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Building Vocabulary

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ being free

B. __________________________________ a chance to do something new 

C. __________________________________ a figure of a person or animal

D. __________________________________ the way things are

E. __________________________________ people who move to a new country to make a new home

F. __________________________________ need to have or do something 

G. __________________________________ trips

H. __________________________________ people who are members of a country

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. My town put up a __________________________________ of the person who started the town.

B. My parents came to the United States to become __________________________________.

C. It was cold, so the __________________________________ for swimming were not good.

D. The school will __________________________________  new students to pass a test to move to the 
next grade.

E. It you are free, you have the __________________________________ to do what you want.

F. The United States is sometimes called the land of __________________________________ because 
people can do many things here.

G. More __________________________________ come to a country when more jobs are available.

H. I like __________________________________ by sea because I have always loved boats.

Blue Step, Book 1 ∙ Immigration and the United States

immigrants

statue

opportunity	

liberty 

conditions

citizens 

voyages

require
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 1 ∙ Immigration and the United States

A land of immigrants

Ellis and Angel Islands

Getting to the United States

Becoming a U.S. Citizen

Immigration to the
United States
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Building Vocabulary

Canada	

neighbor

Mexico

pyramids

Aztec

representatives

population

Blue Step, Book 2 ∙ Our North American Neighbors

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ a person who lives near other people

B. __________________________________ the country that lies north of the United States

C. __________________________________ the number of people who live in a place

D. __________________________________ the country that lies south of the United States

E. __________________________________ buildings with four slanting sides that meet in a point at 		
                                                                     the top

F. __________________________________ relating to a group of people who lived in Mexico before              
                                                                     the Spanish settlers arrived

G __________________________________ people who speak and act for others

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. The __________________________________ of our city grew when new houses were built.

B. The country of __________________________________ lies south of the United States.

C. The pointed shape of the __________________________________ made them easy to see.

D. We have a nice __________________________________ living in the house next door.

E. Because __________________________________ lies north of the United States, it is colder there.

F. The  _________________________________ people built pyramids and cities in the area that became 
Mexico.

G.	  We elect our government’s __________________________________.
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 2 ∙ Our North American Neighbors

Three North American countries

Mexico and its North  
American Neighbors

Comparing Canada and  
the United States

Mexico City

Our North American 
Neighbors
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Building Vocabulary

citizenship

engineer

location

apartments

organization

merchants

aqueducts

conquered

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ got something by using force 

B. __________________________________ the place where something is

C. __________________________________ someone who plans or builds machines, roads, and  
					     bridges

D. __________________________________ being a member of a particular country, city, or town

E. __________________________________ people who sell things

F. __________________________________ one or more rooms that people live in inside a larger 	      
				                  building

G. __________________________________ huge stone bridges with pipes that carry water to people

H.  __________________________________ putting things together in an orderly way

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. The __________________________________ of the school gym makes it easy to leave after 
practice.

B. Our town needs an __________________________________ to design a new bridge.

C. The library has an __________________________________ that helps me find books easily.

D. The __________________________________ who sell milk get it fresh from the farms every day.

E. James’s family lives in a large building that has many __________________________________.

F. One of the rights of __________________________________ is the ability to vote.

G. The big stone __________________________________ carried water to Rome from many miles 
away.

H. When the Roman army __________________________________  an enemy, it allowed some people 
to have rights.

Blue Step, Book 3 ∙ Ancient Rome
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building Connections

Rome in ancient times

Roman engineering

The Roman Army

Daily life in ancient Rome   

Ancient Rome

Blue Step, Book 3 ∙ Ancient Rome
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Building Vocabulary

mystery

poetry	

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ people who write books, stories, plays, or articles

B. __________________________________ a person whose work is to solve crimes

C. __________________________________ an idea that fills a person’s thoughts

D. __________________________________ a person who tells what happened in a story

E. __________________________________ a kind of writing that has readers wondering what will  
				                  happen next

F. __________________________________ a kind of writing that uses special language and may  
				                  use rhyme

G. __________________________________ a small book that is printed regularly, sometimes every  
				                  week or month

H. __________________________________ a kind of writing in which there is a secret

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. The story she was reading had so much __________________________________ that she jumped 
when the door opened.

B. That story is a __________________________________ about finding a missing jewel.

C. I get a __________________________________ about cars every month.

D. The __________________________________ is the person who tells the story.

E. Jamie loves puppies so much we think she has a __________________________________ with them.

F. The __________________________________ wrote a book about his childhood.

G. Matthew wrote __________________________________ about nature.

H. The __________________________________ followed the clues to find out who did the crime.

Blue Step, Book 4 ∙ Mystery Writing

suspense

magazine

authors

obsession

detective

narrator
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building Connections

What Is mystery writing?

Edgar Allan Poe

Mystery history

The tell-tale heart

Mystery Writing

Blue Step, Book 4 ∙ Mystery Writing
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Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 5 ∙ History of the internet

internet

purchase

computer

company

message

virus

identified

destroy

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ to break up or tear down

B. __________________________________ a network of computers that is linked around the world

C. __________________________________ a group of people who work together in a business

D. __________________________________ a machine that stores and works with information

E. __________________________________ a program that can destroy information on a computer

F. __________________________________ to buy something

G. __________________________________ knew or recognized something

H. __________________________________ a piece of information sent from one person to another

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. Maria earned money so she could __________________________________ a new backpack.

B. Ben clicked on an e-mail and soon had a __________________________________ copying itself in 
his files.

C. Mrs. Santos had a __________________________________ that sold cars.

D. Jon sent an e-mail __________________________________ to his friend Al to tell him about the 
game.

E. He __________________________________ the flower as a rose because of its color and smell.

F. Before the __________________________________ was created, there was no e-mail.

G. The new __________________________________  is so powerful that I can send e-mail, play 
games, and shop at the same time.

H. When the dog was left alone, he set out to __________________________________ all of the 
pillows in the house.
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 5 ∙ History of the Internet

History of the internet

Buying and selling on the internet

Sending e-mail

Safety on the internet

The Internet
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Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 6 ∙ Creating Ads

agency

magazine

campaign

theme

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ to keep interested

B. __________________________________ an idea that is central

C. __________________________________ a paid advertisement on TV

D. __________________________________ written or spoken matter that tells about a product

E. __________________________________ a system of buying and selling goods and services

F. __________________________________ reading matter that is printed usually weekly or monthly

G. __________________________________ a set of actions or ideas developed to get something done

H. __________________________________ an office or business

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. In our __________________________________ , people produce, sell, and buy things.

B. That __________________________________ about sports comes out every month.

C. The __________________________________ that wrote the ads also made the TV spots.

D. The ad __________________________________ had TV ads and print ads.

E. Did you see that the newspaper is full of __________________________________ today?

F. Darcy wanted to have a holiday __________________________________ for our party.

G. We hired clowns to __________________________________ the children.

H. That TV __________________________________ with a cow made me laugh.

advertising

commercial

economy

entertain
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 6 ∙ Creating Ads

What’s an ad for?

Making TV commercials

The ad campaign

Making print ads

Creating Ads



13

Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 7 ∙ Taking Care of the Human Body

veins

restore

arteries

combination

circulateinvolve

repair

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ to fix something

B. __________________________________ tubes that take blood to the heart

C. __________________________________ keeping safe from harm

D. __________________________________ a mixture of things

E. __________________________________ having many connected parts

F. __________________________________ to bring something back to good condition

G. __________________________________ tubes that take blood from the heart to the body

H. __________________________________ to include

I. __________________________________ relating to the system that includes the heart and the blood

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. The car is broken, so we have to 	__________________________________ it.

B. Because it has many parts, a computer is a  __________________________________ machine.

C. His  __________________________________ looked blue because the blood in them had little oxygen.

D. Those flowers contain a __________________________________ of tulips and roses.

E. In the ________________________________ system, the heart and lungs get oxygen to the body’s cells.

F. The  __________________________________ carry blood from the heart to the rest of the body.

G. I will  __________________________________  myself with the food bank to help hungry people.

H. Skin is a __________________________________  organ because it keeps body systems safe.

I. The city will __________________________________ the park so people can use it agai

complex

protective
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 7 ∙ Taking Care of the Human Body

The systems of the human body

The body’s repair kit

The circulatory system

Keeping the body going

Taking Care of the
Human BodyHu
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Building Vocabulary

poisonous

extinct

Hawaii

mantle

repeatedFahrenheit

erupt

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ able to kill or hurt

B. __________________________________ a scale that measures temperature

C. __________________________________ done again and again

D. __________________________________ no longer alive

E. __________________________________ an opening in Earth’s surface that sometimes throws out	  
					                 lava, ash, and hot gas

F. __________________________________ to break out, like an explosion

G. __________________________________ a layer of Earth below the crust

H. __________________________________ the islands that form the fiftieth state of the United States

I. __________________________________ rock that is melted deep inside Earth 

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. When volcanoes ________________________________ , they can kill all of the living things nearby.

B. When ________________________________ comes to the surface, it becomes lava.

C. Because it is made from islands, the state of ________________________________ has many 
beaches.

D. That mushroom is ________________________________, so don’t eat it.

E. Plants and animals become  ________________________________ when the last one dies.

F. The temperature is 40 degrees ________________________________, so you need a coat.

G. That ________________________________ could erupt at any time.

H. Below Earth’s crust is a layer called the  ________________________________.

I.  He ________________________________ that song so many times we got tired of hearing it.

Blue Step, Book 8 ∙ Volcanoes

volcano	

magma
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 8 ∙ Volcanoes

Kinds of volcanoes

When volcanoes erupt

How volcanoes form

Volcanic islands

Volcanoes
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Building Vocabulary

California

distance

pollute

battery

generator

calculators

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ having to do with the Sun

B. __________________________________ a large state on the west coast of the United States

C. __________________________________ tools for doing math

D. __________________________________ the amount of space between two points

E. __________________________________ a machine that turns and makes power

F. __________________________________ to make something dirty

G. __________________________________ a machine that can make electricity

H. __________________________________ a cell that can store electricity

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. We need to put in a new________________________________ so we can use the phone.

B. That area is windy, so it is a good place to make energy with a wind __________________________.

C. Jim picked up the trash because he didn’t want to ________________________________ the ground.

D. The large state on the west coast of the United States is ________________________________.

E. The ________________________________ runs on gas, so we can have light even if the electricity 
goes off.

F. The class was allowed to use ________________________________ on the final exam.

G. ________________________________ energy doesn’t work well on cloudy days.

H. The ________________________________ from my home to the mall is about 2 miles.

Blue Step, Book 9 ∙ Wind and Solar Energy

turbine

solar



18

1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 9 ∙ Wind and Solar Energy

Wind energy

Solar energy

Wind farms

Solar cars

Wind and  
Solar Energy
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Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 10 ∙ The Origin of Sports

Michigan

organized

origin

rhymes

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. _______________________________ a series of contests in which people or teams of people take part

B. _______________________________ words that have the same sounds at the ends 

C. _______________________________ a female child

D. _______________________________ having two parts that are alike 

E. _______________________________ beginnings

F. _______________________________ put together or arranged in a certain way 

G. _______________________________ groups or people joined together for a purpose 

H. _______________________________ a midwestern U.S. state

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. We joined the car racing ________________________________  because we liked to watch fast cars.

B. Our town had twice as many people as before, so we needed to ______________________________ 
the number of schools.

C. Ralph has two sons and one ________________________________.

D. At, cat, and hat are all ________________________________.

E. There’s a lot of snow in ________________________________ in the winter.

F. Our team will compete in the basketball ________________________________.

G. No one knows the  ________________________________ of some sports because they’ve been 
played for many years.

H. She  ________________________________  the first bird-watching club in the area.

tournament

double

daughter

association
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building Connections

Streetball

Double Dutch jump rope

Snowboarding

Stock car racing

The Origin of Sports

Blue Step, Book 10 ∙ The Origin of Sports
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Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 11 ∙ Art and Technology

photography

technique

computer

synthesizer

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ people who make music

B. __________________________________ a machine that can be used to store and use information

C. __________________________________ a special kind of pen 

D. __________________________________ a way of doing things

E. __________________________________ science that is used to make tools that people can use

F. __________________________________ a way to create pictures

G. __________________________________ relating to information that can be stored in a computer

H. __________________________________ an electronic tool that can be used to make music and 	  
				                 other sounds

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. To create art on that computer, use the ______________________________ to draw on that 
connected tablet.

B. Today, a _______________________________ has replaced a pen and paper for many writers.

C. Some artists use a painting ___________________________that involves different sizes of brushes.

D. Both of those ________________________________ play tubas.

E. The ________________________________ camera stores pictures as computer files.

F. I can’t tell if that music is a recording of live players or if it was done on a _______________________.

G. The car was a huge breakthrough in transportation ______________________________.

H. Rena took up ______________________________ so she would have a record of what her children 
looked like when they were young.

technology

musicians

digital

stylus
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 11 ∙ Art and Technology

Technology changes the arts

Music and computers

Digitial photography

Computer art

Arts and Technology
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Building VocabularyBlue Step, Book 12 ∙ Fashion

influence

urban

designer

imagination

1. Choose the word from the word box above that best matches each definition. Write the   
word on the line below.

A. __________________________________ a person who starts a business

B. __________________________________ the act of creating new images or ideas 

C. __________________________________ what a person does to earn a living 

D. __________________________________ one who thinks up and draws plans

E. __________________________________ a Japanese robe 

F. __________________________________ the style of dressing

G. __________________________________ the power to act on or affect persons or things

H. __________________________________ having to do with cities

2. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below. Choose the word from the word box that 
completes each sentence.

A. She wore her ________________________________ from Japan as a jacket.

B. I always buy the latest ________________________________ because I like to dress well.

C. An ________________________________ area always has more buildings than do places in the 
country.

D. That ________________________________ likes to make clothing that is simple.

E. I can see the ________________________________ of Asian design in the shape of that ring.

F. A good clothing designer needs ________________________________ to make up new designs.

G. That ________________________________ started a company that sells a new kind of cloth.

H. I am looking to train for a ________________________________ in clothing design.

fashion

career

kimono

entrepreneur
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1. Use the idea web to help you remember what you read. In each box, write the main idea 
of that reading.

Building ConnectionsBlue Step, Book 12 ∙ Fashion

What is fashion?

The fashion designer

Where fashion comes from

“For Us, By Us”

Fashion


