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Staying Still

Animals that move slowly can be easy targets for predators. Sloths are among the 

world’s slowest-moving animals. Sloths also spend most of the day asleep, when many 

predators hunt. Sleeping during the day and moving slowly seem to be disadvantages. 

However, sloths have ways to protect themselves against predators.

When sloths sleep, they hang upside down from tree branches. Sloths can be so 

motionless when they sleep, though, that predators can walk by without noticing them. 

Sloths are also protected by algae that grow on their fur. The algae make the sloth’s gray or 

tan fur look like the leaves or moss that grow on the tree.

At night, when sloths hunt for food, their slow movement also keeps them safe. 

Sloths move so slowly that predators can’t easily see them among the eaves in a tree.
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Review

1. Algae protect sloths by ___
A.	 giving sloths something to eat.
B.	 helping predators find sloths.
C.	 making sloths look like trees.
D.	 helping sloths move_slowly.

2. Describe two ways sloths stay safe from predators.
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