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NewspapersNewspapers



Key Notes:

There are many steps involved in publishing a 
newspaper. First, the stories are written. Then, the 
pages of the newspaper are created. This is done by 
making a layout of each page. A layout is a pattern that 
shows where each story will appear on each page. 

When the layouts are finished, a printing plate is 
made for each page.  Many newspapers are printed 
on a machine called a rotary press. A rotary press has 
cylinders. These cylinders hold curved printing plates. 
The cylinders transfer the images that are on the plates 
to a special paper called newsprint. 

From the rotary press, the newspapers go to other 
machines. One machine cuts the paper and folds it 
into pages. Another puts the newspapers together. 
Finally, trucks deliver the papers to newsstands and 
to other locations where they are picked up by people 
who deliver the papers to homes. 

Publishing a Newspaper

What are some of the main steps in publishing a 
newspaper?
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This special press 
rolls out the news on 

newsprint paper.



Key Notes:

Newspapers are organized into sections to help 
people find stories that interest them. Two popular 
sections are news and sports. The sports section reports 
on the scores, teams, and players in different sports. 

Many newspapers have several news sections. The 
international news section reports on events around 
the world. The national news section reports on events 
around the nation. The state news section reports on 
events in the state. The local news sections reports 
on events in the city. Some newspapers call this the 
metropolitan news section. 

One popular type of story, which is found throughout 
a newspaper, is the feature story. Feature stories report 
on topics such as art, technology, and health. They also 
report on people or places in the metropolitan area. 
Although they tell about recent trends, feature stories 
are not like news in that they don’t have to be printed as 
soon as they are written. 

What are the sections in a newspaper?

What’s in a newspaper?
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Many schools have 
newspapers that 

students write and read.



Key Notes:

In addition to reporting on the news, newspapers 
tell what people think about the news. Movie reviews 
are popular feature stories in newspapers. Movie 
reviews tell what movies are about and what reviewers 
liked and didn’t like about them. They also give the 
reviewers’ opinions about whether films are worth 
seeing. Newspapers also review books, plays, and TV 
shows. 

The editorial page prints the newspaper’s opinion 
on important issues. Although news sections present 
only the facts about an issue, editorial pages present 
editors’ opinions about the issues. These experts’ 
opinions may be different from the opinions of the 
newspaper’s staff. 

Many newspapers print readers’ opinions on 
the letters page. The letters might contain people’s 
opinions about things that they’ve read in the paper or 
about events in the news. 

Where do newspapers print opinions?

That’s Your Opinion
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Newspapers contain 
opinions about issues 

that students care about.



Key Notes:

To stay in business, newspapers must make enough 
money to pay their bills. Newspapers earn a large 
amount of money by selling ads. Advertising income is 
necessary for the finances of most newspapers. Some 
ads are for stores, products, services, or jobs. People 
who want to sell homes or cars also buy newspaper 
ads. 

Businesses and people pay newspapers to publish 
their ads. How much newspapers charge for ads 
depends on the paper’s circulation. Circulation 
refers to how many copies of a newspaper are sold. 
Like advertising, circulation is an important part of a 
newspaper’s finances. Papers with a high circulation 
have many readers, so more people see their ads. These 
newspapers can charge more for their ads and earn 
more money. Papers with a low circulation have fewer 
readers, so they must charge less for ads. Newspapers 
hire people who sell advertising space, allowing 
newspapers to keep printing the news.

Describe one way newspapers make money.

The Newspaper Business
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Newspaper circulation 
begins early in the day.
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