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Putting Two Words
Together
A lot of sports that
people play use balls. In
basketball, players try
to get a ball through a
hoop. In baseball, players
use a bat to hit a ball. In
football, players throw a
ball to get it close to the
goal.
There are other
words with “ball” that
describe things that are
round. But they are not
balls with which you play
a game. Meatballs are not
used in any sport. But

they are great with spaghetti.
Eyeballs help in playing sports. But there isn’t a sport
called eyeball where teams throw and catch eyeballs.
You wouldn’t want to be in a game that uses fireballs. If
you would ever see a fireball, you should get as far away
as fast as you can. Then call 911 right away. You should
also watch out if a cannonball is going to be fired. It is
round but you don’t want to play with a cannonball. You
especially do not want to catch a cannonball!
There are some words, though, that have ball in them
but it has nothing to do with round. Ballpoint pens make
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writing a lot easier. It’s easy to see how the “point” got
into ballpoint pen. But why the ball? That part is in the
name because of the tip of a pen is round. There are also
rooms that are called ballrooms. People hold balls in
ballrooms but they aren’t the round kind.
Other words with ball have nothing to do with
round. In these words, the “ball” part of the word is
not even said the same as ball in baseball or meatball.
Ballerina is not ball with “erina.” Ballerinas are dancers
and the word has nothing to do with ball. A ballot is
used by people to vote but it is not round. You don’t even
say “ball” when you say the word ballot.
Whenever you see ball as part of a word, look
carefully. Usually, the word has something to do with
games and sports. But remember eyeballs, fireballs, and
cannonballs. These balls may be round but they aren’t
used in sports!
Ballerina and
ballot show that
some words
with “ball”
have nothing to
do with being
round.
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Name
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name

The words containing the word ball described in this
article are just a few of the “ball” words you might know. Here
are some more words that contain ball. Pick five of these words
and write how their meanings relate to the word ball.
kickball
paintball
balloon

knuckleball
dodgeball
ballgame

beachball
curveball
ballpark

sourball
spitball
basketball

gumball
snowball
softball
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Review

Putting Two Words Together
Write keywords or phrases that will help
you remember what you learned.
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