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When Texts Stand Alone
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Targeting Semantic Families






Talk: Turn and Talk



Writing About Texts, Writing From Texts
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With a Focus on Vocabulary



Writing About Texts, Writing From Texts



Integrating, not isolating, Text Types

Informational Texts in Literary Texts in
Literary Units Informational Units






Strategy 1: Highlighting Specific Words,
Especially Multisyllabic, Unfamiliar Words

Narrative Texts Informational Texts
melancholy mel-an-chol-y
unfamiliar un-fa-mil-iar

invisible in-vis-i-ble









Strategy 2: Topic Bins of Books Students Read Independently

Trade Readers Informational Readers



Strategy 3: Phonics Readers for Instructional Application



Children’'s Own Semantic Maps






Third-Grade Performances: DIBELS

Summary of Accuracy
Across Three Triads
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* The medium-frequency, multi-syllabic
words (e.g., invented, avoid, reduced):

If a child reads at average oral reading speed
(Hasbrouck & Tindal, 2017)

# Minutes of reading per
day across Grades 1 and 2

Likely number of
exposures to medium-
frequency, multisyllabic
words on Grade 3 DIBELS
assessment

2.7
4.1
5.5
6.8
8.2
9.6
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Distribution of Words in English

100% _
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70% =1850 Word
Families
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40% =620 Word Families
30%
20%
o High-, Medium-, & Low-Frequency Zones based on
10% Zeno, S.M,, Ivens, S.H., Millard, R.T., & Duvvuri, R. (1995).
The educator’s word frequency guide. Touchstone
0% Applied Science Associates.
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TextProject’s Staircase of Automaticity



TextProject’s Staircase of Automaticity






The Right Texts arrives in
spring 2027—but we'll give
away 4+ featured
children’s books every
month until then!

Follow us to learn more:
Instagram: textprojectresources
Facebook: TextProject
Linkedin: Freddy Hiebert



www.textproject.org

Presentation pdf available at
“News” on TextProject.org



http://www.textproject.org/
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