela's head.  
Someone whispered. Ruby sat down. What a coincidence, 
murmured Miss Hart. 



Mrs. Morrow wrote Tuesday, October 10th on the chalkboard in 
her best cursive.  

Mrs. Morrow led her class into the gym. There was the real 
author! She was testing Mr. Chickerella's microphone and 
getting ready for the assembly. Arthur was setting up chairs for 
the teachers.  Eddie checked out the author from head to foot. 



These students in an American classroom start their day by 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 

A long time ago, a German man started a new kind of school. 
He thought that small children should grow like flowers in a 
garden. He called his school kindergarten. The word means 
children's garden in German. 
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In 1997, Dr. Paul Sereno led a dig.  He took 18 scientists with 
him. They went to Africa. They went to Niger. The Tourareg 
tribe helped.  The Tourareg Iive in Niger. They know their land. 
They know it best. They made the dig possible. 

The dig was a success.  They had a fantastic find.  



Prince Lance is at a ball.  He sits on the edge of his chair and 
plays with its fringe.  He will not budge.   

Prince Lance is shy.  He has a scheme to not dance. 

Then, Madge glances at him. 

I am Madge, she says, Is there a chance that you might dance 
with me? 



Monster trucks have been around for more than 30 years. 
At first, some people called them chrome crushers 
because the drivers drove them over cars and crushed the 
cars flat.  Later, some drivers decided they would like to 
have flat races over a straight track.  So, in 1987, they 
formed the Monster Truck Racing Association 

Fast Track Reading (2001).  Drag, Dirt, and Other Racing.  
Columbus, OH:  Wright Group/McGraw-Hill.   
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Lexile Sentence Length Word Frequency 

Henry & Mudge 
(First Book)  
(Gr. 2-3) 

460 7.98 3.65 

Black Ship  
(Gr. 6-8) 1050 17.75 3.65 

Bending close to look at it, everyone could see the words 
"To the fairest" traced on its side. 
(Black Ship) 
 
Then he found Mudge. Mudge had floppy ears, not 
pointed.  And Mudge had straight fur, not curly.      
(Henry & Mudge, First Book) 



• Database consisted of 1,525 texts.   
• Texts were distributed across 4 Lexile groups, with 

genre (Narrative & Expository) distributed almost 
evenly across the sample 
• Texts were distributed across 4 lengths (50-200, 

201-500, 500-1,000, 1001-2000) 
• Texts were obtained from 7 sources:  assessment, 

beginning reading programs, core content, core 
reading, CCSS exemplars, literature, magazines 

• Lexile and Syntax:  0.939 
• Lexile and Vocabulary:   —0.529 
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Run faster and throw harder! Science can help people who 
play sports get better at what they do. Science can help a 
runner go faster and can help a swimmer move more 
quickly through the water. It can help a ball player hit and 
throw the ball harder. It can also help people stay safe as 
they play. 



Sports such as golf, tennis, and soccer have been around for a 
very long time. For example, golf started in Scotland in the 
1400s, when people hit a stone with a stick on a sand dune or a 
field. Golf soon became so popular that it was a threat to the 
safety of the country!  



0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

70% 

80% 

90% 

100% 

“Core” vocabulary consists 
of 4,000 word families (e.g., 
help, helps, helping, helped, 
helper but not helpless, helpful) 

 1st 1,000:  the to separate 
 2nd 1,000:  length to compare 
 3rd 1,000:   gate to moral 
 4th 1,000:   whale to relate 

http://textproject.org/assets/library/
resources/WordZones_4000-simple-word-
families.pdf  

10% “Unique” or  
“Complex” Vocabulary 
(300,000+ words—all of which 
occur less than once per 100,000 
words of text) 
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•cause 
•necessary 

•estimate 
•resistance 
•adjustment 

•  use 

•evidence 
•quality 
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Levels J-M 
•  intensified 
•  prevailed 
•  versatile 
•  differentiation 



• In a band where there are more than 200 words, how do you 
pick? 
• Size of morphological family 

• Structural pattern:  Multisyllabic words create some of the 
greatest problems for American students.   

• Presence in academic vocabulary:  both general and content 
domains 



• Use in sentences (including the use of members of the word 
family) 

• Read, read, read—and ensure that target words appear in 
texts (not algorithmically but reasonably) 





One of the first people to have the idea that ice may have caused this 
was a man named Bernard Kuhn.  
 
The amounts of gases in our air can also make the earth colder. Some 
scientists believe that the tall mountains helped cause the ice ages. 
When rain falls, it washes away the dirt on big mountains. The gases 
that were trapped under the dirt go into the air. The gases can block 
the light and heat from the sun. And that could make it colder. 
 
Oddly enough, even a blast of heat can cause the earth to get cold. 
When a volcano explodes, it blows ash and smoke into the sky. The 
ash and smoke block the sunlight. The earth gets darker. It also gets 
colder. Smoke that lasts for months could spread a long way. This can 
cause an ice age to begin. 





What are the advantages of purchasing a hybrid car? For one 
thing a hybrid is economical. The hybrid's smaller and lighter 
engine and its electric power supply make for a much better 
use of fuel. It is estimated that a hybrid can get up to 55-60 
miles per gallon in city driving. It is also estimated that it 
provides a whopping 20-30 more miles per gallon than a 
standard car! In fact, one hybrid on the road today can go 
about 700 miles on a single tank of gasoline and, given the 
upward direction of gasoline prices, a hybrid car could take a 
big bite out of a driver's gasoline bills. 

 



Recordings of past webinars are 
available at TextProject’s YouTube 
channel. 
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