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The foundation:  Core vocabulary &  
Reasons for reading 

1.  Systematically extending vocabularies in 
informational & narrative texts 

2.  Opportunities to increase reading stamina 
3.  Support in developing funds of knowledge 
4.  Summer reading 

Building & Extending a Foundation 

1.  Systematically extending vocabularies in 
informational & narrative texts 

Words come from 
particular 
categories/topics 

Words belong 
to particular 
semantic 
categories 

Morphological 
Patterns 

Teaching CORE CONCEPT Vocabulary: 
An Illustration 

Designing 

Mixtures
 substanceproperty

dissolve

abrasive
acid

ingredient

combine

solution

soluble

mixture

pure

chemical

absorb

odor

Natural Resources & the 
Economy 

Corresponds to QuickReads Level D, book 2, Geography 
and Economics, Natural Resources & the Economy 

Left Photo: Typical rocky shores. September, 2009. ©2009 by Petritap in en:wikimedia. Some rights reserved CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www. 
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en). 
Middle: Refilling a 18L water jug. Released into public domain by Myke2020 in en:wikimedia. 
Right: A child drinks water from a well built by Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 40 in Shant Abak.  Released into public domain 
by the United States Navy. 

Factories 

Left Photo: Factory. September, 2010. ©2010 by Hugo.arg. In en:wikimedia. Some rights reserved CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en). 
Top right: Worker in bottle factory. June, 2008. ©2008 by Seattle Municipal Archives. Some rights reserved CC-BY-2.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en). 
Bottom right: Sugar Factory. Unknown date. Taken by Skuratov S S. in en:wikimedia. Released into public domain by the copyright holder, Skuratov S S. 
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Inventions 
Definition: The act of making, designing, or producing 
something for the first time, or the thing that is made, 
designed, or produced for the first time. 

Example: These machines are one of the new 
inventions that help get oil out of the ground. 

Photo: Pump jacks. July, 2008. ©2009 by Techcollector in en:wikimedia. Some rights reserved CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en). 

Resources 
Definition: Something such as land, mineral, or 
natural energy that exists in a country and can be 
used in order to increase its wealth 

Example: Trees are a natural resource that humans 
use to make paper.   

Left Photo: New beech leaves. March, 2005. ©2007 by  Malene Thyssen. Some rights reserved CC-BY-SA-2.5 (www. creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en).Right: Two A7 notebook. January, 2011. 
©2011 by Mk2010 in en:wikimedia. Some rights reserved CC-BY-SA-3.0(www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en). 

Story Word Cluster Examples of Words in 
Cluster (Beyond Story) 

amazed 
Emotions/Feelings/Happy 
Excitement 

surprised 
jubilant 
ecstatic 
dumbfounded fascinated 

marveled 

baffled Communication/Mental 
Actions/Confused 

confused 
bewildered 
mystified 
perplexed 
confounded 

bewildered 

stumped 

humble Traits/Shyness/Meek reluctant 
retiring 
self-effacing timid 

Teaching the Words of Stories 
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Word RemindersTM 

Sometimes, a new word has a meaning close to that of a word you 
already know. 

Sometimes, a picture can help you remember a word’s meaning. 

Often, the meaning of words are connected to the meanings of 
other words. 

Many words belong to families of words that have the same root 
words and meanings.  Some root words are the same in English 
and Spanish. 

Sometimes, the same word has several different meanings.  Often, 
the meaning of a word changes when it is in a phrase or compound 
word.   

Words are part of families or networks.  When you learn the 
members of a word’s family, your vocabulary grows 

2.  Opportunities to increase reading stamina 

Length of 
Instructional Block 

Time with eyes on 
text 

% of entire Reading 
block spent with 
eyes on text 

90-minute 17.57 20 

100-minute 16.25 16 

105-minute 18.49 18 

120-minute 19.25 16 

Overall  18.33 

(Brenner & Hiebert, 2010) 

Gr3 (Reading 1st):  Amount students are reading 

How much students are currently read:  
The gap widens 
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Reading Stamina:  Students’ ability/
willingness to read long(er) texts  
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Nonstarters Quitters (2 texts) Quitters (3 texts) Monitors Persisters Comprehenders 

Grade 2 Grade 4 

Hiebert, Wilson, & Trainin, 2011 

Marine life 

3.  Support in developing bodies of expertise/passion 
Engineering & Building 
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Gardening 
Extensive Reading on a 
Topic:  Kids as Experts 

Organize new and prior knowledge


  Did I draw on students' existing knowledge and 
experience?   

  Did I identify what new knowledge can be gained 
from this text and guide students in gaining it?  

  Did I support students in organizing their new 
knowledge with their existing knowledge/
experiences?  

  Did I show students ways to widen their 
knowledge? 

  Did I support students in sharing their 
knowledge? 

Why Summer 
Reading is so 

Critical 
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The foundation:  Core vocabulary &  
Reasons for reading 

1.  Systematically extending vocabularies in 
informational & narrative texts 

2.  Opportunities to increase reading stamina 
3.  Support in developing funds of knowledge 
4.  Summer reading 

Building & Extending a Foundation 
www.textproject.org 


