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•  By the time they complete high school, 
students must be able to read and 
comprehend independently and proficiently 
the kinds of  complex texts commonly found 
in college and careers.   

Standard #10 of  the Common Core State 
Standards:  English/Language Arts 
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Publications on CCSS’s construct of  
Text Complexity & Struggling Readers 

 

v  Published articles in journals and books  

v Articles/chapters in press/review  

v Research Reports  

v  Blogs  

v  PowerPoint slides and presentation 
handouts 
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Today’s Focus:  A Funds of  
Information Initiative (Fii) 
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Three Pieces of  Evidence on 
Supporting American Students with 

Complex Text 

v  Evidence 1:  Reading is where sophisticated 
vocabularies developed & extended 

v  Evidence 2:  Knowledge is acquired, retained, and 
extended when learners are supported in connecting 
the new to existing knowledge 

v  Evidence 3:  American students, as a whole, are not 
engaged with complex text; Engagement is essential 
for high levels of  proficiency with complex texts.   
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Popular Magazines	


Children’s Books	



Rare Words per 
1,000	



65.7	


30.9	



	


Popular adult shows	



	


22.7	



	


College graduates to friends	



	


17.3	



(from Hayes & Ahrens,1988) 
 

Evidence 1:   
Reading is where sophisticated 

vocabularies are developed & extended
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•  Representational forms of  
government 

•  Photosynthesis 

•  Atom-splitting 

Particular funds of  information are acquired 
solely through academic presentations  

(texts, lessons, selected media) 

Weather

Conditions:  
rain, snow, 
hail, sunny 

& clear, 
sunny & 
cloudy

Seasons:  
winter, 
spring, 

summer, fall/
autumnclimate 

zones:  
continental, 

polar, 
tropical, 

mountain, 
desert, mild
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1.  To overall purposes  

2.  To knowledge networks (i.e., across texts & 
learning experiences) 

Evidence 2:   
Knowledge is acquired, retained, and extended 

when learners are supported in connecting the new 
to existing knowledge 
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*Existing Knowledge & 
Purposes 

Focus Text: 

Gettysburg Address 

Memorials: Ground Zero: 

 

* “We have some 
planes” (Ch. 1) The 9/11 
Commission Report. 

* President Obama’s 
speech at the Concert of  
Hope, 9/11/11. 

* President Bush’s speech 
at dedication of  Fight 93 
memorial, 9/11/11. 

* September 11th Personal 
Stories of  Transformation: 
www.tributewtc.org/
programs/toolkit.html  

Speeches: 

 

* JK Rowlings’ 
Commencement address at 
Harvard University, 2008. 

* Cesar Chavez’s speech at 
the Commonwealth Club, 
1984. 

* Steve Jobs’ 
Commencement address at 
Stanford University, 2005. 

Gettysburg: Battle & 
Dedication 

 

* Journals of  Minnesota 
(Company K): 
www.winonahistory.org/
companyK/ 

* Diary of  a Tar Heel 
Confederate Soldier: 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/
fpn/leon/summary.html 

* Edward Everett’s speech: 
www.civilwarhome.com/
everettgettysburg.htm  
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Background 
on Memorials 
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Background on 
Speeches 

JK Rowlings, Harvard Commencement, 
2008:  The Fringe Benefits of  Failure, 
and the Importance of  Imagination 

v You might never fail on 
the scale I did, but some 
failure in life is inevitable. 
It is impossible to live 
without failing at 
something, unless you 
live so cautiously that 
you might as well not 
have lived at all – in 
which case, you fail by 
default. 
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Cesar Chavez’s speech to the  
Commonwealth Club  

http://esl-bits.net/listening/
Media/CesarChavez/default.html 

Twenty-one years ago last September, on a lonely stretch 
of  railroad track paralleling U.S. Highway 101 near 
Salinas, 32 Bracero farm workers lost their lives in a tragic 
accident.  
 
The Braceros had been imported from Mexico to work on 
California farms. They died when their bus, which was 
converted from a flatbed truck, drove in front of  a freight 
train.  
 
Conversion of  the bus had not been approved by any 
government agency. The driver had "tunnel" vision.  
 
Most of  the bodies lay unidentified for days. No one, 
including the grower who employed the workers, even 
knew their names.  
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Steve Jobs 
Commencement address to 
Stanford class of  2005:  
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=D1R-jKKp3NA  
“Beneath it were the words: 
"Stay Hungry. Stay Foolish." It 
was their farewell message as 
they signed off. Stay Hungry. 
Stay Foolish. And I have 
always wished that for myself. 
And now, as you graduate to 
begin anew, I wish that for 
you.” 
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Background on Gettysburg: 

v  The Civil War remains the deadliest war in 
American history, resulting in the deaths of  
620,000 soldiers, an undetermined number of  
civilian deaths, and at least 415,000 soldiers 
wounded.   

v  Historian John Huddleston estimates the death 
toll at 10% of  all Northern males (20-45 years) 
and 30% of  all Southern (white) males (18-40 
years) 
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Perspective of  the Civil War:  Dead & 
Wounded as Proportion of  Population 

0 1 2 3 4 

American Civil War 

World War II 

World War I 

Vietnam War 

Korean War 

War on Terror 

Dead 

Wounded 

Elfrieda H. Hiebert 
www.textproject.org 



Battle of  Gettysburg in Relation to 
Entire Civil War 

v  The deadliest battle of  the deadliest war in 
American history:  7,863 dead; 27,224 wounded 
in 3 days of  the four years of  the Civil War:  4% 
of  all of  the casualties in .2% of  the entire war 

v  “On July 4, Lee began withdrawing his army 
toward Williamsport on the Potomac River, 
thus concluding the Battle of  Gettysburg. His 
train of  wounded stretched more than fourteen 
miles.” 
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Additional Reading 

v  Turning point at Gettysburg from Voices from the Civil 
War, M. Meltzer.   

v  What a foolish boy from The Boys’ War (J. Murphy, 
New York:  Scholastic, 1990). 

v  Edward Everett’s speech:  Edward Everett was the main 
speaker at the dedication of  the Gettysburg National 
Cemetery; he spoke for 2 hours 

v  Abraham Lincoln followed Everett with a 265-word 
speech (about two minutes) that is recognized as one of  
the strongest declarations for human equality and 
national unity.   
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Knowledge 
Networks 
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1. Living things are both similar to and 
different from each other and from 

nonliving things. 

2. Organisms inherit genetic information 
in a variety of  ways that result in 

continuity of  structure and function 
between parents and offspring. 

3. Individual organisms and 
species change over time. 

4. The continuity of  life is sustained 
through reproduction and development. 

5. Organisms maintain a dynamic 
equilibrium that sustains life. 

6. Plants and animals depend on each other 
and their physical environment. 

7. Human decisions and activities have had 
a profound impact on the physical and 

living environment. 

The Living 
Environment 
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Some of  the big 
themes of  human 

experience in 
literature 

Individual’s relationship 
to society (including 

families, school) 

Individuals as heroes or anti-
heroes 

Individual’s development 
as a human being 

Individual and mortality 

Individual & inevitable 
challenges of  life 

People and their 
relationship & 

responsibility for natural 
world 

Societal systems 

Influence on individual’s 
development & circumstances 

Historical events and 
influences on these systems 

Justice/injustice of  societies 
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Evidence 3:  American students, as a whole, are not 
engaged with complex text; Engagement is essential 

for high levels of  proficiency with complex texts 

v  The engagement of  reading among American students 
is low, as indicated by a 2001 nationally representative 
sample of  fourth graders from 35 countries which 
ranked the United States 33rd in an index of  students’ 
motivation for reading (Mullis, Martin, Gonzalez, & 
Kennedy, 2003) and 35th out of  35 countries in the 
revised index of  attitudes toward reading (Twist, 
Gnaldi, Schagen, & Morrison, 2004) 
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Students aren’t reading a great deal 

0 
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Anderson, R.C., P.T. Wilson, and L.G. Fielding. 1988. Growth in reading and how children spend their time outside of  school. Reading 
Research Quarterly 23(3):285-303. 
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v  Kuhn & Schwanenflugel (2009):  Data from the 
seven classes most successful in increasing reading 
rate were compared to 7 least successful classes:  
students in former read 7 minutes more daily than 
students in latter. 

v  Average 3rd grader: 

v  127 words per minute x 7 minutes x 180 school 
days:  160,020 additional words 

v  Using Hayes & Ahren’s (1988) data (31 rare/
new words per 1,000):   5,000 additional words   

What 7 Minutes of  Extra Reading Mean	
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Students aren’t reading extended texts  
at any one time 
Comparison of  CST & NAEP 
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When students read, they read fairly 
vacuous texts 

--and little that extends information about new topics 

v  28% of  America’s 3rd through 5th graders are 
represented in What Kids are Reading? (Renaissance 
Learning, 2012): 

v  One book in the top 20 books for these grade levels is 
informational (& it is a simple descriptive book on an 
animal) 

v  53% of  the books come from series; Diary of  a Wimpy 
Kid series alone counts for 25% of  the top 20 choices in 
all three grades 

v  23% of  the top 20 choices appear on lists of  prize-
winning children’s literature  
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How does this happen in 
classrooms?   
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Stories about heroes •  Joan of  Arc (Diane Stanley) 
• Martin Luther King, Jr.  (Rosemary L. Bray) 
• Seven Brave Women (Betsy Hearne) 
• She’s wearing a dead bird on her head! (Kathryn Lasky) 

Music •  I like music (Leah Komaiko) 
• The Philharmonic gets dressed (Karla Kuskin) 
• Moses goes to a concert (Isaac Millman) 

Tales: New & Old • The Huckabuck Family & and how they raised popcorn in Nebraska and quit and came back 
(Carl Sandburg) 
• The people could fly:  American black folktales (Virginia Hamilton) 
• Rapunzel (Paul O. Zelinsky) 

Math • Math Curse (Jon Scieszka) 
• Grandfather Tang’s Story (Ann Tompert) 
• A very improbable story: A math adventure (Edward Einhorn) 

Animals in the Wild • Starlight Animal Rescue: Wild Cat  (Dandi Daley Mackall) 
• Animals and the Seasons (Susanne Riha) 
• Amazing X-Rays: Wild Animals (Jacquelin A. Ball) 

History & Geography • Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes (Eleanor Coerr) 
• The Scrambled States of  America (Laurie Keller) 
• Shaka:  King of  the Zulus (Diane Stanley) 

How People 
Live 

Fashion  •  I want to be a fashion designer (Stephan Maze) 
• My wonderful world of  Fashion:  A book for drawing, creating, and dreaming (Nina 
Chakarabarti) 
• Frankly, Frannie: Fashion Frenzy (AJ Stine) 

Sports • The World’s greatest soccer players (Matt Doeden) 
• The Wild Soccer Bunch: Kevin the Star Striker (Joachim Masannek) 
• A Beautiful Game: The World's Greatest Players and How Soccer Changed Their Lives 
(Tom Watt) 
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The Funds of  Information 
Initiative 
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